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Weary at Work

some of us in our line of work
don't have a decision about
whether we are going to work to-
day or not.  We are!  We are be-
cause the machinery for our part
of the total job has already been
set in motion.  We have made
commitments, so ready or not,
we are bound to report for work
and to do the work.  almost ev-
ery logger must go to work every
working day.  that is because
most logging operations are so
finely tuned that he will hurt the
operation if he doesn't show up
and do his part.

this is powerful motivation
and it is a bringer of discipline.
the business of making a com-
mitment and having other people
count on us.  there is a job to be
done --- we do our part of that
job.

We do it on those days we
don't feel like doing it.  We do it
when we feel slightly ill.  We do
it when we are tired and weary.

in our business, the business
of publishing, we make commit-
ments a long ways down the road
--- far into the future.  then

ready or not, we are bound to do
what we said we were going to do
and do it when we said we were
going to do it.

the thing that drives us to
get the work done is the dEad-
linE.  We have several dead-
lines but the most important one
is meeting the deadline at the
printers.  if we miss that one, we
are in trouble.

Over the years of watching
the performance of the people
that work here at loggers World,
i have become convinced that we
are much tougher than we think
we are.  as the days are counted
down, the pressure gets a little
stronger.  during the last week
or so of putting together and
putting out an issue of loggers
World, there is no one that miss-
es any work.  never!  (at least
hardly ever).  When the deadline
is coming up, we work sick or not
--- tired or not. not only work but
drink lots of coffee and put in
many many hours.

there are many different jobs
to be done that must come to-
gether at the same time.

bill and vi iund come back to
the office from calling on adver-
tisers.  they start making up
ads, doing telephone calls to get
material coming in our direction,

and planning out
where advertising will
be displayed on each
page.  this is a busy
time for them and al-
most without fail
(good weather or bad
weather, sick or well,
tired or full of energy)
they make the dead-
line.  sometimes it is
close but it comes off on sched-
ule.

the writers and photogra-
phers bring in their stories and
rolls of undeveloped film.  While
they bang on the typewriter,
randy apperson is in the dark-
room developing film and mak-
ing pictures.  the writers and ed-
itors then design their stories
and pictures to be fitted into the
pages along with the advertising.
the people that set the type and
the people who take the pages of
rough layout and make them in-
to a finished project go to work.
those people are Jean hays, vi
andrews and gail holding.
they lay up the pages, place the
headlines in place, trim and put
in the half tones, set type and fit
it into its proper slot.  they all
work together along with bill
and vi until the finished product
is ready to be taken to the print-
er and made into thousands of
finished loggers World Maga-
zines.

Once the printed material is
hauled to the office from the
printer, the deadlines still exist.
next deadline is to get the maga-
zine put together from the print-
ed sections, to address each and
every copy, bundle the addressed
copies, label the bundles, put
them into the correct sacks and
then take them to the post office
and pay heavily for the post of-
fice to deliver each magazine to

you --- the reader.  thE
rEadEr --- the ones
whom all this is done for.

time after time after
time i'm amazed at the
strength and the tough-
ness of the people that
do this work.  that in-
cludes the people who
are not directly involved
with loggers World but

who also are wonderfully de-
pendable in doing their jobs.
the printers and the people in
the post office department are
two groups who do a tremendous
job.

after the Magazines are
printed and stapled together and
mailed out, a sort of letdown
takes place.  if anyone is going to
head for the barn with the flu or
catch a bad cold --- then is when
it happens.

the toughness of people with
an important job to do is beyond
description.  the more important
the job, the tougher the people.
in battle many soldiers have
gone for 3 or 4 hours after being
shot.  they went until there was
a lull and they could then back
off and answer the needs of their
bodies.  this must be the way in
hospitals with nurses and doc-
tors.  they must be able to work
right on thru physical barriers ---
until the emergency is over.

the more important the job,
the more able people are to reach
down and grab onto something
we all have inside of us.  to gain
and get the strength and the en-
ergy needed to get the job done.

before the last log trucker
Magazine left for the printer,
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FINLEY HAYS

(Continued on page 5)

See “Rigging Shack”

Rigging
Shack

“Classic”

iinn  TThhiiss   iissssuuee.. .. ..

COVER PAGE PICTURE: Levanen’s 1973 Skagit GT III gets to work on
a landing near Naselle, Wash. Kyle Uskoski operates the machine and
has been out in the woods for a year and a half. 
See “Words They Live By” starting on Page 6.
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Rigging ShACk “ClASSiC” – by Finley Hays

“wordS they liVe by”
lEvanEn inC. • battlE grOund, WashingtOn

– by Brandon Hansen

SCotuS playS humpty dumpty
– by William Perry Pendley
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End Greasing Frustration
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3 column inches
$104 per issue

Order Online:
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FEATURED IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

Founded by Scott and Mark Levanen in 1988,
the Battle Ground, Wash.-based company has
since grown to 35 employees with three sides
and 10 log trucks. The company focuses on
shovel logging, tower logging, thinning, refor-

estation, road building and log trucking.

LEVANEN, INC.

Battle Ground is located in
Clark County, Washington

just north of Vancouver
Wash. The city, ironically is

the site of no battle except for
an 1855 incident where the

settlers expected a battle with
the Yakima Indian Tribe that

never happened. Battle
Ground was first officially
incorporated in 1951 and

has a population of 18,900
people. This is up from 9,322
people in 2000 and 3,758 in
1990. Every summer, Battle

Ground puts on their commu-
nity festival Harvest Days.
Consistently seeing growth,
the town has become an ex-
ample of urban sprawl from
the Portland metropolitian

area.   
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Jim holding worked straight
thru one whole night to meet his
deadline.  never got a drop of
sleep but drank about 3 quarts of
coffee.  the interesting thing is
that once log trucker was print-
ed, Jim caught a doozy of a cold
and gave in to it for a day.

the world is full of people
who take their jobs seriously and
are to be counted on.  the log-
ging industry is full of these
kinds of people.  they come to
work no matter what and they
give it the best they can while
they are at work.  this is so usu-
al with loggers that outstanding

effort don't rate a compliment.
Outstanding effort is the normal
thing.

during the past month i had
the pleasure of visiting half a
dozen logging operation in West-
ern Montana and northern ida-
ho.  Many of these loggers work
long days in below zero tempera-
tures and waist high snow.  they
seem to choose to ignore the
weather and to concentrate upon
the job.  remarkably cheerful,
considering the conditions, they
enjoy their work, do it well and
like working with each other.

i watched fallers and shovel-
ers working on steep sidehills
wading in snow, slowly but

steadily, to get from tree to tree.
not dismayed, they continue to
work with a ready wisecrack and
concentration upon their chosen
tasks.

it was bitterly cold in the
mornings and started getting
down there again about mid af-
ternoon.  however, the middle of
the days were enjoyable.  Pure
air, bright sunshine and liveable
temperatures.  One timber faller
said, "We are lucky to be able to
get out here and work in these
woods in this weather."  i had to
agree.  if he thought he was for-
tunate then indeed he was.
More than that, i was very fortu-
nate to meet and visit with these
people.

up on top of one of the moun-
tains a bunch of people working
at stevens logging Company
were sort of camped out in trail-
ers and other types of shelter.
the snow pack is deep and heavy
there and there was about 6 feet
of snow perched and balanced on
top of the outdoor privy.

One man told me that when
he woke up that morning it was
28 degrees inside his trailer.
that was with the heater work-
ing overtime.

the story is told that during
the old days the loggers in these
mountains never missed a day
due to cold weather.  they
toughed it out, waded thru the
snow and put in a full day's work
every working day.

One day someone showed up
with a thermometer.  First one
man looked at it, then another
until the entire crew had read
the numbers on the temperature
gauge.  One by one they laid
down their tools, started up the
crew trucks and headed for the
valley and the towns.

Once they knew how cold it
was they didn't want to work
anymore.  From that day on,
there has never been a ther-
mometer allowed in the winter
woods of northern idaho.  Or so
they tell me.

J.C. ryan, noted historian on
the Midwest logging scene, told
why the old time loggers in
northern Michigan could work
right thru the bitter cold days.
"they dressed as warm as they
could, they worked as hard as
they could, and they never knew
how cold it was."

there is no one i know of who
can beat the loggers at working
hard and long when ill and
weary.  no one but perhaps the
crew here at loggers World.

Far as i am concerned, it is a
draw!

i feel sorry for anyone who
doesn't have a job of more impor-
tance than their comfort.

the job of logging comes
ahead of being comfortable.

(360) 748-1182(360) 748-1182
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Cascade Trader has a Complete Line of new Doosan Log Loaders, 
Excavators & Wheel Loaders for your Logging & Construction Needs!
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KETO • WARATAH • SOUTHSTAR • EAGLE CARRIAGE

Rigging Shack

(Continued from page 2)
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SHOP & SUPPLY INC.
Centralia, Washington

360-736-1336
Information Calls
800-822-2808

 Direct Order Line
www.madsens1.com

Fire-Resistant
Chain Saw Chaps

Note: Labonville cut protective 
garments are not represented 
as shields against damage, but 
as an aid to help prevent dam-
age in extreme cases.

Kevlar® strands are spaced 3/4” 
apart on the weave length only.  
Polyester strands hold the tough 
Kevlar® strands in place.

Labonv i l le Fire-Re sis tant Chain 
Saw Chaps are an industry f irst.  
They feature a layer of fire-resis-
tant mater ial sandwiched under 
the front Cordura shell to help keep 
hot embers from penetrating.  They 
a lso have the same s i x-p lys of 
Polyester/Kevlar cut-protection as 
regular Labonville chaps.  

$8095
������������" ��"����#�"�����

����"�������
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Who Says Money Doesn’t Grow on Trees?
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Call Doug Today!
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by brandon hansen

l
ogging is very much a la-
bor of love.

You’ve got to love being out-
doors. You’ve got to love being up
early in the morning, exposed to
the elements. Challenging ter-

rain, changing markets, moving
jobsites and the occasional
wildlife spotting are all parts of
the business. 

and if you ask battle
ground’s scott levanen, this is

(Continued on page 7)

See “Levanen”

WATCHING FROM AFAR, long-time employee Lyle Abernathy watches his
nephew Mark Abernathy process logs with his Madill 2850C with a Log
Max head out on a private tree farm near Vader, Wash. “I like being out in
the country and being able to do your own thing,” Mark says.  

Faith, Family and Work

Scott Levanen and Company Bring Strong 
Principles, Work Ethic to the Job Site

LEVANEN INC. — BATTLE GROUND, WASHINGTON



exactly where he wants to be. 
the owner of levanen, inc.

was born in 1960 to ray and
ruth levanen. ray himself was
the son of Finnish immigrants in
the upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan, had served in the army
from 1946 to 1949 in germany
and eventually moved to glide,
Oregon in 1952 after his brother-
in-law rudy arvonen told him
“...come out West where the trees
are big.” 

“We were raised quite conser-
vative,” scott told loggers World
in 2009. “Faith, family and work”
continues to be the family motto
to this day as its ranks grow.
scott and his wife Wendy now
have 11 children and 25 grand-
children to add to the family
tree. 

Faith, family and work also
seems to be the cornerstone for
levanen, inc. as well. You’ll be
hard-pressed to find a friendlier
crew which currently consists of
three sides, ten trucks, a shop lo-
cation and a firewood business. 

“in 2014, it felt like we really
started to see the industry come
back and we hope it can stay,”
levanen said. 

scott has seen plenty of mar-
ket ups and down. after growing
up helping out in the woods, he
graduated high school in battle
ground in 1978 and spent the
following year at Clark Commu-
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CCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COMCCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COM
Dallas/Salem Rickreall, OR

Carl Cornthwaite • 503-507-7230 • carl@ccheavyequipment.com
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Need a Yarder? 
PLAN AHEAD!
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Levanen

(Continued from page 6)

(Continued on page 9)

See “Levanen”

Clothing the
Working Man for

94 Years
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FINANCING THE FUTUREFINANCING THE FUTURE

Call MIKE LOBB Today!
���������

Let us show you how we can help
)nance your major overhaul
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#1 #2

Call today for more information!  
866-514-3356 Toll-Free!
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ABOVE: Fresh off showing Levanen Inc.’s 1994 Kenworth W-
900 at the Territorial Day’s Logging Show in Amboy, Wash.
Charlie Domblewski has been Scott’s backup driver, filling in
when needed on any given day.

LEFT: Company owner Scott Levanen poses with longtime em-
ployee Lyle Abernathy, who is a cutter by nature but now fo-
cuses on the safety of the operation and lays out unit harvest
lines.



YOUR FORESTRY EQUIPMENT PARTNER

Call Gib Gilbert today at

253-606-2029
On approved credit. Offers expire August 31, 2015. All equipment subject 
to price change and/or prior sale. All units FOB current N C Washington 
branch location. Contact your N C Sales Representative for details.

2006 Cat D8T
S/N KPZ01191
Auto reversing fan, rear vision camera, 
S/U blade, AAA automatic fire 
suppression, wood chip arrangement,  
ripper hydraulics, 24,063 hrs.

$184,000 $25,840

2010 Cat 532
S/N 053200177
24” SG track, GP cab, flexxaire 
fan, hydraulic track feller buncher, 
9,862 hrs., good condition

$379,500

2010 Cat 247B3 CN 
S/N TSL00397
Open ROPS, standard cooling fan, 
manual quick coupler, 806 hrs., 
good condition

2003 Timberjack 1270D 
S/N 00073
Koehring Waterhouse 762C 
processing head, chains all 
around, 12,000 hrs., good condition, 
ready to work

$94,900
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THE PRETTIEST PIECE OF MACHINERY ON THE LAND-
ING? The 1973 Skagit GT III was recently refit and given a
brand new paint job. Kyle Uskoski operates the swing
yarder from the installed AC cab from a John Deere log
loader on the Levanen Inc. jobsite near Naselle, Wash. It
took two months for six men to refit the yarder with Ward
Abernathey leading the way.  “Some people rebuild cars
and I apparently rebuild yarders,” Ward said with a laugh.
Also in the photo is Randy Ritola of Battle Ground, Wash.
operating a CAT 325 with a Log Max 10000 XT processor
while Toledo’s Jeff Palermo operates his orange Doosan
loader in the background. “These Doosans are good ma-
chines and we’ve had three of them,” Jeff said. 

Levanen

(Continued from page 7)

(Continued on page 11)

See “Levanen”

nity College studying engineer-
ing. his father ray - who had
established his own logging op-
eration in 1967 - suffered a
heart attack in 1980 and so
scott returned to the woods to
support his father.

and the logging stuck. 

BACK INTO THE WOODS

Even after his father re-
turned to the woods six weeks
after his heart attack, scott ex-
plained that “it got me back in
the woods and i liked it. i
didn’t want to go back to
school.”

levanen joined abernathy
tree-O owned by Mark and
Chester abernathy and worked
rigging and hooking on a
yarder side for the first time,
then moved up to running a
shovel. 

“that’s where i really got
my feet into the business, my
first experience where i
learned about yarder logging,”
he said. “...and i still liked it.
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#1

Toll Free 1-800-488-3127
www.LoggingSupply.com

Full Service Shop
������
��	
�������������
������������������

COWLITZ
RIVER

RIGGING

(541) 963-4646
Fax:  (541) 963-3415

��&�$��#'$%�����!�����$
�
	����
��
�	���  

We also have Eaglets, 
Eagle IV and Claws Available

SUPER EAGLET 
EAGLE V & EAGLE VI

SUPER
EAGLET EAGLE VIEAGLE V

DRUM CAR

��
����#!!�$�����������$�"����������
�

(((���� ���$$������#!

EAGLE CARRIAGE & MACHINE
Call Today 
for a Demo!

LOADING TERRY MCCLELLAN’s NO. 11 TRUCK, Gary Balch of Wood-
land runs the CAT 330B loader on the Vader, Washington site. Terry
drives the No. 11 truck which is a 1996 T-800 Kenworth with a N14
Cummins engine, and has been log trucking for Scott off and on for 12
years but has been in trucking for 40 years. “I like how this is a family
business,” Terry said while adding with a chuckle “and I don’t like going
to town very often.”

10

STANDING IN FRONT
OF HIS CAT 330B, Gary
Balch of Woodland runs
log loader for Scott out
on the Vader site, and
has been logging since
1980 just before Mt. St.
Helens relocated its top.
Balch started as a chok-
erman before moving to
inside the cab of a
yarder and then finally
to the shovel.

STOPPING FOR A BIT FOR A PHO-
TO, Mark Abernathy of Yacolt runs
processor for Scott, using a Madill
2850C with a Log Max head. While
he claimed 30 years of experience
out in the woods, he eventually broke
down and told Loggers World he’s ac-
tually been logging for eight years.



MPI

LeTOURNEAU LOG STACKER, 60-ton, cab,
4x4, 12.7 liter Detroit Series 60, excel-
lent tires, very clean, good history,
from major pipeline job, 3 avail-
able..................................................CALL

EQU I PMENTEQU I PMENT
Call Chuck 24/7
530-221-6760

8537 Commercial Way  Redding, CA 96002
chuck@mpiequipment.com

www.mpiequipment.com

INCORPORATED

2006 KOBELCO SK250 LOG LOADER,
Jewell Shovel Logger Buildup, Jewell
grapple, high & wide, 24” tracks,
forestry cab, rock guards, good under-
carriage, runs well, trade-in, 12,624
hours............................................$95,000

2002 HITACHI EX230LC-5 w/PIERCE
PMD3348 DELIMBER, recent bottom
rollers, good UC, clean for age, 15,105
hours............................................$60,000

1998 THUNDERBIRD 1234L LOG LOADER
210-size machine, grapple, high & wide,
Cummins, joystick, good undercarriage
w/recent rails........................................$45,000

PRENTICE CRX 625, approx. 88,000
lbs., Cummins, joystick controls, just
arrived, new on market..............$35,000

1990 MORBARK 60/36, CAT 3408 @
505 hp, cab, 3 axle, pintle tow, twin-
disc clutch, runs & works..........$42,500

1997 CAT 527, Esco swing grapple, 6-
way dozer, tri-rails w/recent rails,
14,833 hs on meter, just arrived...CALL

CAT 966C LOG FORKS, pin on, miss-
ing one cylinder, fair condition....$2,500

2013 Hyundai HL757TH-9, Tier III Cum-
mins, 3.6 yd bucket, hyd QC, good
20.5x25 tires, cab, AC, 2,604 hrs, good
loader..........................................$99,500

2012 CASE 621F, 3rd valve, QC w/4-
yard bucket, ride control, NEW 20.5x25
tires, AC, heat, radio, good, clean lease
return unit, 4,428 hours.............$96,000

1972 CAT 966C, 3rd valve, log forks,
good 23.5 tires, 170hp, powershift,
runs/shifts well...........................$22,500
Roll-out bucket available for.......$9,000

2011 JD 772G, 6 WD, (4) new 14:00R24
Bridgestone tires, 14’ board, rear rip-
per, choice of front lift group or push
block, very clean, 3,715 hrs.....$158,000

2011 JD 450J LGP, 6-way blade, JD
winch, cab, canopy, AC, heat, good un-
dercarriage, 2,695 hours............$78,500 

2007 CAT 328D LCR, smooth-edge
clean up bucket, hydraulic QC, auxil-
iary  hydraulics, 10’6” stick, very good
condition, 6,148 hours............$140,000

2012 KOMATSU PC360LC-10, Tier 4, 30”
dig bkt, 10’6” stick, 33 1/2” pads, lube
system, cab guard, rear camera, AC,
2,182 hrs, priced to sell!!!.........$188,000

2012 CAT 329EL, CAT QC bucket, hyd
raulic thumb, rear camera, 10’6” stick,
2,495 hours...............................$185,000

2012 JD 300D Series II, very good
23.5Rx25 tires, 4,655 hours, good ma-
chine!!!!....................................$235,000

2004 IHC 4200SBA WATER TRUCK,
200 hp diesel, 5 speed, NEW 2015
Randco 2,000 gallon tank, front, rear &
side sprays, 233,200 miles.......$36,000

1999 CAT 525 SKIDDER, D/F boom,
bunching grapple, NO winch,24.5x32
tires, 3304DIT@ 175 hp, powershift,
runs/shifts well,  17,448 hrs......$39,500

2000 JD 648G II, dual-function boom,
grapple, winch, direct-drive transmis-
sion, front glass & screens, (2) new
24.5 tires....................................$42,500

BOOM & GRAPPLE FOR JD 648G II,
dual-function...............................$5,500

1990 or 1988 CAT 518 SKIDDER, Esco
grapple, NO winch, 3304 @ 130hp,
runs & shifts well, 23.1 tires: 2 very
good, 2 @ 10-15%.  We have 2 new
tires @ $2,500 each, your choice of
skidder.......................................$25,000
....................or $30,000 with 2 new tires

2001 KOMATSU D155AX-5A, sweeps, 4-
barrel ripper, S-U dozer, good undercar-
riage, AC, approx. 9,300 hours, we own
it, call for location........................$89,500

BRUSH RAKE FOR CAT 518, 97” wide,
7 tines, approx. 42” tall..............$2,200

1994 CTR 314SCD, pull-thru delimber,
JD power, measuring table, one saw,
radio control..............................$18,500

MANN BRUSH RAKE FOR CAT
D4H/D5H, approx. 91” wide, 53” tall pin
to tip, 7 tines.................................$3,000

PIERCE HEEL RACK, removed from
CAT 229 log loader, good condition,
approx. 99” long, 3” main pin.....$2,500

NEW JD FS24
SAWHEAD, 24”
cut, 30 degree ro-
tation, approx
8,380 lbs., fits JD
959J and oth-
ers............$50,000

PROLENC SNUB-
BERS for skid-
ders, in stock
.....................CALL

NEW!
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You go through a winter or so
and if you still like it you’re kin-
da hooked.” 

scott learned how to cut tim-
ber from bill nelson and also
worked a stint with Kyser log-
ging out of Woodland doing rig-
ging and skidding. in 1985, he
decided that with their third
child on the way he might want
to try something different. With
the timber markets down, he
found a position at a grain eleva-
tor in Kalama, Wash. handling

export grain.

A NEW COMPANY

after three years away from
logging, levanen said he missed
the woods. since the grain eleva-
tor was a seasonal job and laid
off their workers during the
summer months, scott partnered
with his cousin Mark levanen to
form levanen inc. in 1988.
While he continued to work for
the grain elevator until 2003, the
two had opposite schedules that
complimented each other.

“We went back to our roots, a
skidder, a loader, and we picked

up another dozer, with just the
two of us,” scott said. “i did a lot
of the bidding and paperwork
when we started and Mark
would work in the woods.” 

While the business primarily
began working with private tree
farmers, they eventually moved
into contract logging. the first
processor they purchased didn’t
make them any money, but in
1997 while working for banks
lumber on three different dnr
sales they had more volume to
move and ending up purchasing
the Fabtek Ft240 processor and
mounted it on a link-belt

ls3400. 
levanen inc. also purchased a

‘95 hitachi uh123 yoder and
thinned for Plum Creek and
longview Fibre with that. 

“it was a good little machine,
and when we were done yarding
we could load with it,” scott said.

they also purchased an older
Edco double drum yarder with a
70-foot tube on an autocar truck
body. they put an Eagle carriage
on it with a 1 ⅛-inch skyline to
work over big spans and also did

Levanen

(Continued from page 9)

(Continued on page 13)

See “Levanen”
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ALL SMILES, Randy Rito-
la of Battleground,
Wash. is originally from
Wisconsin but now calls
the Pacific Northwest
home. He’s out on the
Naselle jobsite running a
Cat 325 with a Log Max
10000 XT processor. 

THE FIRST GUY on the
Naselle job site to com-
municate with DNR,
Forestry and L&I reps is
usually Doosan log
loader operator Jeff
Palermo of Toledo,
Wash. He’s been in the
woods for 35 years and
has worked for Scott
for five years. 

STANDING TALL,
is the refurbished
1973 Skagit GT-3
swing yarder
which Levanen
purchased from
Montana in 2008.
Levanen refit the
yarder over 2
months thanks to
the efforts of six
men. 



basic high lead logging. 

GETTING BUSY

in the late 1990s, many of the
tree farms that ray levanen had
replanted in the 70s’ needed
thinning. 

“it was a need from the pri-
vate tree farms we dealt with,”
scott said. “as well as Plum
Creek having some thinning bet-
ter suited towards mechanical

(treatment).” 
scott and Mark added cut-to-

length harvesting systems, buy-
ing a ‘95 timberjack 1270 har-
vester with a Koehring 762b
processing head and a 1210 for-
warder in 1999. they also no-
ticed that their Fabtek processor
was being taxed by the big wood
they were running through, so
they changed to a Waratah
hth624 mounted on a Kobelco
300 carrier in the fall of 2003.

scott said he’ll buy all differ-
ent types of machinery depend-
ing on the cost, the need and the

preference of his operators. he
also tries to maintain the ma-
chines through the years until
it’s time to upgrade. 

the Waratah’s performance
led to levanen to buying two
more Waratah heads to be
mounted on a link-belt 4300
and a Madill 2850. these heads
have been strong performers.

PARTING WAYS

Mark and scott split ways in
2003, and Mark formed Mark
levanen Forestry which contin-
ued with a cut-to-length system.

the two still collaborate together
on some projects and remain
close friends. 

“We had a good 14-year part-
nership together,” scott said. 

scott, meanwhile, left his job
with the grain elevator and went
into logging full time. 

GOING TALL

levanen had used a 42-foot
triple drum Edco Mustang but
had felt his operation needed a
bigger tower so in 2006 he found
a new one in a rock pit in Col-
orado.

“they were at 6,000 feet ele-
vation and logging boulders and
selling them for landscaping,” he
said.

scott purchased the rock pit
Edco Wildcat iii with a 70-foot
tower. they had McPaul Ma-
chinery in Centralia, Washing-
ton work on the machine and re-
certify it for logging. 

ON THE LANDING

Currently, levanen has three
sides going and at the time of
this issue’s print he had jobsites
in Washington near vader,
naselle and the south toutle
area. he’s got two towers - which
came in extremely helpful at the
naselle jobsite which featured
narrow fingered units on steep
terrain. 

those towers are a 1986 West
Coast hawk and his recently re-
furbished 1973 skagit gt-3
swing yarder which he pur-
chased from Montana in 2008.
While the West Coast hawk
started the naselle job, he was
able to put the gt-3 in the shop
for two months and six people
worked on it. 

levanen inc.’s Ward aber-
nathy - and member of the aber-
nathy family that scott used to
be employed by - worked with
the gt-3 in Montana for buck-
horn logging in Kalispell and
was around the machine for its
first refit. this time around,
Ward wanted to do some pretty
extensive things to the machine.

Ward grew up in the Pacific
northwest and moved to Mon-
tana in 1993, then back to Wash-
ington state in 2005. 

“some people rebuild cars and
i apparently rebuild yarders,”
Ward said with a laugh. “i spent
most of my career with yarders
and have a passion for cable log-
ging. 

Ward and other crew mem-
bers put a new John deere rear

Levanen

(Continued from page 11)

(Continued on page 16)

See “Levanen”
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I’m not really a one brand person, Scott Levanen,
owner and President of Levanen Inc. has a mixed
brand roster with three Log Max Heads – 7000, 7000XT
and a 10000XT. The XTreme series of Log Max heads
was developed to provide a heavy-duty, track-carried
partner in tough jobs. The Log Max 10000XT cuts wood
up to 35.4 inches in diameter.

“All the heads in use at Levanen are ‘top quality,’”
said Scott. “The performance of the Log Max, the con-
venience of them being right in Vancouver are
plusses.”

To learn more about what Log Max can do for you
contact your local dealer today.

From left: Scott Levanen, Dale Levanen, Randy Ritola (Cat/Log Max operator),
Dustin Tomasini, Darryl Zumstein. Levanen Inc. Battle GroundWA

USA
Ph. 360.699.7300

Eastern Canada
Ph. 506.869.2325

Western Canada
Toll Free 1.800.666.4474

www.LogMax.com

Performance
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ABOVE: Quick to climb in and out of
the brush, the Levanen, Inc. rigging
crew of Logan Homola, Tim Heidegger
and Clay Sarkinen help keep the turns
coming for the company’s 1973 Skagit
GT-3 swing yarder. These guys have tak-
en the high temps this summer in West-
ern Washington, appear to not be both-
ered by steep hills and call it the best
job out there.

LEFT: Levanen Inc.’s Ward Abernathy -
and member of the Abernathy family
that Scott Levanen used to be employed
by - worked with the GT III in Montana
for Buckhorn Logging in Kalispell and
was around the machine for its first re-
fit. This time around, Ward wanted to
do some pretty extensive things to the
machine. Operating the swing yarder is
Kyle Uskoski of Yacolt and he certianly
appreciates the quieter and air-condi-
tioned cab that was installed on the ma-
chine. 
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Visit us on the web at: www.FraleyTractor.com

�����))1)�	����������0.(324� ����� ������(3������������))1)�������� ������))1)�		����

�����(3�	
��������%(-.)3��'�� �����(3��������
��+/,��)-3��
��'�� ������))1)�������

WRECKING LOGGING EQUIPMENT
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RIGHT: Terry McClel-
lan of Amboy, who op-
erates the No. 11 truck
which is a 1996 T-800
Kenworth with a N14
Cummins engine, has
been log trucking for
Scott off and on for 12
years but has been in
trucking for 40 years. 

LEFT: Marcus Wirtanen
has been log trucking
for Levanen for eight
months, but has been
working for Scott for
five years.Wirtanen has
been driving the No. 3
truck - a 1999 W-900
with a CAT engine - for
the company.



entry log loader cab with mod-
ern conveniences such as aC
and two lever controls on the
machine. there was a big effort
to make the controls and shift-
ing easier for the operator as op-
posed to the dancing you’ll see a
yarder operator do sometimes.

they put a water brake on
the haulback of the machine
since the interlocks would get
hot after hard use. they put in a
hydraulic pump clutch instead
of an air pump and gave the ma-
chine a dual yarding system.
they also installed a guyline re-
mote system allowing the opera-
tor to guide and tighten them
without requiring the crew’s
help. 

levanen also uses a Fortron-
ics Electronic choker system,
further improving the efficiency
of each turn.  

Operating the yarder is Kyle
uskoski - appreciating the aC
cab very much after this warm
summer on the west coast - who
has been out in the woods for a
year and a half but has a strong
background in mechanics -
which is a plus for a yarder op-
erator. 

the yarder also got a sharp
new paint job and some tree lo-
gos fabricated by arrowhead
iron of duluth, Mn owned by
scott’s brother grant welded on
the back. While most jobsites
might have a yarder that looks
a little rough around the edges,
this one looks like the sharpest
machine on the landing. 

russ smith, Chuck hopkins

and dale badger of Medern Ma-
chinery in rochester, Wash.
were a big help in putting the
new yarder components togeth-
er with their experience and
ideas. Jesse severson of brake
systems inc. did the brake work
on the machine while Mark’s
Equipment Painting in Chehalis
put the paint to the metal. 

“the workmanship that went
into this is incredible,” Ward
said. “Everybody was 100 per-
cent in on working on this thing
and they did everything we
wanted.” 

CREW TIME

since moving to logging full-
time, levanen now has a crew
of 35 employees and can do
shovel logging, tower logging,
road building and reforestation.
scott tries to keep his eyes and
ears open for the needs of the
crew and offers medical, dental
and vision benefits for his em-
ployees.

helping with the safety of
levanen’s operation is longtime
employee lyle abernathy. he’s
been out in the woods all his
life, starting by cutting snags
with his dad while he was still
in school. lyle also helps with
cutting in a pinch if something
needs to be done. he says his fa-
vorite part of the job is laying
out the unit harvest lines and
details.

“i like when scott gives me a
map of some state sale,” lyle
said with a smile. “Walking
around the woods, that’s just
something i’ve done all my life.” 

While lyle is a cutter by na-
ture, two of the workhorses for

levanen are 22-year timber cut-
ter bud beck and young gun
ronald tikka.

“it’s always something differ-
ent and you learn something ev-
eryday,” beck said. 

Mother nature though, tikka
admits, can be a challenge
sometime. both said the mellow
ground on the job at vader was
nice, but then immediately tack-
led a gnarly tree that had
branches trying to hold it up
even after the application of the
tree jack.  

having experienced cutters
pass their trade on to younger
guys is important, scott adds, as
it's becoming something of a
rarity since automation has tak-
en over. 

the industry has a bit of a la-
bor shortage as it's getting
tougher and tougher to find
younger workers to learn the
trade. levanen tries to foster an
environment of communication
with the crew and doesn’t par-
ticularly care for some recent re-
ality tv shows portraying the
industry as a hard-yelling,
greenhorn-razing bunch. log-
gers are professionals and take

their work seriously. 
“We try to keep guys commu-

nicating, if you got a problem
with how something is working
or going we want to work with
you,” scott said. “We don’t want
to have competition or resent-
ment. We want all the guys
communicating and that’s a re-
ally big safety thing too.”

the first guy on the naselle
job site to communicate with
dnr, Forestry and l&i reps is
usually doosan log loader opera-
tor Jeff Palermo of toledo,
Wash. he’s been in the woods
for 35 years and has worked for
scott for five years. 

“these doosans are good ma-
chines and we’ve had three of
them,” Jeff said. “they’ve been
really reliable. scott’s a great
guy to work for and has very
very conscious of the people we
hire. We don’t have many block-
heads up here. he really takes
care of his staff and that’s the
main thing.” 

gary balch of Woodland runs
log loader for scott out on the
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Levanen

(Continued from page 13)

Scan this QR code with your
smart phone app to see
Levanen Inc. in action.

VIDEO
LOGGERS WORLD

(Continued on page 18)

See “Levanen”



Contact: Kevin Zender (360) 319-7973
Rod Hansen (360) 520-6849
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LEFT: Donny Wiebold
and his dad George in-
dependantly haul for
Levanen Ic. Donny has
been working for his dad
for two years and drives
a Peterbuilt 378. 

RIGHT: Shane Haber-
nathy of Shane Enter-
prises Inc. goes back and
forth from Montana and
Washington to haul logs
in his 2000 Kenworth T-
800 with a 550 CAT En-
gine and 15-speed trans-
mission. “It has run
steady and it’s hardly ev-
er let me down,” Haber-
nathy said. 



vader site, and has been logging
since 1980 just before Mt. st.
helens relocated its top. balch
started as a chokerman before
moving to inside the cab of a
yarder and then finally to the
shovel.

“it’s just a passion of mine,”
he said. “i’m a third-generation
logger. it’s something my grand-
pa, dad and uncle have done.” 

lyle abernathy’s nephew
Mark of Yacolt runs processor
for scott, using a Madill 2850C
with a log Max head. While he
claimed 30 years of experience
out in the woods, he eventually
broke down and told loggers
World he’s actually been logging
for eight years.

“i like being out in the coun-
try and being able to do your
own thing,” Mark said. “bounced
around for a few different posi-
tions. Just started from the bot-
tom.”  

always important to any log-
ging operation is the rigging
crew. the naselle side had lo-
gan homola, tim heidegger,
Clay sarkinen down in brush
working hard. heidegger has
been with the company for 3
years. heidegger has been with
the company for three years.
homala has been working with
them for a year, starting in the
shop and in the woods for about
six months. sarkinen is the new
guy on the crew but is fitting in
well.

“it’s pretty tough with the
heat we’ve had but you just got-
ta take water breaks if you need

them,” heidegger said. 
homola and sarkinen are

from la Center while heidegger
is from Yacolt. 

randy ritola of battleground,
Wash. is originally from Wiscon-
sin but now calls the Pacific
northwest home. he’s out on the
naselle jobsite running a Cat
325 with a log Max 10000 xt
processor. 

the log Max 10000 xt has
an integrated top saw and a sin-
gle-grip system that reduces
marks on the wood. it can han-
dle logs up to 35.4 inches and
scott said he recently purchased

the log Max since the compa-
ny’s north american headquar-
ters are in vancouver meaning
they’re close to the excellent cus-
tomer service of the company. 

Working on the south toutle
jobsite is longtime employee Ed
Kysar, running a tigercat
830lx feller buncher while
dustin tomasini runs a hitachi
xaxis 250 loader while nate de-
rocher operates a Cat 330d
shovel. 

daryl Zumstein of Woodland
works on the road-building side
of things and he’s been out in
the woods all his life. nathan

Milton Jr. also runs a 300 Kobel-
co on the south toutle side with
a 624 Wartah processor and is
an all-around handy guy for
levanen. he runs the lowboy,
drives truck and is a good equip-
ment operator. 

ON THE ROAD

levanen has ten trucks total
and seven of those are running
every day for the operation
along with a handful of indepen-
dently owned trucks. Fresh off 
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Excavators

 

Harvesters

Skidder

Wheel Loader

 

Trucks

Cranes

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

G r e a t  B u y s
    

  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

 

 

 

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

����� �"�!� ���#�� ��	�� ���� ��#
4(1'��($/"$������2..$/��������'-2/0�
��	�� ������������������������������
�����

����� �"�!� ���#�� ��	���� 4(1'
�($/"$� ����� #$*(+!$/�� '$ 36� #216
%-/$01/6�&2 /#(,&��/-")�&2 /#0��1/ 3�
$*� +-1-/� "-3$/0�� 04(3$*� &2 /#�
�-/1* ,#����	��	� �����������	
��
���

���	� ��!�����$� ������ 4��-&� 5
������ �
��� '-2/0�� � �.-) ,$�� ���
��	�	 �������������������������������	����

���	� ��!�����$� ���������� �����
'-2/0����
���� ������������������������
���������� 0(,&*$�&/-20$/0������

'-10 4��,$4�2,#$/�" //( &$�(,�
�	
�
	�����'-2/0����
��������������	��
������� ��"����	�� 4�
������'/0�
/2,0�� 0�(0��� "-+ ��������	�����
����������������������������������������������	����
����� ��$����� ���	���� 
�! /
&/-20$/0�� ��� &2 /#(,&� . ") &$�
 /+�  ,#� '-(01� "6*(,#$/� &2 /#0�� 		�

���'-2/0����
���	�������������	��

18
Levanen

(Continued from page 16) TWO CUTTERS, TWO DIF-
FERENT BRAND OF SAWS,
here are two of the
workhorses for Levanen in
22-year timber cutter Bud
Beck (left) and young gun
Ronald Tikka. “It’s always
something different and
you learn something every-
day,” Beck said. 

(Continued on page 19)

See “Levanen”



showing levanen inc.’s 1994
Kenworth W900 at the territori-
al day’s logging show in amboy,
Wash. Charlie domblewski has
been scott’s backup driver, filling
in when needed on any given day.

nicknamed the Chelatchie
apache, the amboy resident has
done everything from cutting
wood and being an equipment op-
erator. he started for scott in
2013 but has been out in the

woods most of his working career.
“being out here has a nice view

and everything smells good,”
domblewski said. “i
i’ve been log trucking a long time
and i try to keep good care of
scott’s truck. log trucks are like
rolling billboards, people see
them out on the road.”

Marcus Wirtanen has been log
trucking for levanen for eight
months, but has been working for
scott for five years.Wirtanen has
been driving the no. 3 truck - a
1999 W-900 with a Cat engine -

for the company.
“i ran processors a couple

years back and have always been
interested in a change of pace,”
Wirtanen said. “i had driven a
little bit between jobs and it has
been good. i’ve had very little
time off which is nice.”

terry McClellan of amboy,
who operates the no. 11 truck
which is a 1996 t-800 Kenworth
with a n14 Cummins engine, has
been log trucking for scott off and
on for 12 years but has been in
trucking for 40 years. 

“i like how this is a family
business,” terry said while
adding with a chuckle “and i
don’t like going to town very of-
ten.” 

McClellan has also taken a
hand in running processor and
yarder before log trucking. Cur-
rently the Kenworth he drives
pulls the mule train that converts
to a long log trailer. 

“scott is a really good person,”
McClellan said. “he’s got a lot of
honesty and integrity. i enjoy
working with him.”

ron buck also runs the no. 6
truck for levanen, a 2006 Peter-
bilt, and has been log trucking
since 1984.

andy uskoski drives truck no.
2, a Kenworth 2000 t-800 long
logger. he started with lebanen
four years ago as a fresh truck
driver and has developed into a
great log truck driver.

steve Funk drives the no. 8
truck, a 1999 Kenworth. he’s
been with the company for a
year.   

IN THE SHOP

levanen’s battleground shop
keeps two mechanics working full
time for the company and anoth-
er out on the road. terry Mc-
daniels and tracy downing keep
the machines running while bri-
an buck runs a field service
truck. 

scott’s son dale and Colin
bright also help out in the shop.
While scott’s wife Wendy works
hard being a grandma of a partic-
ularly large family, levanen’s
daughter Kylie Pegoraro heads
up the company’s office while his
other daughter Cori and aila
lindberg also work in the office. 

FIRED UP

beginning in 2007, scott leva-
nen suggested that his twin
daughters - amy and amber, who
had recently attained drivers li-
censes - help name a firewood
business. the result was Fire-
wood guys. 

Partnering up with Kylie Pe-
goraro’s husband tony, levanen
purchased a blockbuster Model
18-20 for firewood processing and
the business began cutting, split-
ting, processing and selling fire-
wood. 

“i had always dabbled in fire-
wood,” scott said. “but in 2008
when the economy took a fall, we
had nothing else to do and the
woodlot helped us keep our sani-
ty.” 

levanen estimates they
moved 1,500 cords a year and the
site has grown to roughly two
acres in size. they employ four
high school kids to bundle and
stack the wood and have a selec-
tion of douglas fir, alder, cherry,
ash and oak. 

they’ve seen growth in busi-
ness selling campfire bundles and
are selling to a handful of restau-
rants, some with brick ovens.
seasoned wood is obviously the
product of choice and scott said
they let their wood do that for
eight months to a year. 

they recently have on order
from iowa a blockbuster 22-20
that should help production on
the site. levanen said block-
buster has been wonderful to
work with.

POWER OF FAITH, 
FAMILY AND WORK

things have changed since the
creation of the levanen in 1989
but one thing that hasn’t changed
is the principles of the company.
since levanen operates with a lot
of private landowners and tree
farmers, scott markets all of the
wood of these private jobs and
makes a point of being completely
honest through the entire pro-
cess. 

it’s a point that isn’t lost on the
landowners and it’s probably a
reason that levanen finds itself
still out in the woods. 
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DUKES
PARTS & EQUIPMENT

509-952-9223
	����211#/$'#)"��"���� ('* ��� ������

Cat 525 -  Parting Out
Cat 525, �'����'!�&�"!��$�����""�

&�$�%�$34,000

Cat 330L  Parting Out

Kobelco SK220-6 Parting Out
or Will Sell Complete

�&#!(�20�,21�,+)'+#���444�"2(#0&# 35#.2'-*#+1�!,*

500 Gallon water pumper
trailer $5,800

D6C $22,000

D7F, ������ $32,000

Cat
322LL
Log 
Loader
CALL

Kenworth Heavy Spec Water
Truck, 


��'  �!%���	�%#����
#&"�)�&�$�#' #���"%��$�������$���"*��

!�)�%&��$% Call!

Prentice 600B, ��$$��$� "'!&��$'!%�
�$�(�%���""���"!�� $17,500

Galion Grader, 
	��"$���!����"'$%��!�����$18,500

Bell 30 Ton, �*���' #��$'����"$�%���
"$�$�!& $49,000

ESCO 110”
Bunching,
�������������
���
��������	

$9,700 ����
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Levanen

(Continued from page 18)
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the nation learned last week
that the ObamaCare phrase “an
Exchange established by the
state” used seven times to refer
to an exchange established by a
state as opposed to one estab-
lished, in the absence of state ac-
tion, by the u.s. department of
health and human services
(hhs) does not mean only the
former but means the former and
the latter.  neither citing to
humpty dumpty (“[a]
word…means just what i choose
it to mean—neither more nor
less.”) nor conceding to the irs,
the Court discerned Congress’s
true intent, distorted the law to
save it, and defied the Constitu-
tion.

that approach should not be
available to the Colorado
supreme Court as it faces the
question of whether the general
assembly, under the control of
tax and spend liberals, may cir-
cumvent the will of Colorado vot-
ers in amending their Constitu-
tion to include a taxpayer’s bill
of rights (tabOr).  although
earlier in the week five of the
justices over a justice’s dissent

delayed that day by declining to
hear the first of two lawsuits
filed to determine the difference
between a tax and a fee, that the
day will come soon enough be-
came clear with the filing of a
third lawsuit last week by the
tabOr Foundation.  although
Colorado governments are
barred by tabOr from levying
new taxes (or in-
curring new debt),
they may impose
fees; it is this loop-
hole through which
the state and its
municipalities have
burdened Col-
oradoans.

the latest ta-
bOr lawsuit al-
leges in denver
district Court that
members of the ta-
bOr Foundation
should have been
allowed to vote on whether a
“hospital provider fee” may be
imposed on Colorado hospitals.
since its enactment in 2009, tens
of millions of dollars and perhaps
a hundred million dollars have

been collected by the Colorado
department of health Care Poli-
cy and Financing.  although fed-
eral law allows Colorado and
other states to impose a health-
care assessment to pay for Medi-
caid services, the regulations ex-
pressly provide for taxes; howev-
er, to avoid tabOr, Colorado
called the taxes “fees.”  Further-
more, although the 2009 act pro-
vided the fees would be kept sep-
arate from the general fund, in
fiscal years 2010, 2011, 2012,
and 2013, some of the proceeds
were put into the general fund,
in clear violation of tabOr.  the
Foundation seeks declaratory
and injunctive relief and the re-
fund of revenues collected, along
with the payment of interest, as
required by tabOr.

Federal regu-
lations allow the
states to impose
a “tax” (their on-
ly reference to
“fees” relates to
those for licens-
ing); in fact, the
general assem-
bly incorporated
that language in
its bills.  Fur-
thermore, the
federal regula-
tions prove the
hhs intended
that states im-

pose taxes, not fees, on hospital
services because, to remain eligi-
ble for federal Medicaid funds,
the state health care-related
“taxes” must be broad based,
uniform, generally redistribu-

tive, and cannot violate the “hold
harmless” provision of the regu-
lations, that is, a state cannot
guarantee that it will reimburse
a hospital—either directly or in-
directly—for taxes paid to the
state.

although, under federal regu-
lations, Colorado may not pro-
vide services to a hospital in ex-
change for the “fees” collected at
that hospital, the provision of
services in exchange for a fee is
what causes a fee to differ from a
tax.  instead, Colorado—consis-
tent with federal regulation if
what it is imposing is a “tax” but
in violation of tabOr if it is
charging a “fee”—charges all of
the hospitals in the state uni-
formly, and then redistributes
those funds in a way that guar-
antees some hospitals will not
receive any funds in return.  For
example, a Jefferson County hos-
pital paid $2.1 million and re-
ceived no services; ten other Col-
orado hospitals paid more in tax-
es than they received in services
from the state.

the tabOr lawsuit may be
the least of Colorado’s problems.
as the CatO institute docu-
ments, Medicaid expenses are
growing like topsy; furthermore,
Colorado’s attempt to avoid ta-
bOr may mean it violated feder-
al law.

mr. Pendley, a Wyoming  attor -
ney, is President and Chief Legal
 officer of mountain States Legal
Foundation and a regular   c olum -
nist in  Loggers World.

Summary Judgment....

by William Perry Pendley

SCOTUS Plays 
Humpty Dumpty But
Can Colorado Do 

The Same?
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“Neither citing to
Humpty Dumpty 
(“[A] word…means

just what I choose it to
mean—neither more nor
less.”) nor conceding to
the IRS, the Court dis-
cerned Congress’s true 

intent, distorted the
law to save it, and 

defied the 
Constitution.”

William Perry Pendley

Loggers WorLd LLC 

will be at the 

Morton Loggers Jubilee 

in Morton, Washington

August 8 & 9

Stop by to say hello and give us your feedback
about our first year running the business.

While you are there, pick up a free copy of
Loggers World and Log Trucker

and buy a subscription.

See you there!



growing up in a small rural town in
northern California i have seen
first-hand how well intended regula-
tion can destroy jobs once manipu-
lated by the regulatory agencies and
the environmental industry.  re-
cently we saw how dwindling popu-
lations of the northern long eared
bat pushed Federal Fish and
Wildlife to take immediate action.
Many of us were to be impacted by
this action, which raised the ques-
tion of the quality of science, the
proposed restrictions and the real
reason for the decline.  this action
sent tremors across the wood prod-
ucts industry of our nation.  indus-
try professionals from across our
country began to see first hand
what those of us in the Pacific north
West have been dealing with for
over 25 years.

the Endangered species act of 1973
was signed into law by President
richard nixon on december 28,
1973, it was designed to protect crit-
ically imperiled species from extinc-
tion as a "consequence of economic
growth and development un-tem-
pered by adequate concern and con-
servation."  the u.s. supreme
Court found that "the plain intent of
Congress in enacting" the Esa "was
to halt and reverse the trend toward
species extinction, whatever the
cost.”

the summer of 1990 on the north
Coast of California was a time that

would change the course of our re-
gional timber industry forever due
to a pair of events. the first was
redwood summer, where a few
hundred college students decided to
spend their summer vacation in
sunny California protesting the na-
tions most stringent forest regulato-
ry system and sampling some of the
regions local produce. the second
event was the listing of the north-
ern spotted Owl as threatened un-
der the Endangered species act.
amongst other factors these two
propelled the California timber in-
dustry into a death spiral, which led
to the closure of 84 out of 117
sawmills and reduced the industry
by 70% in just 20 years.

in order for any timber harvest in
northern spotted Owl (nsO) terri-
tory to take place survey protocols
must be followed to locate and pro-
tect the species.  this process has
evolved over the years and has be-
come very burdensome; however the
level of thoroughness has provided
some very interesting data, collected
mostly by biologists employed on
private land.  this data shows that
the species is declining on Federal
Forests, Parks and areas where
management is nonexistent.  While
the opposite is true for private
landowners that have continued to
manage their land and are seeing
nsO populations increase.  as with
all species they need life’s essentials

to thrive and they are finding that
in our managed forests.

More recently the finger has been
pointed at the barred Owl as one
reason behind the decline of north-
ern spotted Owl, and the solution
has been to authorize management
of the barred Owl species by termi-
nation. a logical person has to ask
how many years this termination
policy will take to produce another
endangered specie for us to protect.
termination seems like a simple so-
lution because the barred Owl is
not a listed species but it begs the
question, what do you do when a
federally listed southern sea Otter
is eating a federally listed Coho
salmon?  history has shown that bi-
ologists, usually through the help of
lawyers, add regulation to the fish-
ing industry and others to make up
for this natural process. Currently
under the Esa it is not uncommon
to shut down timber operations for
months to protect potential habitat
for species in areas that represent
the extreme reaches of their range.

after 40 years of living and working
with the Endangered species act i
think it is time to revisit the actual
intent of Congress.  if nothing else
we need an Endangered Workers
act, designed to protect critically
imperiled humans from extinction
as a consequence of overzealous
laws and regulations.  after a 70%
decline in the last 25 years it is time

to petition the California state Fish
and Wildlife to list the California
logger as an endangered species,
but we wouldn’t stop there because
we would have to add mill workers,
log truck drivers, foresters and
many other professions specific to
the forest products industry. We
would also have to look at indirect
jobs that have been affected and
why whole communities have be-
come dependant on the government
for support rather than their own
initiative.

this trend is on the move across the
nation, and many states are al-
ready seeing the impacts from regu-
lations like these being used for pur-
poses other than their intended use.
Perhaps if proper science rather
than political science was the deter-
mining factor for these listings, the
ensuing regulations and restrictions
would actually help the species and
lead to their recovery.  at that point
perhaps both the imperiled species
and imperiled workers could be re-
moved from their respective endan-
gered list.

Myles anderson is the current Pres-
ident of the american loggers
Council and he and his father Mike
own and operate anderson logging,
inc. based out of Fort bragg, Ca.

the american Loggers Council is a
non-profit 501(c) (6) corporation
representing professional timber
harvesters in 30 states across the
US. For more information, visit
their web site at www.americanlog-
gers.org or contact their office at
409-625-0206.
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As We See It.... 

The Endangered Species Act
– Second Take

BLASTFROM THE PAST
BY QUINN J. MURK FOR LOGGERS WORLD

It looks like everyone wanted to get into this
picture.  A 1947 Ford cab-over is carrying a
whopper of a log.  Obviously, the driver is
leaning on the cab guard.  Next to him is
somebody in every day clothes, holding a
dog, and leaning against the fuel tank.  A
business-suited gentleman, striking a formal
pose, stands near the trailer.  One brave
soul climbed up on the log. Even though the
log has a serious ring check, and is weeping
a lot of pitch, several thousand board feet of
prime lumber will be cut out of her.  A log
like this would never go to a plywood mill,
even though that was a booming business at
the time.  Plywood production would be a
phenomenal growth industry for the next
twenty years, and starting in the 1980’s it
would die out faster than it originally grew.
Very few plywood plants are around any-
more.
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PAST

Loading pine and fir logs in Southern Oregon in the 1930’s and
40’s.  Most pine logs were cut shorter than most other conifer
species, and used lighter trucks and loaders.  This loader looks
like it is a“McVay” machine.  The McVay boys of the Medford-
Klamath Falls area developed very successful machine utilizing a
truck chassis and motor as a base unit. Offering a not full-circle
swing, the units were simple, cheap, very mobile for the times,
and most anybody with a hammer and crescent wrench could fix
them. Lots of small pine loggers owed their success to having a
straight short log truck and a “McVay.”  A small cat, farm tractor
or a team of horses provided the pulling powder.  A cross cut saw
and an ax or two cut the wood, but the simple truck and McVay
made them a profitable product, by allowing affordable delivery.
If you would like to see a McVay, there is one at the Collier State
Park Logging Museum in Chiloquin, Oregon and another at the
Trail Oregon Museum in Trail, Oregon.
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2013 Link-Belt 350X2
Log Loader

'�'+9+;+1�	����
������9:�
P.O.R.

1990 John Deere 690D
	� <445+:;/9�=26-1/:��

1+?=29/�=26-1
$75,000

Madill 071,
�!.�		�������

�/1)'*$���$�
"/').��*&'*$
$250,000

2014 Link-Belt 290X2
�������9:�
P.O.R.

2006 Cat 325C
��������9:�
$150,000

2014 John Deere 648H
���� �9:�
$185,000

2006 Timbco T445EXL,

"/,<24;
�60���

�/=�%��
/>-/8;
8+.:�

�������9:�

P.O.R.

1992 Cat D5H,
��"744/9
$85,000

2008 Cat 320C
��������9:�
P.O.R.

2008 John Deere 2554
������9:�
P.O.R.

2011 Tigercat LH830C
'��70�+>�����($��

�����9:�
P.O.R.

2006 Hitachi ZX250
=�9/,<24;�	���'+9+;+1�		��

��������9:�
$150,000

2003 Kobelco SK250LC RB
;1<5,��,<-3/;��1//4��09+884/�

��������9:�
P.O.R.

MIKE (541) 954-7643 • ERIC (541) 206-2252 • DAN (541) 914-9222
������	������� ����������	����
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NOW AVAILABLE!

888-393-1819

����������
������• ���
	�������	��

���������
• Local and

Nation Wide
• Farm Equipment
• Heavy Equipment
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