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FEATURED IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

Dan Green moved to New Meadows because it was more inline for D & D Green

Trucking’s routes. The population is just under 500 people in the community north

of Boise in Adams County, Idaho. Green grew up in Council, Idaho which is the

county seat of Adams. The population of the town is 839. Adams County got its

name in 1911 to honor U.S. President John Adams.

IN THIS ISSUE

ON THE FRONT: Dan Green’s 2005 Kenworth
W900L with a 1989 Whitlog long logger enjoys
some early day sunlight in central Idaho..

See “BORN IN THIS”
starting on Page 4
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Dan Green has been out in
the woods since as long as
he can remember. After his

dad passed away when
Dan was 19, several area
loggers helped him make
his way in the timber in-
dustry and now Dan and

his wife Diane own
D & D Green Trucking. 

D & D GREEN

TRUCKING

18. THE GREAT ALBERTA HAY HAUL
by Sherm Ousdale

NEW MEADOWS AND COUNCIL

IDAHO
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by brandon Hansen
For Log Trucker

S
ince he was big enough to get in the
pickup, Dan Green has been out in
the woods. The New Meadows, Idaho

log truck driver said he doesn’t know any
better, but judging by his 33 years of expe-
rience, one could assume that he probably
knows better than most people.

Dan feels very much a part of the cen-
tral Idaho logging community. When you
work in the timber industry, chances are
you’ll be working alongside a lot of the
same characters for years. Sure people
come and go, but Green said it’s this close-
knit community that makes working in
the woods rewarding to him.

When Dan’s father passed away when
he was 19 years old, Green’s two uncles
and several local loggers took him under
their wings as he started out in the timber
industry.

“All those guys watched over me and I
learned more from them than most people
do in their whole lives,” Dan said “That’s

the reason I try as hard as I do, because I
feel like I owe those guys that.”

Dan has fond memories of working at a
young age for his dad - who had the com-
pany Weiser River Logging. From driving
water truck to driving lowboy, Green got
logging in his blood early and it hasn’t let
up. After his dad passed away, he worked
for several local outfits in the area while
helping his mom out.

In 1987, Green went to work for Mike
Canaday Logging driving lowboy and
hauling logs, he did that for 13 years. In
2000, Green and his brother Craig began
their own logging company in Council,
Idaho and worked together for five years
before his brother bought him out. That’s
when Dan began D&D Green Trucking
with his wife Diane. That put Dan in the
driver’s seat again where he enjoyed be-
ing.

“I’ve pretty much done everything, run-
ning cats, loaders and strokers but I’ve
been drawn more to trucks,” Dan said.
“Even when we were done logging for the
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(Continued on Page 8)

See “GREEN”
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GETTING LOADED is D & D Green Trucking’s 2005 Kenworth W900L
for a project called Wood Stock. This project provides firewood for fami-
lies in need through the local churches in McCall, Idaho.  This picture is
of  D&D’s 1975 C500 with Savage loader named “Bam Bam.” 

BORN IN THIS
Dan Green grew up in trucking
and continues to remember
those that showed him the ropes

DAN GREEN, his grandson
Rowan Green and trusty
sidekick Twig get out of
the loader on Jim Hileman
Trucking’s job near
Council, Idaho. 
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TIM SCHIERMEISTER with
SCHIERMEISTER TRUCKING THANK

YOU ������������
�����
�

2017
ALPINE
LOG TRAILER

CALL (208) 877-1714
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INDUSTRIAL, LLC
LOG TRAILERS

SITTING PARKED AT HOME is D & D Green
Trucking’s 2000 Kenworth W900L and 2005
W900L. The 2000 was Dan Green’s first truck for
the company and the 2005 has the same paint
job as the truck Dan’s dad used to drive.
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Advanced Hydraulic Supply
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	��� • BUMPERS • STACKS • LED LIGHTS

• CHROME • FLAPS • FENDERS

I-5 Exit 263
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Monday-Friday: 9:00-5:30503-463-0500
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Come Join Us

at our Truck Show!

Friday 8/26: Nightglow
 at 9pm

Truck Show Saturday
 8/27
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HERE IS A PROJECT FOR YOU, Dan Green and his son Casey
converted a 1996 Kenworth T600 to a T800. Three of Green’s

sons have driven for Green and worked in the logging industry.
They’ve branched out in their careers now. Casey is now driving
a county dump truck in Chehalis, Wash. Christopher is a house
painter and Jesse is a faller for Tim Mahon Logging. “With the
hours and hours you put into this job, you can’t do it without

family,” Green said. “They’re behind what you’re doing whether
it's running parts, making lunches for you and being understand-

ing when you come home late.” 
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P e n d l e t o n

WOODPECKER TRUCKWOODPECKER TRUCK
®

www.woodpeckertruck.com
I-84 Exit 202 • Pendleton, OR • (800) 547-6670
I-84 Exit 17 • Troutdale, OR • (800) 527-5469

     
      

     
      

    
      

      
      

  
        

     
       

                  

     
           

                             

    
      
     
           

                     

    
       

     
               

                     

   
      
        

         
                            

  
       

     
       

                             

    
       

     
     

                            

    
       

     
       

    
      
      
       
                        

    
         

       
      

       

     
      

     
      

    
      

    
      

          

    
      
       

              

    
       

       
                             

 

 

 

     
         
     

           
                   

 

    
         

     
                          

 

    
      
       
      
              

    
      
       

              

I-84 Exit 202 • Pendleton, OR
888-WOODPECKER (888-966-3732)

Since
1960
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SAVE $9,000

Heavy Haul

Trailer and Truck BunkHendrickson

SAVE $4,800 SAVE $6,000

4 Axle

Sales – Financing – Rentals – Service – Parts – Body Shop – Salvage
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New Dump Body

Service Truck
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SAVE $18,000
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ABOVE: This is what started D&D Green Trucking, a red
2000 Kenworth W900L with a 550 Cat, 18-speed, RT40
Rockwell double locker and 2003 Alpine log trailer.
BELOW: In this photo, Dan Green is loading himself on
Gladhart Logging’s jobsite near Donnelly, Idaho. Glad-
hart is based out of Cambridge, Idaho.



season or have a break I’d go
see who I could haul for.”

D&D Green Trucking
started with a 2000 W900L
Kenworth with a 2003 Alpine
trailer. Dan has been on the
road ever since with the main
companies he hauls for being
Jim Hileman Trucking and
Tom Mahon Logging.

“There are probably still 8-
10 decent-sized logging opera-
tions in the area and here ev-
erybody knows one another so
you end up hauling for one
another,” Dan said.

Green eventually added a
1996 Kenworth T800 for his
son Casey to drive and Dan’s
latest truck to drive is a 2005
Kenworth W900L with a 1989
Whit-Log long logger and a
CAT NZ 550 engine.

And it’s his latest truck
that he’s made a tribute to his
dad. The 2005 Kenworth has
the same paint job as his
dad’s 1973 Kenworth.

“The newest truck I have
now was totaled when we
purchased it, and I built it
from the ground up,” Green
said. “It took a couple of
months and it was a practi-
cally perfect wreck. This was
my most extensive project.”

It took about a year to get
all the kinks worked out of
the truck and it’s now Green’s
workhorse.

Dan admits the number of
parts exchanged in the pro-
cess makes it more of its own
truck than the one that was
originally wrecked.

“I changed it up completely
and had it down to the rails,”
Green said. “But I wanted to
do this for my dad, I wanted
to do this to honor him.”

Green’s ability to rebuild a
truck shows just how me-
chanically inclined he is.
Since he’s 120 miles from the
nearest truck dealership, a
quick afternoon trip down
there to get a fix is out of the
question. Dan does all his
maintenance at his home
shop, does any bigger jobs on
the weekend and Kenworth

does a good job delivering
parts once a week to the area.

“When I worked for Cana-
day, I had my oil changed by
someone else once in the 13
years I was there,” Dan said.

Green runs hard and will
load his own logs before log
crews get to the jobsite and
after they’ve left. He said it
helps him get extra loads in a
day that begins at 2:30 a.m.
and ends usually around 6
p.m. or whenever…. 

He said that he can only
do it with the support of his
family. All three of his boys at
one time logged or hauled logs
with Green. Sometimes Dan
added another truck to the
fleet for his kids.

“With the hours and hours
you put into this job, you can’t
do it without family,” Green
said. “They’re behind what
you’re doing whether it’s run-
ning parts, making lunches
for you and being understand-

ing when you come home
late.”

Green said that if he had a
dollar every time his log truck
was parked outside a high
school for an event, he’d prob-
ably be a rich businessman.

His kids have all branched
out in their careers. Casey is
now driving a county dump
truck in Chehalis, Washing-
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8435 N. CRAWFORD STREET • PORTLAND, OREGON 97203
�� ���"���� ���������
(800) 222-8435

��� �����
(503) 286-8336

��#�
(503) 283-3423

ST. JOHNS 
THE POWERTRAIN PEOPLE
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REPLACEMENT FLYWHEELS

CUMMINSB� MANIFOLDS
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Check out ALL our
TRUCKS at...

+++�'(�#�"'(&)����#!

FULL SERVICE TRUCK 
& TRAILER REPAIR

Call St. Johns First!
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Fuller 18 speeds

8

(Continued on Page 17)

See “GREEN”

GREEN

(Continued from Page 4)
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WHOLESALE TRUCK PARTS & EQUIP.

	���������
NORTHWEST HEADQUARTERS

&-/��������+"��!���&�������#����
" ���! #������!��!���" ��!++�/!1)-0�

!++��020.%,0)-,0��/%"2)+1�'%!/(%!$0��
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CAT
C-15
6NZ

REBUILT  TRANSMISSIONS
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DETROIT SERIES “60”

�,+,*�������%��=%��3-/3,6��9(/1()1,��
&/7.��(0,6���44+��43+/7/43

� �=����=�����,754/7��������
�822/36��"'>6�� CALL!

We Specialize in
REPOWER FRAME CLIPS

DUMP BOXES AVAILABLE, 14’ - 16’
CALL FOR PRICING!
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Random TRuck ShoTS
SHAWN MICHAEL in his 1987 Peterbilt
379 with a CAT 550, 18-speed transmis-
sion, 402 rears, 3.70 ratio and Peerless
log gear stops long enough for this pho-
to in front of Mt. Adams to be taken.
Ryan hauls for M&M Excavating out of
Glenwood, Wash. The name of his com-
pany is Phoenix Trucking. A few months
ago he implanted a 5EK 550 C15 CAT
engine to replace his 3406b CAT motor.  
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Have you asked if you qualify for a  

TIMBER Log Truck Grant? 

Funding deadlines are rapidly approaching! 

North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District 
(707) 443-3093  www.ncuaqmd.org 
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Call (360) 577-7900
---�- ��#�()(�'�!(��&$
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WE ARE HERE FOR ALL YOUR

HEAVY DIESEL & MECHANICAL

SERVICE NEEDS:
/��&$'#�*�����,.
�!�)�#��!��%&)*!�)

/��+)'�%)!&%
/����(�%�)
/��(�%)$!))!&%)

/�%�!%���&("
/�#��*(!��#���'�!(
/�
����&("
/��!� *��+*.��#��*��(+�"
��(,!�������)��0�!�)�#
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#

� �
� �

� � � � � �
� � � �

Call about our 
Oil Service Special

COMPLETE RV & DIESEL SERVICE

DAN GREEN LOADING HIMSELF AGAIN. Do you kind of see a pat-
tern here? Here he’s on a Helmich Industries logging job on

the Middle Fork of the Weiser near Council, Idaho. Dan will get up
early with a preload for the nearby mill in New Meadows, or he’ll
show up to the jobsite before the crew to get a load and get to the

mill before it opens. Typically a day lasts 2:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. or later.
“My trucking friends also helped me tons,” Green said. “They’d help

me in the middle of the night with loads and these guys run just as
hard as me.” Dan has seen a lot of the old timers pass away and that

pushes him to try harder. Mills have gotten farther away, diesel prices
have gone up, engines have gotten more horsepower and with

changes in transmission, trucks drive a little more like a pickup these
days. Miles have gone up, Dan said his dad would usually put 32,000

to 35,000 miles a year on a truck and that has since jumped to
120,000 to 125,000. 
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P.O. BOX 668 • WILBUR, OR 97494

������� (541) 673-1166
�
��	� ������������������������ 1-800-452-1234

www.whitlogtrailers.com

���������

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Check out all the pictures and 

Like Our Page!

Mike Modrell Trucking, ���������� �� �+�'�� � /� 	��
� �"#-��(!
��������('!��(!! +�/#-"���-�"#'!��+.�$��.'$����(%,- +��Thanks Mike!!

Hadaller Logging, ���������� �+�'��� /�	��
��"#-��(!�������
�('!� �(!! +� /#-"� ��-�"#'!� �+.�$� �*.#)& '-�� .,-(&� �-  %� ��� ���$�
�(.�% ���) + ���-#'! +���'���.�"��(+ 1Thanks Shawn!!

Whitco Inc., ����������� �+�'��� /�	��
��"#-��(!����������%$#'!�� �&�
�('!��(!! +�/#-"���-�"#'!��+.�$��.'$����(%,- +��Thanks Bud & Rick!!

International Forest Products, ������������ �+�'��� /�	��
��#'!% 
�+�#% +��(�� +��,, &�%0�/#-"��-���%$��'����� ,,����� +��Thanks Pat!!

��������������	
�������
�������

HAVING GONE FULL CIRCLE, this 1961 International 405 West Coaster
was owned by Green’s dad George. Dan was able to reacquire it in
2000. George bought the truck from Tom Mahon Logging in 1973-74.
The truck did everything from hauling logs, to being a water truck to
lowboy and also did some belly dumping. It eventually became a log
loader. George sold the truck in 1980 and 20 years later it came back
under Green family ownership. It is retired now and its only job will be
eventually to haul grandkids through parades.
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!  
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TRANSMISSIONS

/������������������������������������������������������
�
/������������������������������������������������������
�
/������
��� ������������������������������������������
/������	��
 ���������������������������������������
��
/������	��� ���������������������������������������
��
/������������ ��������������������������������������
/���������� ������������������������������������
�

ENGINES 
/ �	��� �	�� �'���%)'��*��������������������
����

��%!%)'��*���
/ ����-''$(+�$�� � ��
�� !. #�("!
/ 
����-''$(+��(+%)��&&� �����������������������
�
/��-''$(+������	�+!*$!+ ������������������������
������������������������������������	
���!. #�("!
/������������"�)���&&��(+%%�( ������	���
/ ��
 	��� '���#&,�$!#�) ��������������������
��
/ �	����
����	���	���������!. #�("!
/ ����	 ��� '���(+%)��&&��������������
���

���������	��� �����'#+)�����)'��
��#�#&�"!%�������Parting Out

ENGINES / TRANSMISSIONS
Check With Us Before You Buy!

�������� ����	��� � ��� ���	����� ����

 �� ����	�	� ��	��

MILLER TRUCK SALVAGE L.L.C.
DIESEL TRUCKS & PARTS

�
��
�����������������/��������������������
“Specializing in ’70’s thru 90’s”

(503) 283-1797

��
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����
(+%)��&&��
��*,$("��-,

����������
����+$�

$!%)���
�)'���
�&))�'�)�
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��,$)(�&�
�����
�*�(!
$4500

���	������ %�
Parting Out Only

MEET TWIG, a rat terrier you could call the “million-mile mutt” as
she’s hauled nearly every load of logs with Dan since 2005. Green’s
wife Diane originally got the dog but the scale shack proved to be
too cold in the winter so Twig went into the log truck cab with Dan.
It proved to be a good fit for her and as you can see in the photo on
the right, she’s turned into quite the co-pilot. 



LL
o

g
o

g
TT

r
u

C
k

e
r

r
u

C
k

e
r

A
u

g
u

s
t

2
0

1
6

13

13
36

   

Sold & Serviced by
L&M Truck Sales, Inc.
4001 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
800-796-9813

����� �+#&$%,(&)#+� ������ ���� ���� ��!�
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���������&�� )+�����'%)�) $���'�&&"����'*���*���%&�%$
)'� "�'���������	��

����� �������������� ����� ����� ��!�
���� -4�� ��� 64**)�� �������� +5327�� �������
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Several  Used Sercos Avai lable

 

      

      

If your plan to drive your log 
truck into retirement needs 
this: 

Maybe you should ask us      
about a TIMBER grant. 

If you drive log truck in California and are registered 
with CARB, you may qualify for funding to upgrade to a 

new or used log truck.   

Funding deadlines are rapidly approaching! 
 

 

 

 

North Coast Unified  
Air Quality Management District 

(707) 443-3093     
www.ncuaqmd.org 

GEORGE GREEN bought this Kenworth new in the fall of 1972.
It served as the inspiration for the paint job on Dan Green’s
2005 Kenworth W900L that he now runs. The truck had already
been sold by the Greens when this photo was taken. “The
newest truck I have was totalled, and I built it from the ground
up,” Green said. “It took a couple of months and it was a prac-
tically perfect wreck. This was probably my most extensive
project.” It took about a year to get all the kinks worked out of
the truck and it’s now Green’s workhorse. Although Dan ad-
mits the number of parts exchanged in the process makes its
more of its own truck than the one that was originally
wrecked.



FOR LOGGING OR DUMP TRUCKS

FENDER KITS
�.),$+%��-2,1%$�&-/��%+&��1%%/),'
�25)+)!/6��5+%0���3!)+!"+%�4)1(
�),01/2#1)-,0�1-�),01!++�)1�6-2/0%+&

-/�4%�#!,�$-�)1�&-/�6-2�

WE SELL and
INSTALL THEM!

CALL US!

P.O. Box 5701 503-363-0892
Salem, OR 97304 fax 503-362-5435

���������

With Rebuilt Axle or your Axle.
Call for your Application

IInn SSttoocckk NNooww !!
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NEW Silent Drive 
Ultra Flex Series UF-1013-1B
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THIS WAS DAN GREEN’S FIRST PROJECT TRUCK, a
1968 Kenworth 350 Cummins with a 4+4 transmission,
Rockwell rear ends and a backyard paint job. This photo
was taken in Council, Idaho in 1985.

������&� ���'����%�# �� #�����!# �������"�!�

�� $����� ��������!����"����(������ ���
Ask for Tim  • 503-245-3345 or 888-821-4717 •  Tigard, Oregon


����������	�����������������
��������������T.W. MORGAN INSUR

ANCE SERVICES

���������

• Log Trucks
• Dump Trucks
• Tow Trucks
• Truckers General Liability & Cargo Available
• Short & Long Haul Trucking ���������������������������������������

• DOT Fuel Bonds
• Chip Trucks
• Sand & Gravel Trucks

90% of Our Quotes Save Our Callers $$$WHAT ABOUT YOU?

&���	����
������������������	'

SPENDING 13 YEARS HAULING
FOR MIKE CANADAY LOGGING,
Dan Green is pictured here in
front of a 1990 Kenworth. Out of
the picture frame is a big three-
log load he hauled off of Pine
Creek near Ola, Idaho. 
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LINCOLN INDUSTRIAL
CORPORATION, INC.
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1-800-492-6122
��! �>�$!!��#  $�#������� %�&�� =����� ��
�����
�����! ������	�	������

�����������������������
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LINCOLN 
Truck Bodies & Trailers
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84*'7+*�5+9+56+�)'67+5�
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Another 5,750 lb.
Upgrade going home
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HERE’S A NICE LOAD BY D A& D GREEN TRUCKING,
hauled by Dan Green’s 2005 Kenworth W900L. 
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WE OFFER:
•General Truck
Repair

•Complete Diesel 
Engine Service
Cat - Cummins - Detroit 

•Hendrickson
Rebush Center

�+")���$+#/'"(0,+�
����$/'$0
�.2!)'6$/��$!*0

�"��"!*)$��'#��( %&"()
�������� ��
���

�������� ����������
�������

�!/��'+0��41/!

$1275

WORKING IN THE
SHOP is Dan Green in
this photo, putting log
equipment on a new
1994 Kenworth log
truck for Canaday at
Harold Balderson’s shop
near Council, Idaho. 

IN HONOR OF
HIS DAD, Dan
Green rebuilt a
2005 Kenworth

W900L and
painted it like

his dad George’s
truck. He had

this put on the
hood of his truck

as well. 



ton, Christopher is a house painter and
Jesse is a faller for Tom Mahon Logging.
Step kids, Nic Swanson is a building con-
tractor and city councilman in McCall,
Idaho and Hailey Swanson is a student
at Portland State. Dan and Diane have
been blessed with six active grandkids;
Isaiah, Greer, Rowan, Eberlee, Oaklie
and Libertee.

His wife Diane works for the Idaho
Department of Lands, focusing on min-
ing and grazing. She’s worked there for
25 years but still finds time to do the
books for D&D Green Trucking. Dan
calls her his biggest supporter.

“My trucking friends also helped me
tons,” Green said. “They’d help me in the
middle of the night with loads and these
guys run just as hard as me.”

Dan has seen a lot of the old timers
pass away and that pushes him to try
harder. Mills have gotten farther away,
fuel prices have gone up, engines have
gotten more horsepower and with
changes in transmission, trucks drive a
little more like a pickup these days.
Miles run have gone up, Dan said his
dad would usually put 32,000 to 35,000

miles a year on a truck and that has
since jumped to 80,000 to 120,000.

“The guys that help are real people
and they pick you up instead of doing
just what’s good for them,”

Dan said. “In today’s world, you don’t
see that a lot.” Green said that Harold
Balderson is the main reason he is where
he is today. Glenn Stout was also a big
influence in his trucking career.

“When I was growing up, I’d spend
hours on a D8 Cat riding with my dad
and the hydraulic tank would get so hot
you couldn’t sit on it,” Dan said.

Another help has been an in-cab su-
pervisor that Green acquired about 12
years ago. Diane had gotten a small rat
terrier named Twig. The winters around
central Idaho - which regularly drop 5.5
feet of snow in front of Dan’s door -
proved to be too cold in the scale shack at
the log yard where Diane was, so she
suggested Twig ride along in the cab of
Dan’s cab until the weather warmed up.
Twig hasn’t left since, and even has her
name on the door of the log truck.

“She knows the routine now,” Dan
said with a laugh. “Oh and she’s very
supportive as well.”

Dan has some future projects in the
works one of
which is a 1961
International
truck that his dad
owned in 1974. It
served as the wa-
ter truck, log
truck and lowboy
that Dan cut his
teeth on. It’s been
in the family for
16 years as well.

Green doesn’t
expect to grow any
bigger than one

truck; however, as his kids have found
their own lines of work, he’s happy with
being his own driver.

“They say you either own one truck or
10 trucks,” Dan said. “One truck is a full-
time job and two trucks are too many.”

Trips hauling logs to Grangeville 100
miles away, Emmett and the Evergreen
Forest Products mill in New Meadows
keep Green on the road. He lives near
the Evergreen Forest Products mill so he
always tries to either have a preload for
the next day or head to the landing early
so he can be at the mill before it opens.

Hot summers and wet springs in Ida-
ho means stop-and- go logging but when
things are running in the woods, drivers
are pushing hard to keep the timber
flowing. Typically the trucks are hauling
logs from elevations between 3,000 and
5,500 feet with the highest jobsites being
around 7,000 feet. Snow and rain provide
the challenges that all loggers know
about, but a log truck driver like Dan
doesn’t slow down very often.

From old school upbringings to contin-
uing to adjust to the changing timber
markets, Green understands what the
timber industry means to him personally
and what it means to the area he grew
up in. Calling the log trucking communi-
ty a “big support group” he’s continuing
the legacy that his dad began. While no
words on paper can quite define a log
truck driver’s career, it’s easy to see that
Dan’s work ethic and appreciation of his
mentors and fellow truck drivers really
define him.

“A lot of people invested time in me
and a lot of them treated me like a son,”
Dan said.

So if you want to know why D&D
Green Trucking runs so hard, that’s the
reason right there.  
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800-786-6463 *�(360) 532 4600

Stop by and ask for the
"LOGGER'S SPECIAL"
for thisDD

TRAEGERTRAEGER
JUNIOR JUNIOR 
PROPRO

pellet grillDD

We have Stihl & Husqvarna chainsaws,
a full wire rope & rigging shop,  

work clothes, calk boots, and much more.

GREEN

(Continued from Page 8)

LOGGERS
WORLD.COM

Check us out online! 

Contact us, get a subscription 
and see back issues
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In November of 1973, I was
enjoying my fifth moose hunt
in the province of Alberta.  My
fellow hunters were Joe Zen-
der, his oldest son Doug, and
Brian Pederson.  As in all pre-
vious hunts, the head guide
was Ken McRann from Bay
Tree, Alberta.  Serving as our
second guide was the illustri-
ous Ronnie Krantz from Bear
Canyon, Alberta.

Bear Canyon is the nearest
settlement to our hunting
grounds.  It is about 70 miles
north of Dawson Creek and
consists of a general store,
post office, and one gas pump.
This store was operated by
Ronnie’s parents.  They were
kind enough to let us use a
small cabin behind the store,
small but warm.

In the evenings after a
good supper and some refresh-
ments, many hunting stories
were told.  Also, a lot of the
conversation centered on
farming since Joe, Ken and
Ronnie were all farmers.  One
evening, Joe mentioned the
shortage of hay in our part of
the country that year.  Ronnie
said, “No problem, I got 600
ton and you can have all you
want for $30.00 a ton.”  For a
change Joe became extremely
quiet and I could see he was
doing some deep thinking.  Af-

ter all, hay at home was sell-
ing for $72.00 to $80.00 a ton.

Early in the hunt I had
lucked out by getting a nice
bull.  The next day Joe also
got a bull.  The following day
the guides put Doug on a
stand and shortly after that,
two bulls came across the
trail.  Doug told me later he
thought it was a freight train
coming through!  Missing
them was understandable, it
was his first year as a moose
hunter.  The next day Brian
and I were sitting in the crew
bus at Seagrams Corner.
Since I had used my tag, I was
acting as guide number three.
We had been there less than
one hour when I said “There is
a cow in the trail, why don’t
you shoot it?”  By the time he
got his rifle out the window
the cow was gone, but then
came the calf!  BOOM!  We
had another 325 lbs. of meat!
(The next year the laws
changed and we could shoot
bulls only.)  The next day we
hooked up our rented U-Haul
trailer and headed for home
with a load of frozen meat.

A few days before Christ-
mas I had a call from Joe.  He
said he had decided to go back
up to Bear Canyon and get a
load of hay, and he wanted me
to go along.  He knew I would
never refuse, and I only had
one question.  “Who is going to
be the driver?”  When he in-
formed me that Ed Maleng
would be the head man I knew
that everything was going to
be fine.  Ed was a top log
truck driver and had experi-
ence on the Alcan highway un-
der winter conditions.  I had
known Ed since he was a day
old!  In 1974 Ed would be
elected President of the Dem-
ing Log Show, and at this
writing he is head dispatcher
for Lynden Transport.  Joe al-
so served as president in 1972.

At the 1973 Log Show,
Henry Zender and Sons (Joe
and Hank) Logging Company
purchased two new Kenworth
log trucks.  We would be using
one of these for the next few
days.  Joe got busy and se-
cured the permits, which
proved to be a waste of time
because over the course of the

1700 mile trip we never
passed an open weigh station.
He then took the log bunk off
the truck and bolted on a flat
bed.  Next came the addition
of an extra full tank.  He had
made arrangements to get a
hay trailer from Albert McMil-
lan Hay Company.

Early the next day we were
ready to head North.  I had
been around enough Ken-
worth trucks to realize there
were only two seats, my spot
was on a rolled up sleeping
bag between the pilot and co-
pilot.  I must admit I gave it a
little more thought when I re-
alized where I would be sit-
ting, but who could refuse a
trip to Alberta with such a dy-
namic duo?

The road was what we ex-
pected, snow and ice.  Every-
thing went fine until we hit
that lonely long stretch be-
tween Prince George and
Dawson Creek.  Halfway up a
hill after leaving the Crooked
River, the truck died.  It
seemed to be a lack of fuel.
After some investigation the
boys determined that the used

THE GREAT ALBERTA HAY HAUL
by Sherm Ousdale
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fuel line coming from the aux-
iliary tank was plugged.  Some
way we had to transfer some
fuel to the good fuel tank.  We
had a gallon of oil with us, so
we dumped that out and
thank goodness the auxiliary
tank had a petcock on the bot-
tom.  It was mighty cold out,
so after we had transferred
three gallons, Ed decided to
try and start the truck.  It
started right up.  After that
we took turns on the fuel de-
tail, but the most anyone
could get was three gallons at
a time because it was snowing
and very cold.  This episode
took over an hour and not one
vehicle came by, but we rather
expected that, since it was
1:00 in the morning.

We pulled into McLeod
Lake where there was an all
night restaurant and a couple
fuel pumps.  Ed figured he
could fix the problem if he
could talk someone out of a
simple coat hanger.  He did,
and his idea worked.

Back on the road we pulled
into Dawson Creek before day-
light.  Our normal route to
Bear Canyon was North of
Dawson by a secondary road
through Rolla and then across
the Peace River on the Clay-
hurst Ferry.  The ferry was
too small to handle our rig so
we headed toward Fort St.
John.  At Taylor we went East
toward Bear Canyon.  About
halfway there we came upon a
giant coulee.  It had to be a
mile down to that frozen
steam and then a mile up the
other side.  It looked bad.  I
lost track of how many times
Joe mentioned to Ed that we
sure would have to chain the
rig up before we tried to pull
that hill on the way back.  Ed
continued to tell him that it
wouldn’t be needed.

We pulled in to the Krantz
Ranch and after Ronnie’s wife
filled us up with coffee and
lunch it was time to load hay.
Ronnie said, “The sooner the
better as I think it’s going to
get cold.”  We asked what it
was presently, and as we got
out to the porch he pointed out

that it was only 35 degrees be-
low!

He fired up his big tractor
with a blade on the front and
headed across the field toward
the hay stack.  Fifteen inches
of snow flew to both sides of
the tractor as he plowed
through.  Ronnie always did
everything the speedy way!

We loaded sixteen tons of

hay in record time.  Ronnie
headed back to the barn with
his tractor, and by the time
the load of hay was secured he
was back in his pick-up truck.
We soon found out why he had
hurried back.  He motioned us
over to the pick-up and pulled
the seat forward.  Out came a
pint of Carrington’s Canadian
Rye.  I thought Joe was going
to hug him and I was next in
line!

We said our thanks and
good-bye to Ronnie and head-
ed for Taylor.  Joe continued
to talk about chaining up at
the Big Coulee and Ed kept
telling him it wasn’t neces-
sary.  When we got to the Big
Coulee there was a wide spot
in the road and Ed pulled
over.  Joe wanted to know if
there was anything wrong.  Ed

said, “There ain’t nothing
wrong Joe, but we’re going to
chain this rig with every chain
we got!  And if we could bor-
row some we would put them
on too!  It’s going to be nip and
tuck if we make it up the oth-
er side!  I just didn’t want to
worry you.”  What a time to be
sitting in the middle!  We had
some trouble near the top, but
we made it!

By the time we got to Tay-
lor we decided that we needed
some rest.  While Joe and Ed
were making arrangement to
plug the truck in for a few
hours I headed for the hotel to
see if they had a place for us
to lay down.  It didn’t take
long for the word to get out
about our load of hay.  Many
of the locals came by to have a
look.  It was the largest load of
hay any of them had ever
seen.  We got funny looks all
the way to Sumas.

We had a couple of snorts
and a big supper and hit the
sack.  We were up at 4:30 and
ready to roll.  Ed went out to
start the truck but he was
back before we had squared
up with the innkeeper.  By the
look on his face we knew
something was wrong.  The

truck refused to turn over.  We
found out later that when the
station attendant had closed
up for the evening he turned
off the main electrical switch.
What now?

We had a chat with the
desk clerk and he told us there
was an outfit in Fort St. John
that could maybe help us out.
We got him on the phone but
the town was ten miles away
so it would be awhile.  When
he arrived he had extra
charged up batteries, but that
didn’t do the job.  Back he
went for propane tanks and
more batteries.  We could see
the bill climbing up into the
hundreds!  After a couple of
hours the truck was running
and we headed home.  The
thermometer said 40 degrees
below 0.  We asked Joe what
the bill came to and since we
couldn’t believe what he told
us he showed us the bill.  Only
$72.00, unbelievable!

It was compact snow and
ice all the way home.  Since
the hay was loose string bales
we anticipated some loss.  We
left three bales somewhere be-
tween Lac La Hache and
Cache Creek.

The next day we took the
load to the Lime Quarry at
Maple Falls to have it weighed
so Joe could pay Ronnie.
When we got back KVOS TV
was there to film what these
three loggers had done.  It
turned out to be good hay too.
It also says something for the
Kenworth Truck people since
the truck we used is still on
the road.  The speedometer
reads 1,212,000 miles.  It also
says something for Joe’s truck
maintenance and the caliber
of his drivers.

After we got rid of the TV
people we went to the house
where Joe’s wife, Lois, had the
coffee on.  We discussed the
trip we had just made between
Christmas and New Years of
1973.  

Then we got to planning
next years moose hunt.  But
that’s another story.

Bear Canyon, Alberta

Deming, Washington

762 Miles
13 hrs, 28 min

The Great Alberta Hay Haul
was from Bear Canyon, Alberta 
to Deming, Washington, 762 miles in
temperatures as low as -40º F.
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KC TRUCK PARTS

August 2016

AdVertIsers INdex

1993 KW T800 Logger,
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FOR SALE
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503-338-0437

1990 KW T800 Logger, ����
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503-338-0437
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Williams Oil Filter Service Co.
WOFSCO, INC.
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The deadline for

the next issue of

Log Trucker  

is 

August 10,
2016

Don’t Miss It!


