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CAT® ARM FEATURES INNOVATIVE 
"SEMI-ACTIVE" TECHNOLOGY

OPERATOR SUSPENDED 
IN COMFORT YIELDING 
REDUCED FATIGUE

LOCK-UP TORQUE 
CONVERTER MAXIMIZES 
PRODUCTIVITY AND SPEED EXPERIENCE A SMOOTH RIDE 

EVEN WITH HIGH PLY TIRES

Loggers’ first impressions after experiencing the Cat® Advanced Ride Management (ARM) System 
tell the story. The ARM system virtually eliminates "end stop" events and reduces accelerations the 
operator may be exposed to by up to 80%.

The result is unparalleled operator comfort and the opportunity to consider extended shifts or even 
high ply tires, potentially improving tire life while maintaining a superior ride.

Look to your Cat dealer for financing and all the machines you need for sustainable harvesting and 
land management, forestry road construction, hauling and millyard. Total support from one source. 

www.cat.com/forestry

Maximize Operator Efficiency and Profit Potential with

Cat® Advanced Ride Management System

“I never feel the seat hit the 
stops anymore, which helps my 
back feel a good deal better at 

the end of the day.”

Casey Bowan 
Bowan & Sons Logging 

 Danville, Georgia

© 2016 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, BUILT FOR IT, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow,” the “Power Edge” trade dress as well as corporate 
and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.   www.cat.com   www.caterpillar.com 

www.westernstatescat.com
Idaho, Western Montana, Eastern 
Washington, Eastern Oregon and 

Northwest Wyoming
800-852-2287

www.petersoncat.com
Northern California, Western 

Oregon and Southwestern 
Washington
800-452-7676

www.cashmanequipment.com
Nevada and Eastern Sierra

800-937-2326

www.ncmachinery.com
Western and Central Washington 

800-562-4735 and 
Alaska 800-478-7000

www.holtca.com
Central Northern California

800-452-5888
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CONFERENCES:
in our industry this is the time

of the year that we do a lot of talk-
ing. we hold conferences so we
can talk more than usual. there
is so much said to so few and so
much of it isn't worth the listen-
ing to. have you ever notices this
about a meeting? you spend two
hours there and yet you can tell
everything that happened of any
consequence in five minutes or
less? that is okay because a lot of
time is taken in exchanging ideas
and discussing things and ironing
out details.

the conferences of loggers is a
fine thing. renew old friendships
and make some new ones. chane
to see lots of the newer equipment
and to find out who is buying and
logging with it. listening to
speakers extol their line of belief
and thought. hearing about log-
ging methods and newer and dif-
ferent ways of doing things. excit-
ing and informative! Just exactly
the right thing at the right time of
year.

as i write this bit of nonsense, i
am thinking i should attend every
logging conference, and meeting
of associations, that happens in
1979. do not think i will for two
reasons. one: lot of traveling and
time involved with days away
from home on weekends. two: ex-

pensive. it seems that everyone is
dedicated to living in the lap of
luxury at these affairs. motel bills
up to $50.00 per day and higher.
"what the heck," they say, "you
can deduct it from your income
tax." that is true you can deduct
it from your income tax --- but
first you have to have some in-
come to deduct it from.

we don't have a tax Problem.
we have an income problem. i'm
just an overweight logger and i'll
be doggoned if i am going to pay
those prices to go to those meet-
ings, motels, banquets and the
like. i can't afford it and i proba-
bly wouldn't go if i could afford it.

i used to have a friend in the
logging business. lived in Philo-
math and his name was 'Shorty'
Fenner. Shorty died of a heart at-
tack some years ago. he was a
contract logger, a good one, and
he made some money. he ex-
plained to me that he lived exact-
ly like he did when he was a hook
tender. if he went broke he didn't
want to reduce his standard of liv-
ing. he lived good. Fine home,
good car, things dependable. he
did not lack anything.

that is sort of the way i feel. i
still have the same tastes and out-
look that i've always had. that
doesn't allow for these over-expen-
sive things. Paying a terrific price
for things that could and should
be available at a lower price.

i am not the only one that feels
this way. i've heard many loggers
and truckers complain of the high
price of attending conferences
and annual meetings. many of
them that do attend do not stay at
conference headquarters and
many of them do not buy the
meals offered by the
conference promoters.

i remember one time
at a associated oregon
loggers meeting the
lunch tickets were $5.00
per person. (that was
about 8 or 9 years ago).
the service was slow,
the tables were tightly
crowded, the food was
bad and the coffee was
cold. i could go out in the
dining room of the same hotel
and get better service, food and
coffee for about $3.50.

the strange thing is that you'd
think that the price would be
cheaper when you have a couple
hundred people all having the
same thing. you have them in one
crowd. the cost per person should
be less than serving that same
number, ordering off the menu, in
the dining room.

we attend many of these things,
most of them, and we do like
many other people do. we don't
stay at the conference headquar-
ters (usually a lot of noise there
anyway) and we do not usually
eat lunch as it is scheduled.

actually if i wanted excellent
food i'd stay home in the first
place. there it is better than any-
place else i've ever been.

Fifty dollars a night for a motel
room. can you imagine that?
when my wife and i were married
(1947) our rented home was
$15.00 a month. Since i sleep
about six hours a night that
means my sleeping cost at that
motel would be over $8.00 per
hour. not for me --- thanks!

NINETEEN HUNDRED

& SEVENTY NINE!
my anticipation for the activi-

ties of this year is both keen and
positive. it is going to be a great
year. i'm going to do a lot of trav-
eling and am going to meet many,

many loggers i haven't
met yet. i'm going to see
many friends and be in
some beautiful places
and parts of the coun-
try. who could ask for
more?

i'll be taking thou-
sands of pictures and
writing yards and yards
of words. Beats working
for a living, doesn't it?
i've said it before many,

many times --- i've got the best job
in the world and every day i
thank the lord for it and i appre-
ciate it.

TRAVELING:
i still like it and enjoy it. maybe

i told you before but i used to
travel many miles when my stan-
dard transportation was by
freight train or hitching rides
from motorists. So buzzing down
the road in a good automobile and
being able to eat three meals a
day is living very well.

People in my generation are
very fortunate. First when we
were ready to go to work we were
at the bottom of the barrel. Jobs
were hard to get and didn't pay
much. we started when things
were tough and they kept getting
better and easier. every year, on
the average, things got better and
we kept getting more and getting
it easier. i like that. i appreciate
that. now it is the best it has ever
been and getting better.

in any event i know 1979 is go-
ing to go well with me and log-
gers world and i hope it does for
you also. happy 1979 --- what
there is left of it.

FINLEY HAYS

Rigging
Shack

“Classic”

Originally printed in
February 1979

Camp 18 Restaurant by Brandon Hansen
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Cascade Trader has a 
Complete Line of new 

Doosan Log Loaders, Excavators &
Wheel Loaders for your Logging &

Construction Needs!
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By Brandon hansen
For Loggers World

Jared Fitchett has never given up.
and after years of riding the up-and-down

markets of western montana, Fichett went to
Siberia for a reality tV show as a way to open
doors and opportunities for his small family busi-
ness. those doors opened in the form of Ponsse
equipment and he’s found success in doing cut-
to-length work once he returned from overseas. 

Fitchett had to overcome a few rocky oceans
during his life, but when presented an opportu-
nity, he was able to convert his operation with
Ponsse equipment and continues to keep work
flowing for his brother and father.  

GETTING STARTED
Jared started out at a young age in the woods to

help his parents with financial struggles. Fitchett
did not like how school teachers in his hometown of

noxon, montana, talked badly about the timber industry that
supported the local economy with family-supporting jobs. he had
a love for the woods. 

“my dad did not force me to start logging,” Fitchett said. “he
was at a point with the timber industry where he did not know
where he should proceed.”

his dad, dan, was hauling gravel and doing work for Jared’s
grandpa. dan picked up some private timber in 1998 to cut but
couldn’t log and haul at the same time so Jared picked up the
sidejob from his dad where he fell, skidded, limbed and decked
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$259
Plus, mention this ad 
and we’ll throw in a  
FREE collector's ball cap 
with your roll of chain. 

 Get yours today!

Free Ball Cap
While supply lasts, get a 
100’ of OREGON® 3/8" 
square-ground chisel saw 
chain for only:

SHOP & SUPPLY INC.
Centralia, Washington

360-736-1336
Information Calls
800-822-2808

 Direct Order Line
www.madsens1.com
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GROWING UP IN MONTANA, Jared Fitchett wasn’t a stranger to cold temperatures but
Siberia was a whole different story. Shooting a reality TV show for the Discovery Channel,
Fitchett traveled across the globe to brave the cold, a foreign land with foreign languages and
equipment that looks like it’s been in action for quite some time. During his months in Siberia
and training on Ponssee equipment, he decided to move into the cut-to-length business and
had one of his busiest year in western Montana.

ICE COLD

RESOLVE
Jared Fitchett braved far-off Siberia and

found a new future in cut-to-length 
logging with Ponsse machinery

(continued on Page 7

See “Fitchett”

J. SHAR. TIMBER HARVESTING - PLAINS, MONTANA
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CCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COMCCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COM
Dallas/Salem Rickreall, OR

Carl Cornthwaite • 503-507-7230 • carl@ccheavyequipment.com
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everything himself. Since
Jared would be logging
near where dan was doing
a road job, he could keep an
eye on the young buck. 

Jared used his dad’s
1970 540 John deere Skid-
der and Stihl 044 chainsaw
that he would eventually
buy from his dad.

he worked under dan for
three years doing work for
private landowners. de-
spite the help, Jared could
not stop his parents from
losing their home to the
bank. they persevered,
however, finding a different
place and then Jared
bought an old skidder and
began getting his own
work. 

“i had a really hard time
because i was young and
everybody thought i didn’t
have enough experience,”
Fitchett said. 

Jared hand-logged well
into his 20s for private
landowners and then his
dad began working with
him. in 2003, they got their
first log truck and dan did
all the hauling. they would
go on to work in idaho and
washington as well as
montana. . 

in 2005, things began to
get more mechanical for
Fitchett and he bought a
log processor as work
seemed to involve smaller
and smaller wood. he also
figured he needed to slowly

Fitchett

(continued from Page 6)

(continued on Page 9

See “Fitchett”
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FINANCING THE FUTUREFINANCING THE FUTURE

Call MIKE LOBB Today!
�������
��

Let us show you how we can help
)nance your major overhaul
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(541) 963-4646
Fax:  (541) 963-3415
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We 
Also Have
Eaglets,
Super

Eaglets,
Eagle IV,
Eagle V,
Eagle VI 
& Claws

Available
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EAGLE CARRIAGE & MACHINE
Call Today 
for a Demo!

EAGLE RAPTOR����

NEW! 
FASTER AND

SMOOTHER!

8

FEATURED IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

Jared Fitchett and his
brother Matthew operates
two Ponsse machines in

western Montana while their
dad Dan does the log truck-
ing. Fitchett spent months in
Siberia, Russia as part of
the Siberian Cut TV Show. 

KRASNOYARSK KRAI

J Shar. Timber
Harvesting

Krasnoyarsk Krai is the second largest federal subject in
the Russian Federation. It occupies over 900,000 square
miles which is 13 percent of Russia’s territory. The largest
city is Krasnoyarsk which has a population of 1.03 million.
During WWII dozens of factories were evacuated from the
Ukraine to Krasnoyarsk in front of the German invasion.
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MPIEQU I PMENTEQU I PMENT
Call Chuck 24/7
530-221-6760

8537 Commercial Way  Redding, CA 96002
chuck@mpiequipment.com

www.mpiequipment.com

INCORPORATED

1996 CHRISTY 3DTK YARDER, 6 cyl.
Cummins, 2,000’ 3/4” swedge skyline,
approx. 2,000’ 5/8” mainline, haywire,
guy lines, NO carriage, 75mhz radio sys-
tem, approx. 6,500 original hours,
mounted on Freightliner w/Cummins,
heavy 2-speed rear ends, biscuit suspen-
sion, good clean unit, yarded logs until
October 15, 2015, owner is downsizing,
call for location.............................$75,000

1997 CAT 527, Esco swing grapple,
bunching grapple, 6-way dozer, tri-rails,
near-new V-Trac rails/sprockets,  15,075
hours on meter............................$152,000

2006 CAT 517 TRACK SKIDDER, swing
grapple, good UC, cab, approx. 2,400 hrs
on trans & torq, 2,000 hrs on fuel pump
work, etc. good unit, 11020 hrs..$150,000

COMING IN
2006 JD 748G III, dual-function hy-
draulic grapple, decking blade, AC,
cab, 30.5 tires.................................CALL

COMING IN
2006 CAT 143H AWD VHP, 14’ board,
rear ripper, push block, LoPro cab,
AC, NEW 14:00x24 radials, 9,100
hours w/low hour transmission, nice
unit..............................................$97,500

2013 Hyundai HL757TH-9, Tier III Cum-
mins, 3.6 yd bucket, hyd QC, good
20.5x25 tires, cab, AC, 2,604 hrs, good
loader..............................................$78,500

NEW HEEL RACK FOR CAT 330FM OR
568FM, unused, with some pins.....$7,500

2013 CASE 621F, 3rd valve, JRB QC, 3.5
yard bucket, new 20.5x25 26-ply tires,
AC, heat, 2,943 hours, lease return,
clean.............................................$100,000 2010 JD 872GP, 6WD, 14’ board, rear rip-

per, push block, NEW 17.5x25 radials,
cab, AC, heat, radio, 8,876 hours, NEW
paint, just arrived........................$142,500

2006 VOLVO G990, 16’ board, tall cab,
aux hyds, very good 20.5x25 radials, auto
grease, plumbed for wing or rear ripper,
5,624 hours....................................$79,000

2009 JD 872G, 6WD, 14’ board, rear rip-
per, push block, cab, AC, heat, radio,
NEW 17.5x25 radials, 6,521 hours, good
unit................................................$140,000

2006 KOBELCO SK250LC, Jewell shovel
logger, Jewell grapple, H&W, 24” tracks,
forestry cab, rock guards, good under-
carriage, runs well, 12,850 hrs....$85,000

2007 CAT 328D LCR, smooth-edge clean
up bucket, hydraulic QC, auxiliary  hy-
draulics, 10’6” stick, very good condi-
tion, 6,148 hours.........................$130,000

2010 VOLVO EC210CL, QC, bucket, 9’6”
stick, aux hyd, AC, rear view camera,
4,392 hours....................................$80,000

2008 IHC 4300 2,000 GALLON WATER
TRUCK, 2016 Randco water system, front
& side sprays, hose reel, clean, under
26,000 GVW, 196,200 miles..........$46,000

2012 VOLVO G990, Tier III, 265 hp, Volvo
11 speed transmission, 16’ board, push
block, rear ripper, joy stick controls
w/steering wheel, 20.5 radials, super
clean, prior demo rental unit, 967 hours,
snow wing available....................$150,000

NEW JD FS24, 24”
cut, 360 degree ro-
tation, 8,380 +/-lbs,
fits JD 959J + oth-
ers...............$50,000

PROLENC SNUB-
BERS for skidders,
in stock .........CALL

NEW
TIRES!

NEWTIRES!

2011 JD 648H, direct drive, single-func-
tion boom w/grapple, winch, 2 new/2 very
good 30.5 tires, runs & shifts well,  5,590
hours..............................................$99,500

2008 CAT 535C, shows 7,526 hrs w/500
hrs on transmission by CAT dealer, cab,
dual boom, grapple, NO winch, 2 new/2
very good 30.5 tires, 20-hole wheels, HD
axle, runs & shifts well..................$87,500

2006 CAT 525C, dual-function boom,
grapple, winch, 2 NEW and 2 very good
30.5 tires, cab, AC, 8,745 hours, runs &
shifts well........................................$89,500

1999 THUNDERBIRD 1236DL, Pierce HSD
3345 upper, good working order, just off
job, estimated 17,062 hours, consigned,
call for location..............................$57,500

2005 JD 759G FELLER BUNCHER, saw
head, good undercarriage, JD engine, tilt
cab, just off jog, 12,280 hours (325 hours
since pictures were taken), consigned,
call for location.............................$90,000

JD 772D, 2,500 hours on transmission,
6WD, 14’ board, NEW 14Rx24 radials,
rear ripper, push block, cab, AC, (snow
wing and front lift group available), 9,368
hours, just in..................................$89,500

1999 STERLING L8513 2,000 GL WATER
TRUCK, 2016 Randco tank, hose reel,
hyd fill, CAT eng, manual trans..$32,000

2016
RANDCO

TANK

2016
RANDCO TANK

NEW!

NEW!

2012 CASE 621F, 3rd valve, QC, 4-yard
bkt, ride control, NEW 20.5x25 tires, AC,
heat, radio, lease return, 4,428
hrs...............................................$90,000

get out of the physical aspect if
he wanted to save his body. 

he bought his first feller-
buncher in 2007 and his younger
brother matthew started work-
ing for the company and running
the grapple skidder. 

“it got to the point where we
had so much work i couldn’t
handle it anymore by myself and
he helped me out,” Fitchett said.
“i did the cutting and processing
and he ran the skidder.”

THE CRASH
Jared bought some new

equipment to handle more wood,
but that’s when the big crash of
2008 happened and off-road fuel
prices went up to five bucks a
gallon. his operation only ran
six months in 2008 and shut
down in november and
bankruptcies and mill slow-
downs struck the montana tim-
ber industry. 

“the was no work to be found
and i delivered a newspaper
route just to pay rent,” Fitchett
said. 

he was recently married - to

his wife Sharlyn in 2006 and the
two now have two children - and
was focused on survival and
holding on to his newer equip-
ment. the recession stuck, how-
ever, and he had to relinquish
them and start over. he was
able to keep his older equipment
and most importantly didn’t
throw in the towel.

“my goal was to keep my dad
and my brother in jobs,” Jared
said. “i could pull out of this and
just chose not to quit.” 

it took longer for the recession
to start going the other direction
but they began to be able to
make a living again with log-

ging. 
“we did all our mechanical

work on our machines,” Fitchett
said. “if we didn’t know how to
do it, we learned how to. there
were long hours and asking oth-
er outfits how to do things. we
had the mechanical ability with
very few parts and money. 

things began to look brighter
in 2013. Jared was able to buy a
new house in the spring 30 miles
from libby, mont. Bob and lin-
da taylor had worked with him
on getting the new place and an-

Fitchett

(continued from Page 7)

(continued on Page 10

See “Fitchett”
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other fresh start. 
“it was a matter of meeting

great people who wanted to
help,” Fitchett said. “it was a
changing point and i felt like i
was rising above the financial
struggles.” 

Jared had good contracts and
was paying off debts. But he was
hit with a bombshell in october
of 2013 when a timber company
rep showed up to the jobsite and
said to finish up cutting, there
wouldn’t be more work until Jan-
uary of 2014. 

“i was very unhappy,” Fitchett
said. “i was just recovering. i did
round up some private wood to
keep us afloat but anything that
would have came my way at this
time i would have considered it.” 

THE SHOW
Jared’s brother matt saw an

ad from the discovery channel
that was looking for loggers to go
to Siberia. after the two took a
look at it, they decided to do an
interview. 

“had it happened at any other
time i probably would have not
pursued it,” Fitchett said. “i was
weary of reality tV and wouldn’t
want to jeopardize steady work.” 

But having experienced the
ups and downs of the timber in-
dustry, Jared was willing to see
if this could lead to something
bigger and better.Fitchett was
picked out of thousands of appli-
cants to go to Siberia in russia. 

“my goal was to create a bet-
ter future for my family,” Jared
said. “i could meet one person
and it could change my for-
tunes.” 

the prospect of russia and
Siberia was scary for Fitchett,
who admitted he had never been
too far from home.

“i was terrified and it was a
country the uS had not had good
relations with and it was far
from home,” Jared said.     

“they needed people to oper-
ate a fellerbuncher, processor,
loader and skidder operator and
i had been in all four of those
things.”

Fitchett would work for a for-
mer montana logger who had
spent 17 years in Siberia. the
operation would be outside of
krasnoyarsk, a city of a million
people and it was a 50-hour
flight away from rural montana. 

But first they went to
rhinelander, wisconsin to train
on the Ponsse equipment they
would be using. 

“i was really excited because i

(continued on Page 12

See “Fitchett”
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Standard Features
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Fitchett

(continued from Page 9)
HAVING LOGGED SINCE AGE 18, Matthew Fitchett operates a 2002
Ponnsse Forwarder. He began working with his brother and father
when the workload got to be too much for just Jared. 

JARED AND HIS RUSSIAN FRIEND RUSLAN. They met while Jared was in
Russia filming a show for the Discovery Channel.  Jared found they have a
lot in common, “They wanted to work hard and making a living just like
us.” This photo is from Ruslan’s recent visit to Jared’s operation in Montana.
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UNBEATABLE  
CARRYING CAPACITY

PONSSE ELEPHANTKING

THE NEW PONSSE ELEPHANTKING forwarder is designed for extremely demanding 
conditions and heavy loads. The ultimate tractive force, powerful engine 
and the staggering 20-tonne carrying capacity guarantee efficient timber 
transportation both on sloping sites and long hauling distances.

THROUGH THE NEW MODEL SERIES 2015, the frame structure is more rigid, and 
components and service points have been positioned considering the ease 
of serviceability. The new cabin offers plenty of storage space, the most 
ergonomic controls available in the market and excellent visibility in every 
direction. In addition, the machine’s service interval has been increased to 
1,800 hours. Extremely long service intervals increase effective operating 
hours and reduce maintenance costs. 

THE EXCEPTIONALLY POWERFUL PONSSE K100+ LOADER, the large load space and the 
flexible drive transmission and loader control system ensure the position of 
the PONSSE ElephantKing as the most effective forwarder on the market.

PONSSE ELEPHANTKING is also available with the extremely comfortable PONSSE 
Active Frame cabin suspension system. It actively keeps the cabin levelled 
and eliminates the lateral shaking that typically stresses the operator.

A logger’s best friend 
www.ponsse.com

PONSSE NORTH AMERICA INC

4400 International Lane
Rhinelander, WI 54501
Office: 715-369-4833

WISCONSIN 

Pekka Ruuskanen 715-360-0064 
Sam Heikola 715-499-1272 
John Holmes 715-367-2612 

MICHIGAN 

Jim Charlier 906-201-0343 

MINNESOTA 

Paul Estabrooks 218-244-2559 

PONSSE NORTH AMERICA INC

90712 Huntley Court
Coburg, OR 97408
Office: 541-343-6926
Sales: 541-554-6358
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knew about Ponsse and knew
they made the best cut-to-length
equipment out there,” Fitchett
said. he was paid to train and
that’s when his outlook changed
on the show and the uncertainty
of it. 

“i believe in god and family
and it’s been hard for me but i
believe he leads me in the right
direction,” Jared said. 

it was in wisconsin where
Fitchett met Ponsse north
american area director Pekka
ruuskanen who picked the four
reality tV show subjects up at
the airport. For several weeks
they were treated well and

trained on simulations, running
the actual machine and then
working out on a jobsite. 

the four loggers became
friends over that time, and at
age 31, Fitchett took his first
flight overseas.

SIBERIA
“when we landed, that’s when

it set in,” Jared said when they
got to russia for the reality tV
show. 

the four american loggers
couldn’t read road signs, couldn’t
speak the language and were de-
pendent on a translation app on
their phone or a translator to
find things as simple as water or
the bathroom. 

it was 25-below and the were
dropped off in krasnoyarsk with
the company owner nowhere to
be found. a russian man hauled
them to the village where they’d
be working in a van. 

“there were no seatbelts in
the vehicle and it was on a main
highway,” Jared said. “there
were car wrecks, people cutting
each other off and it was terrify-
ing.” 

the logging village itself was
like taking a time machine back
to the 1940s, Fitchett said. “you
could smell burnt diesel all the
time and it was kind of like a
warzone.” 

the country had poor infras-
tructure and the pace of life was
just slower. Jared didn’t get to

call home for two weeks once get-
ting to the country. the village
was a timber community with a
big rail and wood yard as logs
were shipped to china. it was al-
so surrounded by ancient logging
equipment left to rust in the mid
1990s when the uSSr fell. 

the log trucks looked like
they were from the 1950s since
russians manufacturers don’t
break a design if it works. 

“things looked primitive but
they were working trucks,” Jared
said.

the temperature was so cold
that they never ran antifreeze in
the trucks but rather ran water
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Toll Free 1-800-488-3127
www.LoggingSupply.com

Full Service Shop
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COWLITZ
RIVER

RIGGING

 

Fitchett

(continued from Page 10)

(continued on Page 13

See “Fitchett”

HEADING DOWN THE ROAD is Matthew Fitchett in his 2002
Ponnsse Forwarder. Cut-to-Length logging serves small family busi-
nesses like J.Shar. Timber Harvesting. 
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Call Gib Gilbert today at

253.606.2029
rgilbert@ncmachinery.com

Offer expires June 30, 2016. All equipment 
subject to price change and/or prior sale. All 
units FOB current N C Washington branch 
location. Contact your N C Sales Representative 
for details.

YOUR FORESTRY EQUIPMENT PARTNER

$49,900

2002 Cat TK1161
S/N TKD00186
Risley 22” falling head, 27.5” wide 
track heads with relief holes, EROPS 
cab with air conditioning, 13,431 hrs., 
ready to work

$185,000

2004 John Deere 1710D
S/N D000525
Forwarder, 13,790 hrs., ready to 
work

2007 John Deere 2054 
S/N 200722
11,750 Hrs., ready to work

$139,900

2007 Hitachi ZX370F-3
S/N 370002
4,700 hrs., ready to harvest

$235,000

 

DAN FITCHETT has his 2007 Kenworth T-800
mule train with a 2000 Alpine trailer loaded by his
son Matthew in the Ponsse Forwarder. 

in them and just drained it at
the end of the day so they
wouldn’t freeze up in the block. 

the Ponsse logging equip-
ment was built for cold weather
and had heaters for the engines
and hydraulic system. while

working, the crew never turned
the machines off.

“we get cold weather in mon-
tana but it doesn’t last long as it
does in russia,” Fitchett said. 

the temperature indoors was
usually around 100 degrees.
russians didn’t mess around
with the heat. 

“as soon as you walk inside
you get rid of all your warm

clothing,” Jared said. “Because if
you sweated on your clothes, you
were miserable the rest of the
day.” 

you also had to drink vodka
with people, as not to insult the
russians. 

the people in the village were
good to deal with, Fitchett said.
“they wanted to work hard and
making a living just like us.” 

Jared became good friends
with one russian logger named
ruslan who just like him want-
ed to support his family. after
leaving Siberia, Fitchett contact-
ed him weekly and ruslan re-
cently got a job at the uS em-

Fitchett

(continued from Page 12)

(continued on Page 14

See “Fitchett”



bassy and visited Jared in mon-
tana. 

logging was not any tougher
than in the states, and russia
had many of the same logistical
problems as logging in montana
does. Basically it takes a long
time for you to get parts shipped
to the job site. 

Fitchett had the added layer of
dealing with a film crew some-
times.

“during work they were a pain
in the butt and they were in the
way,” Jared said. “But they
worked very hard to get the shot.”

the loggers had a love-hate re-
lationship with the reality show
crews.

“you kind of live in a glass
house and you don’t know how
much they’re going to expose,”
Fitchett said. 

COMING HOME
after spending 2.5 months in

russia, the muddy season came
early and the roads disappeared
into a swamp. Fitchett had to
walk a fellerbuncher out of the
woods for 50 miles over two days. 

once they left, they stopped by
Finland to see the Ponsse factory.

after spending several days -
Fitchett talked with ruuskanen
about getting into the cut-to-
length business. ruuskanen was
very receptive of the young log-
gers ideas and story.

when Jared returned to mon-
tana, ruuskanen came a few
months later to see his family’s
business and by november of
2014, had them set up with a
Ponsse 2001 ergo harvester, 125
crane and a Ponsse head. then
they flew his brother to wiscon-
sin to train on a forwarder. 

now with 2002 Buffalo and 90
crane as well, Fitchett is hum-
ming along in the cut-to-length
business.

“ctl had done extremely
well,” Fitchett said. “2015 was the
best year i’ve had. we did really
well financially, we have a good
team and we all have newer, nice
equipment and i owe it all to Pon-
sse.” 

dan still drives truck for the
business, driving a 2007 ken-
worth t-800 mule train with a
2000 alpine trailer and iSx cum-
mins motor. 

“it’s changed my life,” Jared
said. 

l
o

g
g

e
R

S
w

o
R

l
D

J
u

n
e

2
0

1
6

14

14
Fitchett

(continued from Page 13)

(continued on Page 15

See “Fitchett”

JARED FITCHETT heads down an in-
cline in his 2001 Ponssee Ergo Har-
vester. The rugged machines have given
Fitchett “one of his best years” logging.

Call today for more information!  
866-514-3356 Toll-Free!
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montana has a wealth of
clear cuts that have been re-
planted and the new timber that
was pre-commercial thinnined
in the 1990s now needs low-im-
pact commercial thinning. and
that’s where J.Shar. timber
harvesting comes in. Jared’s
company now cuts for weyer-
hauser. 

he still does all his mainte-
nance, and while the Ponsse
tech support can help him with
parts or ship him parts in a hur-
ry, they can take care of things
in western montana. Fitchett
has a small shop truck to help
keep things going. 

Bill davenport out of Portland
does all the bar repair, but other
than that, the Fitchett operation
stays close to home.

“we used to work 230-300
miles from home but it has only
been within 100 miles the last 7-
8 years,” Fitchett said. 

nick marich, Jared’s uncle,
has also proven to be very help-
ful through the years. 

“he has always been some-
body to talk to and learn from,”
Fitchett said.

another person that’s helped
throughout the years has been
Jeff walters of thompson Falls
who has been logging most of his
life and a good friend to Jared
over the past eight years.  

Jared plans to return to rus-
sia someday and log with his
best friend. he sees it as a chal-
lenge and wanted to go back.
But now things are running
smoothly after years of up and
down. 

“i really hope to be an inspi-
ration to young contractors,”
Fitchett said. “it’s going to be
tough but if you keep going after
it and keep fighting, things will
go your way and you can build
your own business and a way to
feed your family.” 

l
o

g
g

e
R

S
w

o
R

l
D

J
u

n
e

2
0

1
6

15

15

Authorized Dealer

&��� "!
&��� $���
&�����!
&����"���
&�
��!�

�������������#�����
�$������ "������� ������	����
�����#��"%����

Phone: (503) 282-2566
� 2���
�����
����



Look for our 
New Store 
in Eugene

Coming May 1st!

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR DOOSAN NEEDS

��
�
����	����
�	������
��������

Ask about our Finance and Lease
Specials!

STANDING ON A LOG DECK IN RUSSIA, is Jared and his
good friend Ruslan who he met while he was on the reality
TV Show “Siberian Cut.” The two are now good friends with
Ruslan coming stateside to visit Jared. 

Fitchett

(continued from Page 14)
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By Brandon hansen
For Loggers World

i
t's usually not about your destination but
experience getting there. 

when Portlanders make the trek out to the
coast, one of those experiences is stopping by
the camp 18 restaurant owned by gordon
Smith. 

it's hard for one to tell which is more inter-
esting: the restaurant - with its 85-foot ridge-
pole main beam which is the largest known in
the united States - or its owner gordon Smith. 

Smith graduated from Jewell high School in
1950. there were nine kids in his class and 35
kids total in the high school. he played on the
six-man football team and basketball team. he
went into the air Force between 1951 and 1954
- being stationed at camp lindsey, wies-
badam, germany.

one of Smith’s passions was judo, a skill he
learned while being in the air Force. one of his
co-workers was a member of the judo club on

CAMP 18 RESTAURANT - ELSIE, OREGON

IN 1966, Gordon Smith bought property along Highway 26 between Portland and the
Pacific Coast. By 1986, he had his Camp 18 Restaurant up and running. Featuring menu
items with logging terms and the largest spanning ridgepole in the country - its definite-
ly a stop for those in the Pacific Northwest. 

GORDON’S

PLACE
Camp 18 Restaurant on Highway 28 in
Oregon is Gordon Smith’s place for food
and a trip through logging history

(continued on Page 18

See “Gordon”
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Contact: Kevin Zender (360) 319-7973
Rod Hansen (360) 520-6849
Bob Howell (541) 913-9559

�3)02��1-<04�?-4,-8-7;063-4:�+53
85,�?-4,-8-7;063-4:�+53�@ *5*�?-4,-8-7;063-4:�+53

===�?-4,-8-7;063-4:�+53 9��<-8954��%�
LOG LOADERS

���
��):�	���� 6���($1"$�&1 //+$��%.1$2318�" !��1!+3�,.3.1��	
�����'12�����������������������������������
������):�	������ 6��)%1#%�'1!//+%��
��			�(12��4�#��	���-%6�/4,/��1"+3�'1!//+%��!43.�'1%!2%1��������������
������):�	���� 6��)%1#%�'1!//+%��
��			�(12��-%6�4�#��$1)5%�,.3.12��1%"42(%$���/)-2����������������������������
�����
�):�		��� 6��($1"$�&1 //+$��1$"$-3�4�"���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����
������559)4��&	����� 6��$6$++�&1 //+$��
�����'12��+(*$�-$6�".-#� �����������������������������	�����
������559)4�	��� 6��$6$++�&1 //+$��1!+3�,.3.1���"8+���������������������������������������������������������������
���	�����
�
����($1"$�&1 //+$��
�����'12��&..#�4�"��$7"$++$-3�+. #$1 ��������������������������������
���������
�
��5),-8��������'12���-$6�4�" ������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������
� 6��.-&�3'1.6$1�/ "* &$� -#��$6$++�&1 //+$��1$"$-3�4�"��	
�����'12 �������
����
�����������
� �$6$++�&1 //+$��	
�����'12������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �!
���������	���� 1$"$-3�,.3.1���/4,/������4�"�����������������������������������������������������������������
�����
���
��),022������� -$6�4�"��1$"$-3�,.3.1���/4,/��	������'12���������������������������������������
�����
������0:)+/0�(&����� 6��$6$++�&1 //+$����
���'12 ������������������������������������������������������������������
���	��0:)+/0�(&��
�� 6��)%1#%�'1!//+%��&.1%2318�#!"����			�(12��-%6�,.3.1��7+%-3�#.-$� ����������������������������
���	��0:)+/0�(&�	
�� 6��$6$++�&1 //+$����
���'12��&..#�".-#����������������������������������������		�����
������53):9;� ���
�����%.1$2318�" !�������($1"$�&1 //+$ ���������������������������������������������������
�����#��08,���
�� 6�1!+3�� 3�/.6$1��&..#�4�" ���������������������������������������������������������������������������
������5*-2+5�"������ 6��$6$++�&1 //+$��	
�����'12��&..#�".-#�������������������������������������������
������5*-2+5�"��	����6��$6$++�&1 //+$��		�
���'12��������������������������������������������������������������

DELIMBERS
���
����	
�
� 6�
�	��� 1 3 '��
����%4++�1.3 3(.-��7+$-3�".-#���+.6�'12 ������������������������������� �!
�����������
� 6�
�	
�� 1 3 '��

���������'12��5$18�-("$�, "'(-$������������������������������������
�����������
��� 6�	�� !1!3!(�������
���		�(12��!43.�'1%!2%1��+.''%1�&1.-3��5%18�'..$�#.-$�������������
�����
���
�������
� 6�
�����
��� 1 3 '��4/$1��1$"$-3�,.3.1��/4,/���1 #2 ��������������������������
�����
�����������
� 6����� 1 3 '��

���1$"$-3�-$6�,.3.1���1!+3�/4,/��&..#�4�"������������������
�����
��������	��
� 6��		�� !1!3!(���
��#.,/+%3%�1"+3�(%!$��-%6�/4,/��+.6�(12�.-�,.3.1��'..$�4�#����������

����
���	��041��-2:����&���6��	
�� !1!3!(�������&4++�1.3!3).-�.-�(%!$����			�(12��7+%-3�#.-$ ��������������������
���
��0:)+/0�		��6��	
�� !1!3!(���������			�(12�.-�(%!$��
��			�.-�#!11)%1��1.!$�"4)+$%1�&1.-3���������������
������0:)+/0����� 6�
����� 1 3 '��

���	������'12��&..#�".-#������������������������������������
�����
�����#0.-8+):������ 6��		����
� !1!3!(��4/%1�����		�(12��'..$�4�#��
�2%!2.-�.-�1"+3�(%!$�������������	�����
���
�#��08,��
�� 6��$3.��
���&..#�4�" �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����%)8):)/������ 1$!4(+3�'$ #��"�6�".,/����".-31.+2����������������������������������������������������������
������):�	�����6����� 1 3 '��

���	������'12��7+$-3�".-#��1. #�!4(+#$1�%1.-3 ��������������������
������):�	���� 6��
�� 1 3 '��

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������):�	���� 6��		
���
� !1!3!(���43.�'1%!2%1�.-�#!11)%1�!-$�(%!$��%73%-$%$�&1!,%���������������������
�����
������):�	������ 6�	�� !1!3!(���������			�(12��+.''%1�&1.-3�6��!3�'1!//+%��5%18�'..$�#.-$� ����������
�����
�)4?+5� #��� +.6�'12�.-�-$6�,.3.1�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������):�	���� 6����������1$"$-3�1$/ (12���2/ 1$�/ 132��	������'12 ������������������������������������
���	��041��-2:����&���6��$-' 1".���
���������'12��7+$-3�".-#� �����������������������������������	
�����
������041��-2:�		��&� 6��	
	��)%1#%���
��+),"%1��'..$�4�#��
��			�(12��-%6�"..,��#(!)-���������������������
������041��-2:��
�� 6��$-' 1".����������%.1$2318�" !���������������������������������������������������������
������0:)+/0��
�� 6�����
����1$"$-3�!..,���!..,�#1(5$��&..#�".-#����������������������������������
�),022������ 6��$-' 1".�����
�� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����
������),022���	�� 6����������&..#�4�"��1$"$-3�!42'(-&2��-("$�".-# ������������������������������������

BUNCHERS
�����#0.-8+):��&�	�� 1!+3�
���2 6��&..#�4�"��1$"$-3�1$/ (12��	������'12�������������������������
�����

���
�#0.-8+):��&�
��� �����)'%1#!3���	��2!6��-%6��4,,)-2�/.6%1��'..$�4�#��
	�
		�(12��%7��#.-$��������
�����
���
��),022�#������ �
���!$)++���	�1.3!3).-�2!6��-%6�4�#���1%#%-3�,.3.1��
���		�(12�������������������������������
�����#03*+5�

��&�� 6��4!$#.���		���	�1.3!3).-��

�			�(12��1%#%-3�4�#��,.3.1���/4,/���������������������
���
�#03*+5�

��&�� 6��4 #".�

��'.3�2 6��	
�����'12��&..#�".-# ��������������������������	�����
�����#03*+5�

��� 6��4!$#.�����(.3�2!6��
���		�(12��'..$�4�#��#�6�����"!12�2!6�!+2.����������������������������
�����#03*+5�

��� 6�����"!1�2!6��'..$�4�#��
��			�(12��1%#%-3�,.3.1��/4,/��31!5%+�,.3.12��'..$�4�# ���
�����

SKIDDERS & DOZERS & GRADERS
��������

��� "4-#()-'�'1!//+%��$4!+�&-#3-�"..,��1%!12��	���&1.-3��	���
�2%3�#(!)-2����		�(12���������
�����
���	����

������� #4 +�%4-"3(.-�!4-"'(-&�&1 //+$��	������'12��&..#�14!!$1��"�6�"' (-2 �����
�����
���������
������� $4!+�&4-#3-�"4-#()-'�'1!//+%����			�(12��'..$�#.-$���-%6�14""%1�.-�"!#*�����������������������
���
��):������ 26(-&�!..,��!4-"'(-&�&1 //+$ �����������������������������������������������������������������������
���
�#0.-8+):��	��� $4!+�&4-#3).-�"..,��"4-#()-'�'1!//+%��5%18��	���3)1%2�!-$�#(!)-2�����		�(12 ����������� �!
�����#��
��� #4 +�%-"3-�!..,��!4-"'(-&�&1 //+$��&..#�14!!$1��-("$�2*(##$1 �������������������������
������):���
� 26(-&�!..,��.-+8�
�
���'12��&..#�".-#����������������������������������������������������	������
������):���
� 26)-'�"..,��.-+8����		�(12��!43.�+4"%�2823%,��-%6�1!)+2���2(.%2��+)*%�-%6�#.-$������������������
������):��
�� 26(-&�!..,��	
�����'12 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �!
��

��):����� 6�6(-"'� -#�+.&� 1"'��&..#�".-#(3(.- ��������������������������������������������������������	
����
�):������6�6(-"'�� -&+$�!+ #$�6�3(+3��&..#�4�" ������������������������������������������������������������������������ �!
�):����� 6�6(-"'�� -&+$�!+ #$��6�3(+3��2"1$$-���&+ 22$#�" !��26$$/2��6.1*�+(&'32�����������	�����

YARDERS & SWING YARDERS
�),022����� )423�".,/+$3$#�, ).1�1$!4(+#�����
�/.6$1����&48+(-$ ������������������������������������	
�����
%)9/04.:54�
�"�� ��'48+)-%��1"+3��%31).3����
��/.6%1��'..$�4�#��-)#%�#.-$��14-�!++�+.'')-'�2823%,2��������
�0)354,��
��� �4,,(-2�/.6$1����&48+(-$��5$18�&..#�+(-$2��7+$-3�8 1#$1��+.6�'12��������������
�����"��� �!3�/.6%1���++)2.-�31!-2����'48+)-%2��(8$�'!-318��-%6�#)1#+%�!-$�(.#*2��7+%-3�4�#�����������������������
����
#��08,�#�'������ "�6��",$�" 1��&..#�+(-$2��&..#�4�"��-$6�/ (-3��7+$-3�".-# ���������������
������
�),022��
���� 3�/.6$1��'8#�4�"� -#�) "*2��&..#�+(-$2 ������������������������������������������������������������� �!
�),022��
�� 1"+3��%31).3���������3.104%��
�'48+)-%2��'..$�4�#��()'(�2/%%$�'%!1��6��+)-%2 ���������������������������������
#��08,�#�'�
�� �!3��
��,.4-3���!3�/.6%1��1"+3�$14,�2%3��
�'48+)-%��#�6��!'+%3���-%6�1!$).�2%3������������������
"1>2-),��
�� 31+�,.4-3���4,,(-2�/.6$1��"�6��",$�" 1� -#�1(&&(-&�������������������������������������
�522-8����� 31+�,.4-3�6�� &+$3� -#�1(&&(-&���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�/809:>�	�� 31+��,.4-3���4,,(-2�/.6$1���++(2.-�31 -2��
���3.6$1��6��� &+$3�" 1����������������������
#��08,�#�'���� 2%+&�/1./���
		������'48+)-%�
������1%#%-3�1"+3��4,,)-2������'..$�+)-%2�������������������������������
#��08,�#'��� �
		���31+����'48+)-%��
�������4,,)-2�����

�	��'..$�+)-%2��1%!$8�3.�+.'�������������������������
�����
#��08,�#�'
���2$+%�/1./�.-�14!!$1��1!+3������4,,(-2���3.104$��&..#�+(-$2��1$ #8�3.�+.&������ �!
�-8.-8��)81�	� 31+���	����'48+)-%��2+!#*+)-%1�
�
�
���+.32�.&�/!132��.-%�/)%#%�,.5%��'..$�+)-%2��7+%-3 �������������� �!
�-8.-8��)81��� 31+��
		����'48+)-%��2+!#*+)-%1�
�������'..$�+)-%2��3..�,!-8�/!132�3.�+)23��'..$�#.-$���������������� �!
%)9/04.:54���
� �!3�/.6%1����2/%%$��36)-�$)2#�31!-2����23!'%�3.104%���	��3.6%1��6�1)'')-'���"+.#*2����������� �!
"1).0:��$�
�� 31+�,.4-3���������&48+(-$��� 3�/.6$1 �������������������������������������������������������������� �!
"1).0:�
	
� �	���31+����&48+(-$��	�	������4,,(-2��

���++(2.-��6 3$1�.-� ++�#14,2 ����������������

MOTORIZED CARRIAGES
���	�
���� $7"$++$-3�".-# ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����
�53)4�� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������53)4���� &..#�".-#���6�1 #(.2�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

TRUCKS

������
��%��5.�#8;+19�=�:8)02-89� �4,,(-2�/.6$1 ��������������������������������������������	������
	����08-�#8;+19�=�20<-�8--29� 3..+2��1$ #8�&.��������������������������������������������������������������	�����

ALL THE LOGS on the
Camp 18 Restaurant
were hand-peeled to
give them a lighter
look. RIGHT: Gordon
Smith starts the pro-
cess of falling this
large tree for con-
struction of Camp 18. 
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the base in germany and he con-
vinced Smith to join the club.
Smith became a brown belt while
with the club and became a
fourth-ranked heavyweight ju-
doist in germany.  

upon returning to the states,
Smith earned his black belt and
made the northern california
all-star judo team, touring
around and showing his skills. 

in 1966, he bought the the
property that would eventually
become the camp 18 restaurant
roadside attraction on highway
26 between Portland and the Pa-
cific coast. while running gor-
don Smith logging, the logger
began preserving the history of
his industry. Smith would give it
the camp 18 name since the site
was near the mile 18 mile-mark-
er on uS highway 26.

“i always wanted to present a
bunch of old-time logging equip-
ment and put something back in-
to the timber industry,” Smith
said.

Smith’s own dad Frank was
born in 1895 and his uncle came
to the northwest in 1915. cur-
rently six generations of Smith’s
family live or have lived in the
area. his two sons, mark and
clay, carried on the tradition of
logging by being timber fallers.

if you were to drive through
in 1979, there was just a few
pieces of equipment near elsie,
oregon that Smith had collected.
his original idea was to have a

logging museum but several
ideas have sprouted since then. 

“we had a lot of different
equipment,” Smith said. “a log-
ging family would sell the equip-
ment or give it to us outright.
Some would give us equipment
via loan.” 

“we’re quite a ways from no
place,” Smith said to the orego-
nian. “But we’re not always go-
ing to be.”

By 1979, that property he
purchased had a few pieces of old
logging equipment as gordon be-
gan saving equipment slated for
the scrap pile. the inspiration
for the area was the old logging
camps that larger timber compa-
nies would once build - back be-
fore it was practical to commute
to the jobsite in an F-250.  

in 1980, he got a building per-
mit and began working on a
building that would house the
logging museum. all the lumber
used in the construction of the
building was cut using Smith’s
saw mill just across humberg
creek.the main 85-foot ridge-
pole was set on large supporting
columns - also massive logs that
were sunk upright for the 25-ton
ridgepole to be rested on. it took
two cats to just to get the ridge-
pole out of the woods. 

all the logs in the restaurants
construction were hand-peeled
and all the supports and logs are
full length. no beam or support
are two logs, they’re all one solid
beam. downstairs in the special
events space of the building,
there is a 20-foot long, 5-foot
wide yellow fir slab that is 18

inches thick that serves as the
bar. gordon said the slab just
sits on its supports which are
two stumps. 

For camp 18, Smith had
ideas and dreams but money was
another thing. this is when he
met maurie clark of cannon
Beach. clark’s dad had a
sawmill - clark and wilson
lumber co. - which was started
by his grandfather in 1905. By
the time the company shut down
in 1945, they had over 700 men
working for them.

clark worked in the timber
industry in 1930s. when clark
stopped by oney’s restaurant
one mile east in the early 70s, he
asked if there was a guy collect-
ing logging equipment. this was
the start of a prosperous rela-
tionship. Smith and clark
joined forces and worked on pre-
serving oregon’s logging legacy.
clark became the place’s main fi-
nancial backer with a love for
logging history and the place just
continued to grow.

“we need to continue our (log-
ging) history for young people
who don’t know anything about
it,” clark said in a 1988 inter-
view with the columbian out of
Vancouver, wa. 

clark has since passed away
but there is now the wilark
room in the camp 18 restaurant
dedicated to him.

three years into the construc-
tion, Smith decided he wanted to
turn it into a restaurant and
took his saw to the structure to
add a bathroom area, additional
customer space and the kitchen.

in 1986, the camp 18 restau-
rant opened and has served
large-sized portions to highway-
goers for decades. the menu us-
es logging terms to describe
items and the cinnamon rolls are
perhaps one of the largest things
you’re going to find on the west
coast. 

the touches are all over the
place for the structure. the
40x70-foot main room has one
fireplaces made from natural
rock, an upstairs bar area and
main eating area tables that are
made from slabs and stumps.
even the hostess center is a
large hollowed-out cedar stump.
old logging tools and artifacts,
along with many photos of his-
torical logging are spread
throughout the huge structure. 

“lots of people just can’t
imagine a structure like this,”
Smith said. “when one guy
heard the ridgepole weighed 25
tons - he didn’t want to be seated
under the beam anymore.” 

Broad axes make up the han-
dles for the old growth fir door to
get into the restaurant. the roof
is completely made of cedar shin-
gles - recently redone. outside
there are several chainsaw carv-
ings, done by lincoln city artist
rod Blair, of lumberjacks and a
wooden version of Sasquatch al-
so greets visitors. Smith readily
admits the place will never truly
be finished since they’re always
making plans for additions and
changes to the structure. 

Gordon

(continued from Page 16)

(continued on Page 25

See “Gordon”
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Visit us on the web at: www.fraleytractorinc.com
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WRECKING LOGGING EQUIPMENT
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WE BUY HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR PARTS AND RESALE...CALL US!

FRALEY TRACTOR, Inc. WRECKING DIV.
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Parting Out

Parting Out Parting Out Parting Out Parting OutParting Out

Parting Out Parting OutParting OutParting Out
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THIS  MAMMOTH
band saw was
moved from St. He-
lens to Camp 18 by
John Peterson, while
Gordon on the right
stands next to his
20-foot long, 5-foot
wide yellow first slab
that serves as the bar
for the downstairs
event room. 
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Order Online:
locknlube.com
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GORDON SMITH AND MAURIE CLARK were the duo that made Camp 18
Restaurant a possibility. Clark’s grandpa began the Clark and Wilson Lum-
ber Co. which employed 700 men at its peak before shutting down in 1945.
The 85-foot ridgepole that spans the restaurant is considered the largest in
the United States and weighs 25 tons. INSERT: Gordon Smith got into Judo
while he was stationed in Germany serving in the Air Force. He was ranked
No. 4 in the entire country of Germany and when he returned to the states,
he got his black belt and toured with an All-Star team.
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 At the February Log Show 
monthly meeting, Brian was 
elected the 2016 DLS Bull 
of the Woods.  Brian is very 
honored to have received this 
prestigious award.  He was 
born in 1945 to Wayne and 
Esther Pederson.  He has one 
older brother, Steve.  Brian was 
in the Class of ’63 at Mt Baker 
High School in Deming.  He 
had his �rst ride in a log truck 
at age 13 and knew from that 
day on his passion was log 

trucks.  In 1964 Brian began driving log truck for Martinson 
Bros.  During the next 4 years he drove for Abner Ludtke, Joe 
Zender and Harry Scalf, hauling logs in western Washington.
In 1965 Brian joined the Army National Guard.  He received 
his basic combat training at Fort Ord CA, his AIT (advanced 
individual training) was an eleven week welding school at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland.  He returned from 
active duty in July ’66 and continued driving logging truck. 
In the fall of ’67 Brian bought a welding machine and worked 
for Martinson Bros. in their shop.  �e job consisted of 
fabricating a new log loading boom for their shovel. Upon the 
completion of the boom Brian worked in a local fabrication 
shop until September ’68. 
He then enrolled at Bellingham Technical School for machine 
shop class.  While in school he set up shop in his parents’s 
garage.  He worked evenings and weekends doing small jobs 
and repairing log trailers & trucks in their driveway.  Before 
school was out the next summer, business escalated enough 
to hire his brother Steve.  �ey realized they needed to �nd 
a larger facility if they were going to continue.  Brian and 
Steve became partners, moved to a rented shop and hired 
more employees.  In 1974 they formed a corporation and the 
business, Pederson Bros., Inc.  In 1978 they purchased land 
and moved into their own building in July of 1980.
Logging equipment, trucks, and trailers comprised most of 
their work due to the friendships Brian had gained from the 
loggers and truckers he had worked with while hauling logs.  
It wasn’t long before a shop truck was added.  Brian spent 
most of his days, weekends and some evenings in the woods 
repairing logging equipment.
In 1973 Brian decided he wanted to get back into log trucking.  
He bought a new Peterbilt and fabricated the truck equipment 
and trailer.  Ronnie Moore was his �rst hired driver.  In 1977 
Brian & Steve formed a trucking partnership.  In the years that 

followed until present, Pederson Bros. Trucking has owned 23 
logging trucks. �eir trucks have hauled logs in Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho and British Columbia.  Currently they operate 
one log truck, driven by Mike Wartchow, who has been with 
them since 1987.
Brian designed their �rst logging trailer with Hendrickson 
aluminum walking beam suspension in 1977.  In February 
of 2000 Brian designed the �rst 3 axle long log trailer with a 
reverse caster 3rd axle, which was purchased by Byron Bros. 
of Hoquiam, WA.  Pederson Bros. continues to build log truck 
equipment, 2 axle, 3 & 4 axle long log and short log trailers for 
customers in Washington, Oregon, California and Montana.
Brian married Carla Perry in 1977 and they have two sons, 
Grant & Matthew.  Grant works as a mechanical engineer at 
BP Cherry Point re�nery in Blaine and drives truck when 
time allows.  Matt is an o�cer in the United States Marine 
Corps.  �e Deming Logging Show became a family a�air for 
the Pedersons. 
Brian was Vice President in 1975 & President in’76.  In 1987 
he and Carla received the Gold Axe. �is year he has been 
selected as the Bull of the Woods which makes him a Triple 
Crown recipient. He currently serves on the DLS executive 
board.  Grant is a three time past president of the DLS.  Matt 
comes home for the Log Show every year if deployments don’t 
interfere.
Brian’s hobbies include his classic Chevys, riding his Harleys, 
and snow skiing.
Over the last 45 years Brian has spent countless hours working 
at the DLS show grounds.  �e majority of projects at the DLS 
which have involved steel fabrication are the result of his 

dedication to this 
Log Show.
He has been able to 
follow his passions 
in the logging and 
metal fabrication 
industries for 52 
years and still 
enjoys his work. 
�e Deming 
Logging Show is 
honored to have 
Brian Pederson as 
our 2016 Bull of 
the Woods.

2016 Deming Logging Show 

Bull of the Woods

Brian Pederson

(continued on Page 22

See “Bull of the Woods”

FORCE TO BLACK
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Bull of the Woods (continued from Page 21)



last march, President obama
met world leaders at the nuclear
Security Summit regarding,
wrote the new york times, his
“six-year effort to rid the world of
loose nuclear material.”  mean-
while, he is six years into a nu-
clear waste scheme that scuttled
decades of decision-making by
congress, gave safeguarding of
waste, in the case of nonfunc-
tioning nuclear facilities, to a
small cadre of guards, and risks
that terrorists will release ra-
dioactivity into communities that
never agreed to nuclear waste in
their neighborhoods.  his under-
reported disregard for federal
law here not only takes the yel-
lowcake, it exposes americans to
terror attacks and wastes bil-
lions of dollars.

the nuclear waste Policy act
of 1982 ordered the safe storage
and/or disposal of radioactive
waste.  in 1987, nevada’s yucca
mountain was selected as the
best site after decades of inten-
sive Site characterization Stud-
ies.  then, from 1987 to 2002,
the department of energy (doe)
spent $3.8 billion on further sci-
entific and technical studies of
yucca mountain.  the act re-
quired the doe to begin moving
spent fuel to a repository no later
than 1998, but in 2002, nevada
vetoed the site, an action that
was overridden that year by
congress.

two years into the obama ad-
ministration, at the behest of
Senator harry reid (d-nV), it
proposed eliminating funds for

the yucca mountain project and,
ignoring decades of scientific
study, created a Blue ribbon
commission to consider anew
ways to handle america’s nucle-
ar waste.  worst yet, the doe
tried to kill the nuclear regula-
tory commission’s (nrc’s) yucca
mountain licensing proceeding,
but was stopped by an august
2013 federal appeals court ruling
that it was “flouting the law.”

meanwhile, Senator reid’s
man at the nrc, chairman gre-
gory Jaczko, directed staff to be-
gin the “orderly closure” of yucca
mountain activities, including
ending work on the Safety eval-
uation report (Ser) that con-
tains staff’s conclusions about
the yucca mountain site’s suit-
ability.  nonetheless, in october
2014, the nrc released Ser’s
Volume iii, which found that
doe’s license application for
yucca mountain meets long-term
nuclear waste repository regula-
tory and safety requirements,
and that yucca mountain dispos-
al would remain safe for one mil-
lion years!  unfortunately, any
national security pressure on the
obama administration to press
forward with yucca mountain
died when, “with a gun to its
head,” Sandia national labora-
tories concluded the risk that
terrorists might access and uti-
lize nuclear waste was “inconclu-
sive.”

all the while, that is, since
1982, the doe has collected $40
billion from electricity con-
sumers to build and operate yuc-
ca mountain, even after it killed
the nevada site and has no
planned and viable alternative.
in 2013, a federal court ordered
the doe to stop collecting the
fees; however, the government

still has the money.  that is not
all; energy companies forced to
stow the waste congress told the
doe to put in nevada sued the
doe and so far won over two bil-
lion dollars; the congressional
research Service estimates these
court awards will exceed $20 bil-
lion by 2020 and then will cost
taxpayers $500 million annually.
Small wonder that, last decem-
ber, the national association of
regulatory utility commission-
ers told congress to do what
even obama officials could not
prevent its Blue ribbon commis-
sion from demanding: “Prompt
efforts to develop one or more ge-
ologic disposal facilities.”

today 160,000 spent fuel as-
semblies, containing 45,000 tons
of spent fuel from nuclear power
plants, are in storage across the
country; 156,500 are at power
plants, like the waste from the
shuttered San onofre plant in
southern california.  there a
handful of armed guards, still
awaiting nrc policy on when
they may fire their weapons,
have orders only to “detect, de-
ter, and flee” when they en-
counter threats.  Fleeing a ter-
rorist attack involving nuclear
waste may work for them, not so
the 13 million in los angeles,
less than fifty miles away.  mr.
President, before trying to ad-
dress the world’s nuclear waste
problems, stop stonewalling the
solution congress and President
reagan found for america’s nu-
clear waste.

Mr. Pendley, a Wyoming  attor -
ney, is President and Chief Legal
 Officer of Mountain States Legal
Foundation and a regular   c olum -
nist in  Loggers World.
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Summary Judgment....

by William Perry Pendley

On Nuclear Waste:
Physician, 

Heal Thyself

MARK III WHISTLE CONTROL
 !)�� �&�������
,��� �����&��)�+��$!�

�! ��%&����$�#'� ���%�)�&����"$!(� ���%�� 

CARRIAGE CONTROLS
$'�����$���!%�&��&��� ��! &$!���!%&

�� '���&'$�$-%���$$������$!��&����$!' ��!$
&���+�$��$

Rugged, Durable,
Industrial Radio

Equipment since 1946!

������!*���	��������!��%���
���$!��!!���+������
	�	�����	

Telephone 360-856-0836
)))�&�����&!!&�$��!�

������������

����
�	����
������

DUKES
PARTS & EQUIPMENT

509-952-9223
����
)((�&��� �����������!�������
���

������)'�#)(�#" �"����+++��)��'���*,�%)�$!�"(��#!

Now Stocking New &
Used Forestry Tires,

������
��
�����
�����
�������
���	���������

Rebuilt ESCO 
Bunching Grapples,

��� ������� 
$7,800

NEW Unused 
Sorting Grapples,

$3,750

D8L�����Parting Out

988B�����Parting Out 

Clark 667 Skidder, ��������������
������������ $18,500

Link-Belt 3400Q �����&����� �!��&�
"�+��#!$)(�&�','(�!����#+"�&�$36,000

05 F550 Lariat 4x4, ����!� �'�#"��"��"�
�"��� )(����	�'$���������������,���$(#��&�*�"
��&��#!$��
�� �������&�"���#)(&����&'������&'

#"���  �&�+� ��&��(#&����$29,000

D4H, 
��������&'�
&#$'��+�"����
	�+�,�� ���
$28,000
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By Richard Schwab

when i first accepted the
Presidency of the american log-
gers council on September 26,
2015, i presented a list of goals
that i hoped to accomplish dur-
ing my term. one of those goals
was to increase our presence in
washington, dc and to encour-
age more loggers to participate
in these high level discussions
with our elected representatives.

i am pleased to report that we
had 60 individuals present in
washington, dc this year during
our Spring Fly-in that included
loggers from both Vermont and
connecticut. Joe Phaneuf with
the northeastern loggers asso-
ciation (nela) and Board mem-
ber rocky Bunnell did a great
job in recruiting these gentlemen
to not only participate in hill
visits, but to also sit at the table
during our Board of directors
meeting on Saturday to learn
more about the american log-
gers council and what other ac-
tivities we are involved in.

in one and a half days, mem-

bers of the american loggers
council conducted 146 visits
with their congressmen and
congresswomen as well as their
Senators and staff. they also at-
tended briefings with uSda un-
der Secretary robert Bonnie,
Jeff crane, President of the con-
gressional Sportsmen’s Founda-
tion, Bill imbergamo, director of
the Federal Forest resource
coalition, and both luke loy
and caitlin rayman with the uS
department of transportation.

we not only continued to edu-
cate those lawmakers up on the
hill on our issues, we also
learned a lot from the meetings
that we attended with agency
personnel and committee staff.

we discovered that there are
some things that we can do to
possibly help with cSa scores, to
assist the uS Forest Service in
utilizing some of the authorities
that were granted to it in the
2014 Farm Bill, and that we do
have a voice and a presence in is-
sues when they impact the pro-
fessional timber harvesting com-

munity.

i want to thank each and ev-
ery one of those individuals who
made the trip to washington this
year and the extra effort that
was put forth to set up appoint-
ments and take the time to meet
with a record number of offices
during our brief time on the hill.
you have helped me to keep one
of my promises to you, and that
is to be an even more effective
voice for our industry in wash-
ington, dc.

the american loggers council
continues to grow and gain trac-
tion in washington, dc on many
fronts, and the professionalism
and engagement by all of our
members is what keeps us mov-
ing forward as the only national
voice exclusively representing
professional timber harvesters in
the united States.

if your State has not yet be-
come involved with the alc,
please ask us how we can assist
you to make that happen. until
next time, log on! and log Safe!

Richard Schwab is the Pro-
curement Manager for M.A.
Rigoni, Inc., a full service timber
harvesting and forest manage-
ment company located in Perry,
Florida.

The American Loggers Council
is a non-profit 501(c) (6) corpora-
tion representing professional
timber harvesters in 30 states
across the US. For more informa-
tion, visit their web site at
www.amloggers.com or contact
their office at 409-625-0206.

As We See It.... 

Spring DC Fly-In
Follow - Up

Equipment like this Willamette Iron & Steel loader
above and this 1872 Dolbear rebuilt Steam Donkey

to the right that keeps people walking around the
parking lot at Camp 18.
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Marketing International, Inc.
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THUNDERBIRD 
TSY 6355,

�;22��4:,825*1��#=04.�')8+,8���	�-:
�0<,��553��
	���):����96,,+

�220954���04,9���#!��#,,�0:� 6,8):,�
%�"'��������",)+>�:5�&581�

THUNDERBIRD
TMY 70,
���;>204,9

�	�9,80,9��,:850:���
96,,+�$=04��09*
$8)493099054�����
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New JEWELL
Grapple 

Model 4066
P.O.R.///��-'.,%�)+!#)(��)'

��)(#,�"+)'�-$!��%.,&�/� �3521281&('� "�8�6/$:��,6
$�+($57)(/7�75,%87(�72�7+(�+$5'�:25.,1*�0(1���:20(1�,1
7+(�/2**,1*�,1'8675<�$1'�'(',&$7('�72�7+(�0$1<�0(1�:+2
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��3$*(�%22./(7��),//('
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in 1988, Smith donated a
large water tower from the
Port of tillamook that was re-
stored and now rests on the
next-door, non profit camp 18
museum. he also fell the 161-
foot spahr tree that serves as
the museum’s centerpiece.
there is a gigantic water
wheel of the restaurant out
back that was built by lee
wooden from his hard on Fish-
hawk creek near Jewell, ore-
gon. it provided electricity for
the farm from 1927-37. 

in 1991, Smith took over
running the restaurant and
has gone strong ever since.
the collecting of machines has
continued as well. during this
time, Smith moved an old
steam donkey from astoria to
camp 18 - a 36-mile trip on
logging roads since the thing
was too big to haul on the
highway. Smith also got a
diesel loader that had been
used at the lewis and clark
log boom. 

“we have some people that
have worked here for 30
years,” Smith said.    

mother’s day is the busiest
weekend for the restaurant
and last year’s thanksgiving
was a hit for the restaurant as
well. they were very busy. 

Visitors have come from all
over: Sweden, northern ire-
land, chile, texas, arizona,
Pennsylvania, colorado, rhode
island and iowa. they take it
the expansive restaurant and
the logging machines outside
the structure. if they’re lucky,
they also are able to talk to
gordon, who will chat up cus-
tomers and tell them the sto-
ries behind the photos on the
wall and just what it took to
construct the restaurant. 

So while the camp 18
restaurant  may make you
stop alongside the highway in
northwestern oregon for
heaping portions of food, it’s
gordon Smith who has the sto-
ries and the legacy of remind-
ing us of the logging industry’s
past.  

BIGFOOT GREETS
customers for
Camp 18 Restau-
rant along with
other chainsaw
sculptures.
They’re done by
Lincoln City artist
Rod Blair.  

Gordon

(continued from Page 18)

CHECK US OUT ONLINE!

www.loggersworld.com

We’ve got a new website! 
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THIS GIGANTIC
WATER WHEEL was
built by Lee Wood-
en from his farm on
Fishhawk Creek
near Jewell, Ore-
gon. It provided
electricity for the
farm from 1927-37.  
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2014 Link-Belt 290X2,
�������78�
$235,000

2014 John Deere 2154D

�
����78�
P.O.R.

2010 Cat 527 
(�
������78���<344�2,;0��0<�&��

P.O.R.

New 2013 Cat 527
����78�

$430,000

2014 
Komatsu
XT445L-2
	������78��
":,/.6
���>
�698,<
P.O.R.

2006 
Komatsu
PC220,
	��
��
�6:78

$85,000

2009 Kobelco SK260
w/Logmax 7000XT,
	������78����0<��51350

P.O.R.

2014 Tigercat 880, 
�������6:78
$380,000

2000 Cat 527,
��#64407

$175,000

2005
Timbco

T445EXL

�0<�&���
#0-:349
�51�

$150,000

2014 Timberpro TL74B
��
��78�

��������

���	�����
P.O.R.

2014 Cat 320D

������6:78��
P.O.R.

Thunder-
Bird 
6140
�0<��,9�
�51350�
#0,/=�96
�61�

P.O.R.

MIKE (541) 954-7643 • ERIC (541) 206-2252 • DAN (541) 914-9222
������	������� ���
�������	����
��
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