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J.I. MORGAN INC.
NEW MEADOWS, IDAHO
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REPORTING IN FROM...

New Meadows is a rural city located in Adams County, Idaho. With a popu-
lation of 496, the city is home to the last surviving Pacific and Idaho North-
ern Railroad Depot. The depot was built in 1910 and the town was formed
in 1911. New Meadows is located at the junction of US-95 and state high-
way 55. The railroad was a “farm to market” method of transportation until
1940 and then as a timber railroad. The depot and railroad functioned until
1972. Meadows Valley School serves the area and the town also has two

ski areas: Brundage Mountain and Little Ski Hill. 

IN THIS ISSUE

ON THE FRONT:John “Smitty” Smith and
his new 2016 Western Star sits at the
ready while hauling logs for JI Morgan. 

See “History Still in the Making”
starting on Page 4
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NEW MEADOWS

IDAHO

JI Morgan has been going
since 1946. Now owned by

Kyle Kerby and Claus “Ole”
White Jr - the company has
16 trucks, including two

lowboys located in the New
Meadows, Idaho area. JI

Morgan primarly does work
with Potlach, the Evergreen
Forest saw mill and Idaho

Forest Group. 

J.I. MORGAN
INCORPORATED
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CALL (208) 877-1714
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INDUSTRIAL, LLC

LOG TRAILERS

Special Thanks to
Dave Lynds of Mountain

Trucking and Loading Inc.
Colville, WA. 

����������������������
ALPINE

Spring Suspension 
Trailer

Special Thanks to
Dave Lynds of Mountain

Trucking and Loading Inc.
Colville, WA. 
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ALPINE

Spring Suspension 
Trailer
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by brandon Hansen

W
hen a company has
been around for
nearly seventy

years, employs scores of
people in a small rural town
and works in the region's
forests - it becomes more
than just a place of work
but rather part of the com-
munity. 

To say that J.I. Morgan
Inc.’s history goes back a
long ways would be an un-
derstatement. The New
Meadows, Idaho logging and
trucking company’s legacy
stretches back to the 1940s
and continues to roll on into
the second decade of the
2000s. 

The town of New Mead-
ows, located in west-central
Idaho, got its start because
of the Pacific and Idaho
Northern Railroad. Now

(Continued on Page 14)

See “JI Morgan”

JI Morgan’s new Western Star truck has
its Peerless trailer unloaded by Dallas
Wilmar in a Link-Belt Loader. Driving
the truck is John “Smitty” Smith.

HISTORY STILL IN THE MAKING

GOING STRONG SINCE THE 1940s, JI MORGAN KEEPS ROLLING IN AND OUT OF NEW MEADOWS, IDAHO
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PH (541) 342-3325 • FX (541) 343-8210

2300 OAKMONT WAY  SUITE 100  EUGENE OR  97401

TICKET TRACKER WILL...
Job/Destination Report
Trucker/Contractor Report
Contractor Billing Statement
Trucker/Driver Statement
Job Revenue Report
Mileage/Fuel Consumption
Cutter Statement
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(360) 225-6327

Have a Happy, 

Healthy and Prosperous

New Year!

FOR SALE: Cat 3406-B, ��������
��
�
	�������Hear It Run! $7,500

���	���
�������������
��
	�����������������	����

�����

John “Smitty”
Smith poses in
front of JI Morgan’s
newest truck - a
2016 Western Star -
purchased from
Idaho Truck Sales.
Smitty is the
longest tenured
driver at the com-
pany and has done
a little bit of every-
thing. “If it wasn’t
for the people we
have and the
knowledge they
have we wouldn’t
get very far,” com-
pany boss Kyle
Kerby said. “You’re
only as good as
your employees.”
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Advanced Hydraulic Supply
������������	�
����������������������
����

1-877-887-1730
(503) 289-0354

I-5 Exit 263
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�������� �����

Monday-Friday: 9:00-5:30503-463-0500
WWW.TRUCKCHROME.COM��

��
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���CATALOG!

�������!

��
�

��#��������

SPRING HANGERS

Your Home
for Chrome!

$89.95
PAIR

CHROME BUMPERS
�
�
��
������� ��������� 	���
����

������������������������
��
���� ��� ���� �������������

��#��������

2” CHROME
LIGHT

HOLDER 
$3.75

EACH

2” CHROME 
LIGHT HOLDER

for Spring Hanger 

$5.00
EACH

• BUMPERS • STACKS • LED LIGHTS

• CHROME • FLAPS • FENDERS

Diesel Treat

������� �������� �������������
"�����������"�������
 ������!��"��	�����������

Best Anti-Gel Available!Best Anti-Gel Available! IN STOCK!

Tire 
Chains

6 43

DALLAS WILMAR loads JI Morgan’s 2016 Western Star out on the landing. The temperature was five degrees Fahrenheit,
but that’s just another winter in Idaho for driver John “Smitty” Smith and the JI Morgan company. 
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������ Fellowship of 

Christian Loggers Breakfast

LEFT: Kyle Kerby is the great nephew of JI Morgan and
owns the company along with Claus “Ole” White Jr. Ker-
by began working for the company in the 1970s around
the same time White did. Now Kerby runs the trucking
side of things while Ole runs the logging side of things. 
BELOW: John “Smitty” Smith puts on wrappers with the
help of JI Morgan driver Mike Wallace. 
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1-800-547-1315 503-288-6333
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WHOLESALE TRUCK PARTS & EQUIP.

	�������
��
NORTHWEST HEADQUARTERS

&-/��������+"��!���&�������#����
" ���! #������!��!���" ��!++�/!1)-0�

!++��020.%,0)-,0��/%"2)+1�'%!/(%!$0��
.!/10�!3!)+!"+%����CALL NOW!

1998 Pete - PARTING OUT CAT
C-15
6NZ

REBUILT  TRANSMISSIONS

",9,5(1
"/3-1,
#85)46�
����	

�����
��
�4:��/1,6� CALL!
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DETROIT SERIES “60”

�,+,*�������%��=%��3-/3,6��9(/1()1,��
&/7.��(0,6���44+��43+/7/43

� �=����=�����,754/7��������
�822/36��"'>6�� CALL!

We Specialize in
REPOWER FRAME CLIPS

C-12 CAT, 18-Speed, 404 Eatons on
Air Trac, Lift Axle - CALL!

#1
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WITH LIGHT AT A PREMIUM, John “Smitty” Smith gets
his truck ready to head up to the landing for JI Morgan. 
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MPIEQU I PMENTEQU I PMENT
8537 Commercial Way  Redding, CA 96002

chuck@mpiequipment.com
www.mpiequipment.com

Call Chuck 24/7
530-221-6760

2016 WHIT-LOG SEWC 100 TRAILER, electric
scales, alloy wheels, radials, no caps, includes
truck bunk, cab guard, tool box, chain box, wrap-
pers, binders, steps, flaps, spare tire/wheel
w/mount, used just over 3 months, near new con-
dition...............................................................$37,500

MARC HARDINGMARC HARDING
1947 - 20151947 - 2015

1987 PEERLESS LOG TRAILER, 96” bunks, welded
stakes w/extensions, alloy wheels w/ 8 new radials,
very good brakes & drums, w/truck bunk to match,
complete new electric scale package 4 or 5 years
ago (no paperwork), NO cab guard, good
trailer...............................................................$12,000

1989 KENWORTH W900B (Kit), 1997 CAT 3406E
s/n 6TS05259 @ 550 hp, jake, 18918B, 18 speed,
RT46160 rears on Hendrickson air ride, double
lockers,  approx.  238” WB, Toyo 11:24.5 drivers,

2002 TEREX 650B SKIP LOADER, 4n1 bucket, 4WD,
Gannon box, runs & works well, low hour use last
4 years, 7,050 hours......................................$16,000

NEW!

2016 WHIT-LOG

TRAILER

THETRUCK ISSOLD!

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO HARDING TRUCKING, INC.

W900B

is SOLD

   SINGLE TRUCK TIRE CHAIN

PART NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE/PAIR

3349AS 7mm  11-24.5 $118.74

DUAL TRIPLE TRUCK TIRE CHAIN
PART NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE/PAIR

5349AS 7mm  11-24.5 $204.04

5349ASCAM 7mm  11-24.5 $215.24

WWW.TIRECHAINSREQUIRED.COM

For all of your tire chain 
needs, order online at

STUDDED TRUCK 
TIRE CHAIN SALE

    

7mm  11-24.5

O

SA3349

IPTCRISED.ONT ARPPAR

 

AIR

$118.747mm  11-24.5

/P/PAIRRICEPNO

 

7mm  11-24.5

7mm  11-24.5

CRI

MCASA5349

SA5349

SED.ONT ARPPAR

 

$215.24

$204.04

AIR

7mm  11-24.5

7mm  11-24.5

/P/PAIRRICEPNOIPTCRI

    

THIS IS JUST NORMAL FOR
WINTER IDAHO LOG TRUCK-
ING. John “Smitty” Smith
chains up for another run to
the landing. 
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Check out
our Website
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GETTING UNLOADED at the Idaho For-
est Group mill in Grangeville is John
“Smitty” Smith’s 2016 Western Star. 
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FOR LOGGING OR DUMP TRUCKS

FENDER KITS
�.),$+%��-2,1%$�&-/��%+&��1%%/),'
�25)+)!/6��5+%0���3!)+!"+%�4)1(
�),01/2#1)-,0�1-�),01!++�)1�6-2/0%+&

-/�4%�#!,�$-�)1�&-/�6-2�

WE SELL and
INSTALL THEM!

CALL US!

P.O. Box 5701 503-363-0892
Salem, OR 97304 fax 503-362-5435

���������

With Rebuilt Axle or your Axle.
Call for your Application

IInn SSttoocckk NNooww !!


��������������

�������������
������������
����������
����������
	�������

�20.%,0)-,�!,$��)/��!/10�),
�1-#*�!,$��3!)+!"+%��-4�

�21(-/)7%$������������%!+%/�
�%�#!//6�.!/10�!,$�./-3)$%�0%/3)#%
&-/�!++�6-2/����������8,%%$0

NEW Silent Drive 
Ultra Flex Series UF-1013-1B

� 
�� ����������"�����&���! 
� 
!��!�"� 

� 	�$���� ������

� �������������#�!�����!&

FINANCING THE FUTUREFINANCING THE FUTURE

Call MIKE LOBB Today!
�������
��

Let us show you how we can help
)nance your major overhaul

������������	
�������������	������������������
���	�����

���������������	����
����������������
�����������
��
��������� �������������������� ��"!��� ������������&�"�
��"�����!����� ���� ��%������������� �!��������  
 ����������!���� �#����

503-784-3935 �������• 971-204-0038 ��

�
��
�����
 ��������$��!������ �����%������������������������"�#��
����� "��������	����

#1

TAKING WRAPPERS
OFF and getting loaded
is just another day for
John “Smitty” Smith
working for JI Morgan. 
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LINCOLN INDUSTRIAL
CORPORATION, INC.
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LINCOLN 
Truck Bodies & Trailers
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First Load

4 Axle 
Long Log 

Trailer

Waiting
to Go
Home

After it Got
Home

On The Way
Home

JOHN MALVICH STAYS BUSY MAKING
LOGS with his Link-Belt 240LX/Denharco
stroker out on the landing for JI Morgan. 



home to the only surviving PIN
railroad depot, when the build-
ing was constructed in 1910, the
formation of the town occurred
just a year later. 

The railroad was built as an
early effort to create a north-
south railroad for Idaho. While
those efforts faded, the PIN
Railroad was important in that
it served as a “farm-to-market”
transportation means until 1940
then as a timber railroad. 

Boise-Payette Lumber Com-
pany, which would eventually
merge with Yakima, Wash.’s
Cascade Lumber Company to
become Boise-Cascade - was a
big player in the region forests
before wanting to spin off their
operations in the New Meadows
region. So in 1946, the sold their
operation to J.I. Morgan and the
company was born. 

As 2016 will be J.I. Morgan’s
70th anniversary, it's now run
by great nephew Kyle Kerby and
Claus “Ole” White Jr. 

Kerby operates the trucking
side of things while White man-
ages the logging. 

The current version of J.I.
Morgan has 16 trucks in their
log hauling fleet - including two
lowboys - and one logging side.
They also have a logging road
crew. Kerby got his start in the
company in high school greasing
trucks and fixing flat tires in the
mid 1970s.

“I was always on the mainte-
nance side of things,” Kerby
said. 

White started at the company
around the same time, and when
Kerby’s dad retired in the mid
1990s, the two took over the
company. Now they primarily do
work with the Potlach Corpora-
tion - based out of Spokane,
Wash. -  the Evergreen Forest
saw mill and the Idaho Forest

Group.
Most of the hauls by J.I. Mor-

gan’s log trucks make the trip to
Grangeville, Id. 80 miles away
and sometimes they head over to
La Grande, Ore. which is nearly
200 miles away. Kerby said that
the company’s ability to adapt to
marketplace changes has al-
lowed them to stay in business.
He points to a time in the 1990s
when Boise-Cascade began clos-
ing area mills in their sparsely
populated area and J.I. Morgan
switched to hauling for Potlach
to keep the logs and paychecks
rolling.    

One of those adaptations has
been a recent purchase in
trucks. Of J.I. Morgan’s 14
trucks, most are Kenworth
T800s, because when you work
with a certain kind of truck for
70 years it certainly begins to
stick a little. The company tries
to cycle through trucks every 10
years, and this time up they
went with a Western Star from
Idaho Truck Sales. 

Idaho Truck Sales had a
Western Star up at the Inter-
mountain Logging Conference
and Kerby always had a good re-
lationship with the company or-
dering parts. 

“I felt it was a good truck and
I was totally impressed with the
Detroit engine,” Kerby said. 

In April of this year, the com-
pany purchased the truck and
using an Peerless long logger
trailer, they put new Alpine
bunk gear on the rig before it
was delivered to New Meadows.
The truck also has a two-axle
pup trailer that can bump the
80,000 gross weight to 106,000
when the roads allow. 

Driving the truck is John
“Smitty” Smith, who has been
with the company the longest.
He also served for his country
during the Vietnam War.

“He’s done everything. He
drives lowboy and we used him
as a truck boss as well,” Kerby

said.
Smitty is experienced as are

most of J.I. Morgan’s drivers.
Many of them have decades of
experience. 

“If it wasn’t for the people we
have and the knowledge they
have we wouldn’t get very far,”
Kerby said. “You’re only as good
as your employees.”

Their trucks haul logs off
their own logging side and are
also contracted out to other op-
erations in the area. As always
in the world of logging, finding a
constant flow of jobs and work is
a bit of a trapeze act. J.I. Mor-
gan has stayed busy, and with
seven Kenworth dump trucks -
drivers can switch over from logs
to rock in a hurry. It’s nothing
new to the company as they’ve
built roads since 1946. 

The company has a shop and

office in New Meadows. In the
office, Dan Babineu operates the
day-to-day business needs, while
Barron Loper handles things in
the shop. The company has a
few field mechanics and a greas-
er at the shop to keep things
running smoothly and handle
the workload. 

Other log truckers will come
to the shop as well for repairs. 

“We’re like everybody else we
just got to do what we have to do
to keep everything running out
on the roads,” Kerby said. 

J.I. Morgan works with Boise
Kenworth and Idaho Truck
Sales out of Lewiston for their
trucking needs. Every year they
bring each truck into their New
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Ask for Tim  • 503-245-3345 or 888-821-4717 •  Tigard, Oregon
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• Log Trucks
• Dump Trucks
• Tow Trucks
• Truckers General Liability & Cargo Available
• Short & Long Haul Trucking ���������������������������������������

• DOT Fuel Bonds
• Chip Trucks
• Sand & Gravel Trucks

90% of Our Quotes Save Our Callers $$$WHAT ABOUT YOU?
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S e v e r a l  U s e d  S e r c o s  A v a i l a b l e

Sold & Serviced by
L&M Truck Sales, Inc.
4001 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
800-796-9813
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NEW GENERATION SERCO 160PH TRUCK MOUNT LOADER

14 35

JI Morgan

(Continued from Page 4)

(Continued on Page 18)

See “JI Morgan”
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MILLER TRUCK SALVAGE L.L.C.
DIESEL TRUCKS & PARTS
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“Specializing in ’70’s thru 90’s”

(503) 283-1797
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CUSTOM BUILD or EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE

#
1

GEAR BOX Inc.

Let us Lower Your Cost Per Mile 
with our 

High Quality Time & Material Rebuilds


$"%!�(��� "���
��(�& �!����) !�

�# (�
$"�'�* (����
��
����������
�
���
��
�	�������

LINK-BELT LOADER operator and Woods Boss, Bill
Borgeson loads up John “Smitty” Smith’s new 2016
Western Star 4900 SF. 2016 will be the company’s 70th
anniversary, after being founded in 1946 when Boise-
Payette sold off their operations in the area to JI Morgan.
Currently JI Morgan has 16 trucks, including two low-
boys, and one lowboys. The company also runs a road
crew when needed. They primarly work for the Potlach
Corporation, Evergreen Forest saw mill and the Idaho
Forest Group.  
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NEW
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Cummins N-14E
Navistar 466E

16 33

WAITING FOR THE SCALES AND 
UNLOADING at the Idaho Forest Group mill in
Grangeville, Idaho is John “Smitty” Smith’s
2016 Western Start. JI Morgan mainly goes to
Grangeville but can also make the 400-mile
round trip to LeGrande, Oregon. The 2016
Western Star 4900 SF can haul 80,000 gross
weight and that goes up to 106,000 pounds
with a pup trailer.  
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P.O. BOX 668 • WILBUR, OR 97494

����
�� (541) 673-1166
��������� �������������	
������ 1-800-452-1234

www.whitlogtrailers.com

���������

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Check out all the pictures and 

Like Our Page!

Matt Lichner, $�����  ��� "� �:*6-��.>�
�	
�'12<��70���#�'	��
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Covey Company, #� � ��#���'�� �:*6-��.>� 
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Smitty meets another JI Morgan log truck heading
down the road with a full load during winter in Idaho.



Meadows shop for a complete
maintenance shakedown.  

On the logging side, White
handles all the logging and bid-
ding, while logger foreman Bill
Borgeson has been with the com-
pany for over 40 years. In all, the
company employs 45 people in a
town of less than 500. 

The logging side includes a
processor, feller buncher, Cat
skidder, along with a tong throw-
er and jammer. 

“Most everybody here has
worked for us for nine years and
up,” Kerby said. “We try to keep
everybody furnished with 401ks,
insurance and benefits and just
stay in business.” 

J.I. Morgan is a member of
the Idaho Associated Logging
Contractors, and get their insur-
ance from the Timber Product
Manufacturer Association, which
Kerby has been a past chairman
of. Kerby has also been the presi-
dent of the Intermountain Log-
ging Conference. White is also
serving on the Idaho Pro Logger
Program and the Idaho Forest
Practice Advisory Committee. 

“We have good employees and
we’re committed to putting out
quality logs,” Kerby said.

They’ve done that since 1946,
and will continue to do that in
central-western Idaho, as they’ve
diversified their operation and
can adapt to changing market-
places. J.I. Morgan has been
around for a while and it’s easy
to see why. 
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JANUARY SPECIALS JANUARY SPECIALS
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Largest Independent Truck Facility in the State!

HOODS �������$&"
��+'�	*�&���

������
� ����������
CALL FOR AVAILABILITY

RIDEWELL LIFT AXLES
W/Adj. Height Axle Ends

CALL FOR PRICING

USED ALI ARC
Moose Bumper for KW T800

& W900L

������

RTLO18913A
$4,500 &+*(" !*

RTLO20918B
$6,500 &+*(" !*

	��
����������������
���������

Free Estimates!

NEW
KW & Peterbilt

Fuel Tanks

TRUCKS
������$&"���+'

	*�&���

JI Morgan

(Continued from Page 14)

JOHN “SMITTY” SMITH puts on wrappers after getting a load from the JI Morgan landing. 

LOG TRUCKER

VIDEO
Use your smartphone to
download a QR Code
Reader and scan this to
see JI Morgan in action.
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BLASTFROM THEPASTBY QUINN J. MURK FOR LOGGERS WORLD

ROADING DONKEY: In
this photo, a proud

crew stands in front of a
well-maintained Wash-

ington Iron Works road-
ing donkey. The drums

on a roading donkey
were always wide and
they provided a more

uniform pull during the
skidding cycle. Yarding

donkeys with narrow
and deep drums lost

power during a pull as
the drum filled up with

line. A sharp eye will
notice the capstan head

between the two fellas
on the right. This tells
me that this was in all

probability an early ma-
chine before being

equipped with hay wire
drums as we know of

today. 
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WE OFFER:
•General Truck

Repair
•Complete Diesel 

Engine Service
Cat - Cummins - Detroit 

•Hendrickson
Rebush Center
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$1075

G. W. GANNON EQUIPMENT
��
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ELECTRIC SCALE LOG TRAILERS FOR SALE

LOGGING TO A RIVER BED: The logs in this old view are be-
ing yarded downhill to a gravel bar where they will be driven
down stream during a high-water event. This is a swinging
operation from another skidding operation out of the pic-
ture’s view. This is apparent by the use of only one skid
road, running up hill. The logs are being dropped off in a pile
that will start breaking up in the high water, and will then
start flowing down stream in a somewhat controlled manner. 
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