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ENERGY

everyone seems to be worried
about energy these days. energy
for the nation --- oil for the lamps
of China. i am too but mostly i'm
worried about my personal ener-
gy. i've never been lazier

i am most of the time a cheer-
ful person. Not giving in to worry
and making an effort to look on
the bright side of things. Yet
whenever i think about, read
about, hear about or know about
the things our government are
doing i get full of negatives.

The sad fact is that i don't
think too much of our govern-
ment and its ability to solve our
problems. or more to the point i
don't have a lot of confidence
that we as people or that we as
an industry can solve our prob-
lems by working with and thru
government.

The government is big, Big ---
it is the biggest thing in this na-
tion.

i'm not too much in favor of
Big things. There is a definite
relationship between large and
unhuman. The bigger the compa-
ny the less they think of their
people --- as people. The bigger
the government the more they
step on people in the name of

helping people.

so when they come out with
energy saving plans i hope
you'll forgive me if i find them
more amusing than effective.
This is the same government
(add the national government to
the state government) that has
300,000 automobiles on the road
each and every day during the
week --- most cars with one per-
son in them.

did i tell you about the time
there were 13 Forest service
pickups up on the mountain but
only 12 Forest service people
there? i can't say it is a fact but
at least it is a rumor.

You want to get an idea of the
vast amounts of fuel burned off
by different government agencies
you stop in at a place called
hawk's Prairie which is off the
freeway north of olympia, Wash.
Just off the freeway, on the east
side, is the department of Natu-
ral resources shops.

Just stand by the fence and
look over their collection of ma-
chinery. and that is just a drop
in the bucket as to what they ac-
tually own. Just picture the gal-
lons of fuel that run thru their
vehicles and machinery in a
year. i probably could run my
business on what they spill, and
sell you some.

it has been said that there are
23,000 government employees on
airplanes every day. Twenty
Three Thousand government
employees riding on airplanes at
all times.

i have heard that the Presi-
dent is asking Congress
for 7.9 Billion dollars for
he and his people as a
travel budget.

That represents more
dollars worth of fuel
than our industry has
used in the forever up to
now.

if by now you are
laughing then you can
agree that their energy
program is more amusing than
effective. if you aren't laughing it
might mean that this boondoogle
and waste isn't amusing to you.
Well it isn't to me either. it
makes me feel hopeless and help-
less. But i got to laugh about it a
little --- that is my safety valve.

JACK CRAWFORD

i was going to write a big
splurge of and about Jack Craw-
ford for this issue of Loggers
World. i didn't do it --- didn't
have the time. don't suppose
that Jack minds but i'd of liked
to have done it and will do it
someday.

Jack Crawford was elected as
the Logger of the Year by the as-
sociated oregon Loggers. Jack
worked for many years devising
and designing a system for lay-
ing out small salvage shows for
the Forest service. We have writ-
ten about these from time to
time. Then the next step was to
come up with a small salvage
sale Plan. This meant that only
firms with 25 or fewer employees
could buy one of these sales. (i'm
sure you know all about this.)

Jack worked on this, traveled

many miles, made dozens of
speeches, and wrote hundreds of
letters. he received the coopera-
tion of many people and the as-
sociated oregon Loggers (Jack
was one of the people that start-
ed aoL.) were effectively work-

ing all the time.

anyhow all the jobs
got done and govern-
ment went along with
it and the program is
in effect.

The aoL wanted to
show their apprecia-
tion to Jack and to
publicly recognize the
fact that they appreci-
ated Jack and admired

and respected him. They had to
come up with a special award to
fit the occasion. No matter how
many of these they give in the fu-
ture --- Jack Crawford was first.

if you read the right books you
know that to be successful you
bounce around, pump hands en-
ergetically, know the right peo-
ple, paste a big smile on your
face for 24 hours a day and shout
“i'm Terrific” every 30 seconds.

That isn't Jack Crawford. he
is low profile. he is quiet and he
is found usually in the back-
ground --- but he is there. he
works and he thinks and he does.

Maybe by now you are tired of
hearing about the people i ad-
mire. Jack Crawford is one of
those people and he is the type of
person that i admire. The man is
a non-hero. he don't care who
gets the credit he just wants to
get the job done. all he does is to
get an idea, work out a plan and
then stick with it day after day,
defeat after defeat, for ten years
or so and then when the job is
done he says, “i didn't have
much to do with it.”
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Originally printed in
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Our goal is to help you move more loads at a lower cost. The all-new 538/538 LL are redefining forestry machine performance,  
through improved power, efficiency, stability and an optimized work tool system. Key features include: 

•  Increased engine horsepower and swing torque add power and boost performance under load

•  Component layout, back-to-back main hydraulic control valves and engine speed control maximize efficiency

•  Wider undercarriage and heavy duty counterweight improve overall machine stability

•  Machine optimized for integration with Cat® grapples and SATCO work tools

Look to your Cat dealer for financing and all the machines you need for sustainable harvesting and land management,  
forestry road construction, hauling and millyard. Find out more about how Cat is redefining logging at cat.com/forestry

538/538 LL Forestry Machine

© 2016 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, BUILT FOR IT, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow”, the “Power Edge” trade dress 
as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.

www.westernstatescat.com
Idaho, Western Montana, Eastern 
Washington, Eastern Oregon and 

Northwest Wyoming
800-852-2287

www.petersoncat.com
Northern California, Western 

Oregon and Southwestern 
Washington
800-452-7676

www.cashmanequipment.com
Nevada and Eastern Sierra

800-937-2326

www.ncmachinery.com
Western and Central Washington 

800-562-4735 and 
Alaska 800-478-7000

www.holtca.com
Central Northern California

800-452-5888

PURPOSE BUILT
PERFORMANCE
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FEATURED IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

Jump Off Joe
Enterprises

Jump Off Joe Enterprises is
owned by Jeff Horswill. Hav-
ing been in the logging busi-
ness since 2003, the company
handles private landowner
needs around residences in
Eastern Washington. Horswill
grew up in Spokane and main-
tains eight pieces of equip-
ment himself.

VALLEY
WASHINGTON

Jump Off Joe Lake is near the town of Valley, Washington which gets its name
for being at the entrance of the Colville Valley. The Spokane Falls and Northern
Railroad connected to Valley in 1889 and the person that named the town -
Daniel C. Corbin - set up a small building for a depot. Valley was first mapped in
1891 and by that time it had its own bank, electric generator plant, phone compa-
ny, water company, feed mill, drug store and blacksmith shop. Today the town
has a population of 146 and hosts an annual fair the second Saturday of August. 

GOING DOWN is this tree as
Jeff Horswill’s Timbco 425B
with a 5600 Ultimate head does
the work near Jump Off Joe
Lake in Eastern Washington. 
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Cascade Trader has a 
Complete Line of new 

Doosan Log Loaders, Excavators &
Wheel Loaders for your Logging &

Construction Needs!

KETO  • WARATAH • SOUTHSTAR • EAGLE CARRIAGE
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by brandon hansen
For Loggers World

Jeff horswill lives by a
lake, but more than likely
you’re going to find him out

in the woods.
The eastern Washington

logger has owned Jump off
Joe resort for 25 years, but
has diversified by owning a
tree service and a logging
company as well. Jump off
Joe enterprises has been up
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Madsen's fa l le r 's wedge s are 
made in the USA by P i l le r 
P las t ics, the manufact urer of 
famous Double Taper® brand 
wedge s .  They are molded f rom 
high-impact ABS and of fer 
top-qua l i t y performance at a 
va lue pr ice !

Shown is a Madsen's Blue Ox™ 
fa l le r 's wedge . I t is made of blue ABS plas t ic . 
We a lso of fer a Blaze Pro™ wedge , which is s imi lar, bu t made of 
hi-v is ibi l i t y orange ABS. Bo th are on sa le at the pr ice s be low:

Dozen Sale
7" (or 8") 

$39. ($3.25 ea)

10"  . . . .
$45. ($3.75 ea)

12"  . . . .
$60. ($5.00 ea)

Wedge Sale

SHOP & SUPPLY INC.
Centralia, Washington

360-736-1336
Information Calls
800-822-2808

 Direct Order Line
www.madsens1.com
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Who Says Money Doesn’t Grow on Trees?
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Call Doug Today!
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(Continued on Page 7

See “Jump Off Joe”

JUMP OFF JOE ENTERPRISES - VALLEY, WASHINGTON

LOGGER BY THE LAKE

Jeff Horswill does lots 
of things - and one of 

them is logging

NICE ENOUGH TO POSE FOR
THIS PHOTO is Jump Off Joe
Enterprises’ Jeff Horswill and
Sterling Clinedinst out on the
jobsite near Jump Off Joe Lake
in Eastern Washington. 



We Have Several For Rent or Sale Water Tank And Fire Trucks Available for Upcoming Fire Season. Visit Our Website!
For More Information Call Lincoln-Sales (971) 901-1333 or Liz-Office (503) 779-9822

We have Multiple Financing Options Available. Call Today to Find Out What Suits Your Needs

CCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COMCCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COM
Dallas/Salem Rickreall, OR

Carl Cornthwaite • 503-507-7230 • carl@ccheavyequipment.com
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Clothing the
Working Man for

94 Years
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Jump Off Joe

(Continued from Page 6)

(Continued on Page 9

See “Jump Off Joe”

and logging for 13 years
with horswill doing ev-
erything from getting rid
of problem limbs to haul-
ing loads of logs into the
mill.

“i just enjoy the
woods and enjoy running
the equipment,” horswill
said.

The logger grew up in
spokane and graduated
from Central Valley. he
then went to spokane
Community College’s
well-respected heavy
equipment program and
became a journeyman
mechanic. he pulled
wrenches until the mid-
1990s when he got into
doing tree service work.

“My business partner
had done logging before
and we eventually got
back into it,” horswill
said. “it was pretty natu-
ral since he had logged
all his life. There were a
lot of private jobs close to
the resort as well.”

in 2003, horswill and
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FINANCING THE FUTUREFINANCING THE FUTURE

Call MIKE LOBB Today!
���������

Let us show you how we can help
)nance your major overhaul
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503-784-3935 �������• 971-204-0038 ���
��
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#

(541) 963-4646
Fax:  (541) 963-3415
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We 
Also Have
Eaglets,
Super

Eaglets,
Eagle IV,
Eagle V,
Eagle VI 
& Claws
Available
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����#!!�$�����������$�"����������
�

(((���� ���$$������#!

EAGLE CARRIAGE & MACHINE
Call Today 
for a Demo!

EAGLE RAPTOR����

NEW! 
FASTER AND

SMOOTHER!

8

COMING THROUGH is Jump Off Joe Enterprise’s 1995
Timberjack 450C skidder with a grapple. The skidder is op-
erated by Sterling Clinedinst, who owner Jeff Horswill has
brought on to help him balance his logging and tree service
projects. Horswill is originally from central Washington and
worked for a tree service in Tonasket and Okanogan. 
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MPIEQU I PMENTEQU I PMENT
Call Chuck 24/7
530-221-6760

8537 Commercial Way  Redding, CA 96002
chuck@mpiequipment.com

www.mpiequipment.com

INCORPORATED

1996 CHRISTY 3DTK YARDER, 6 cyl.
Cummins, 2,000’ 3/4” swedge skyline,
approx. 2,000’ 5/8” mainline, haywire,
guy lines, NO carriage, 75mhz radio sys-
tem, approx. 6,500 original hours,
mounted on Freightliner w/Cummins,
heavy 2-speed rear ends, biscuit suspen-
sion, good clean unit, yarded logs until
October 15, 2015, owner is downsizing,
call for location.............................$75,000

1997 CAT 527, Esco swing grapple,
bunching grapple, 6-way dozer, tri-rails,
near-new V-Trac rails/sprockets,  15,075
hours on meter............................$152,000

2006 CAT 517 TRACK SKIDDER, swing
grapple, good UC, cab, approx. 2,400 hrs
on trans & torq, 2,000 hrs on fuel pump
work, etc. good unit, 11020 hrs..$150,000

2006 JD 748G III, dual-function hydraulic
grapple, decking blade, AC, cab, 30.5
tires................................................$77,500

2013 Hyundai HL757TH-9, Tier III Cum-
mins, 3.6 yd bucket, hyd QC, good
20.5x25 tires, cab, AC, 2,840 hrs, good
loader,..............................................$69,500

NEW HEEL RACK FOR CAT 330FM OR
568FM, unused, with some pins.....$7,500

2013 CASE 621F, 3rd valve, JRB QC, 3.5
yard bucket, new 20.5x25 26-ply tires,
AC, heat, 2,943 hours, lease retur-
clean...............................................$95,000

2010 JD 872GP, 6WD, 14’ board, rear rip-
per, push block, NEW 17.5x25 radials,
cab, AC, heat, radio, 8,876 hours, NEW
paint, just arrived........................$135,000

2006 VOLVO G990, 16’ board, tall cab,
aux hyds, very good 20.5x25 radials, auto
grease, plumbed for wing or rear riper,
5,624 hours....................................$75,000

2009 CAT 140M VHP, 14’ board, rear rip-
per, push block, accumulators, NEW
14:00R24 tires, joy stick controls, runs &
shifts well, Tier III, 7,576 hrs......$130,000

2009 JD 872G, 6WD, 14’ board, rear rip-
per, push block, cab, AC, heat, radio,
NEW 17.5x25 radials, 6,521 hours, good
unit................................................$132,500

2006 KOBELCO SK250LC, Jewell shovel
logger, Jewell grapple, H&W, 24” tracks,
forestry cab, rock guards, good under-
carriage, runs well, just off job, 13,155
hrs.................................................$85,000

2007 CAT 328D LCR, smooth-edge clean
up bucket, hydraulic QC, auxiliary  hy-
draulics, 10’6” stick, very good condi-
tion, 6,148 hours........................$125,000

2005 ZEHR HG4000 GRINDER, early Dia-
mond Z, 2009 CAT C27, Tier II, 1,050 hp,
remote, stacking conveyor, 8 NEW tires,
good brakes, twin-disc clutch, hamermill
approx. 62” x 17”, approx. 85,000 lbs.
w/o tractor...................................$129,500

2008 IHC 4300 2,000 GALLON WATER
TRUCK, 2016 Randco water system, front
& side sprays, hose reel, clean, under
26,000 GVW, 196,200 miles..........$46,000

2012 VOLVO G990, Tier III, 265 hp, Volvo
11 speed transmission, 16’ board, push
block, rear ripper, joy stick controls
w/steering wheel, 20.5 radials, super
clean, prior demo rental unit, 967 hours,
snow wing available....................$150,000

NEW JD FS24, 24”
cut, 360 degree ro-
tation, 8,380 +/-lbs,
fits JD 959J + oth-
ers...............$50,000

PROLENC SNUB-
BERS for skidders,
in stock .........CALL

NEW
TIRES!

2008 CAT 535C, shows 7,526 hrs w/500
hrs on transmission by CAT dealer, cab,
dual boom, grapple, NO winch, 2 new/2
very good 30.5 tires, 20-hole wheels, HD
axle, runs & shifts well..................$87,500

2006 CAT 525C, dual-function boom,
grapple, winch, 2 NEW and 2 very good
30.5 tires, cab, AC, 8,745 hours, runs &
shifts well........................................$89,500

1999 THUNDERBIRD 1236DL, Pierce HSD
3345 upper, good working order, just off
job, estimated 17,062 hours, consigned,
call for location..............................$57,500

2005 JD 759G FELLER BUNCHER, saw
head, good undercarriage, JD engine, tilt
cab, just off jog, 12,280 hours (325 hours
since pictures were taken), consigned,
call for location.............................$90,000

JD 772D, 2,500 hours on transmission,
6WD, 14’ board, NEW 14Rx24 radials,
rear ripper, push block, cab, AC, (snow
wing and front lift group available), 9,368
hours, just in..................................$85,000

2016
RANDCO TANK

NEW!

NEW!

WASHINGTON 188 YARDER, Detroit
8V92T power, 4-axle carrier, standing
skyline.  This is a good, clean unit that
was working as of 06/10/16.  Consigned,
call for location...........................$250,000

EAGLET CARRIAGE w/controls avail-
able................................................$18,000

Jump off Joe enterprises
went into logging.

“it’s perfect because the
tree service is so seasonal and
we can go year-round logging
except for spring breakup and
when it gets too dry in the
late summer,” he said.

so horswill will spend a
few days a week logging, a
few days a week doing the

tree service and the remain-
ing days helping with the re-
sort. Jeff does his logging
with a 1990 Timbco 420 with
a 5300 Ultimate head. he
eventually got into hauling
his own logs and bought a
1990 hyundai robex 200 log
loader.

“since we’re small and i
was by myself, i didn’t put a
lot of loads out compared to
bigger guys around here,”
horswill said. “other than

some fill-in loads, guys went
with the bigger operations so
i figured it would be easier for
me to haul my own loads.”

so horswill ended up get-
ting a 1995 Volvo truck with
a 40-foot 1990 alloy log trail-
er. since horswill has his
CdL, now he can load and
head to the mill when it suits
him and works well for the
operation.

Coming off five years log-
ging in idaho around Priest

Lake - where he’d spend a few
days a week in a travel trailer
while logging for a resort out
there - he’s back near his re-
sort and doing a lot of fire
prevention thinning and
cleanup.

eastern Washington suf-
fered the worst wildfires in
the state’s history last year,
prompting people to be aware
of the fuel around their hous-

Jump Off Joe

(Continued from Page 7)

(Continued on Page 13

See “Jump Off Joe”
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MAKING SURE THE LANDING IS TIDY AND ORGANIZED
is Sterling Clinedinst, who recently was added to Jump Off
Joe Enterprises. Clinedinst is operating a 1990 Hyundai
Robex 200 log loader. Clinedinst can jump between the skid-
der and the loader, while owner Jeff Horswill has his CDL
and a 1995 Volvo log truck with a 1990 40-foot Alloy log
trailer to haul loads to the mill. Horswill got into hauling his
own logs since he can haul at anytime and match up with
their two-man operation output of log loads. 
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Offer expires September 30, 2016. All equipment subject to price change and/or prior sale. All units FOB current N C Washington branch location. Contact your N C Sales Representative for details.

YOUR FORESTRY EQUIPMENT PARTNER

$49,900

2002 Cat TK1161
S/N TKD00186
Risley 22” falling head, 27.5” wide 
track heads with relief holes, EROPS 
cab with air conditioning, 13,431 hrs., 
ready to work

$185,000

2004 John Deere 1710D
S/N D000525
Forwarder, 13,790 hrs., ready to 
work

2007 John Deere 2054 
S/N 200722
11,750 Hrs., ready to work

$139,900

2006 CAT 325C FM
S/N S3M01018
17,193 Hrs., ready to work

$142,000
For More Information Call:

Gib Gilbert | 253.606.2029 | rgilbert@ncmachinery.com 
or

Mike Livers | 425.508.1665 | mlivers@ncmachinery.com

JUMP OFF JOE ENTERPRISES GOT
INTO LOGGING IN 2003 and
hasn’t looked back. Jeff Horswill has
a tree service and a logging opera-
tion and the two can keep him busy
when one or the other isn’t “in sea-
son” in the always-changing weath-
er patterns of Eastern Washington.
Horswill graduated from Central
Valley High School in Spokane, and
went to Spokane Community Col-
lege’s well-respected heavy equip-
ment program. He spent years
wrenching and still does it as he
likes to find older machines and get
them back into working order - in-
cluding a D3 Cat that caught fire. 
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MARK III WHISTLE CONTROL
 !)�� �&�������,��� �����&��)�+��$!�

�! ��%&����$�#'� ���%�)�&����"$!(� ���%�� 

CARRIAGE CONTROLS
$'�����$���!%�&��&��� ��! &$!���!%&

�� '���&'$�$-%���$$������$!��&����$!' ��!$
&���+�$��$

Rugged, Durable,
Industrial Radio

Equipment since 1946!

������!*���	��������!��%���
���$!��!!���+������
	�	�����	
Telephone 360-856-0836
)))�&�����&!!&�$��!�

������������

Toll Free 1-800-488-3127
www.LoggingSupply.com

Full Service Shop
������
��	
�������������
������������������

COWLITZ
RIVER

RIGGING

WORKING ALONGSIDE ONE ANOTHER is Jump Off Joe Enterprise’s Jeff Horswill in the 1994 Timbco 425B with a 5600 Ultimate head and
Sterling Clinedinst in the company’s 1995 Timberjack 450C skidder with a grapple. The typical job for Horswill is small - usually 20 to 40 acres
for a private land owner and the work is close to residences, meaning extra challenges for the loggers as they work out in the woods. “It seems
to be a bit more personable than being a big log company,” Horswill said. “Everybody I’ve done a job for, I can call them my friends. It’s the
kind of business where you constantly are in communication with them.” Landowners are usually close by and can see Horswill’s work right
out of their door. A lot of work by Horswill has been clearing out timber from houses after the worst wildfire season in Washington State histo-
ry has lots of homeowners worried about extra fuel next to their residence. 



es.
“People want a lot of thin-

ning,” horswill said. “after
the summer we had last year,
it has a lot of people scared.”

The typical logging job for
horswill is around 20-40
acres, although his last job
was for hills resort and took
years on a part-time basis.
The type of work horswill

does means that he’s working
in close sometimes with struc-
tures and other hazards.

“We’re close to houses and
buildings and that definitely
is a lot more difficult, more of
a challenge,” he said.

Jump off Joe enterprises
tries to works closely with
landowners who can watch
from their kitchen window as
the work goes on.

“it seems to be a bit more
personable than being a big

log company,” horswill said.
“everybody i’ve done a job for,
i can call them my friends. it’s
the kind of business where
you constantly are in commu-
nication with them.”

When it comes to mainte-
nance, horswill can tackle
most any issue with any ma-
chine due to his mechanical
background. he enjoys finding
pieces of machinery on the
market and turning them into
working machines. he found

one machine - a 1977 d3 CaT
that was  buried in dirt after
is caught on fire - and re-
stored it, repainted it and
turned it into of his jobsite
machines.

horswill typically hauls
from the jobsite to Vaughens
Bros. in Colville, Boise-Cas-
cade in Kettle Falls and ar-
den, along with trips into ida-
ho. The concentration of mills
in the Northeastern Washing-
ton area is one of the highest

in the region. horswill’s
work primarily consists of
cut-to-length.

“They want a lot of 18-
6s and 16-6s seem to be the
hot thing right now,” he
said.

Things have changed
out in the woods through
the years. For one, diesel
has gone up from 53 cents
a gallon in the mid-90s and
another big change is that
horswill has hired another
employee, sterling
Clinedinst.

sterling comes from
central Washington and
worked for a tree service in
Tonasket and okanogan.

“i wanted to get out of
farming and got into the
tree service side of things,”
he said. “i like everything
about it, it feels like i learn
something new everyday.”

horswill is expecting
sterling to take the reins of
the tree service side, while
he also helps out on logging
jobs running skidder and
loader.

small operations ask for
guys to do multiple things
and horswill really does it
all and then some. From
every job out in the woods,
he also throws in commer-
cial tree service and hospi-
tality. The Jump off Joe
Lake logger is the rare
breed of versatile business-
man that isn’t afraid to get
out in the brush and get
things done.

and most importantly,
he can go fishing by just
walking out his front door.
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Authorized Dealer
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Phone: (503) 282-2566
� 2���
���������



CALL US FOR ALL YOUR DOOSAN NEEDS

���
����	�����	������
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Ask about our Finance and Lease
Specials!

Jump Off Joe

(Continued from Page 9)
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OPERATING A 1977 D3 CAT DOZER, back from the dead
after catching fire years ago, is Jump Off Joe Enterprise’s
Jeff Horswill. Horswill found the D3 literally buried in the
ground as that’s the way the owner put the fire out. Hor-
swill dug it out and redid it - giving it new life as a sec-
ondary skidder and do-all for Horswill on the jobsite.  

Call today for more information!  
866-514-3356 Toll-Free!
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INSURE YOUR IRON!
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(360) 748-8238

YOUR MECHANICAL
HARVESTER PROFESSIONALS

OREGON KEY DEALER

.404 Chain 
3/4 Chain
.404 Bars
3/4 Bars

CALL OR STOP BY
������������������	������������

���������������������������������
���

��������	�����������������������������������

WE GRIND ‘EM
AND

WE FIX ‘EM, TOO!

���	�����
����

LOGGERS WORLD
VIDEO

Use your smartphone to 
download a QR Code Reader
app and scan this barcode to
see Jump Off Joe Enterprises 

in action.
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Contact: Kevin Zender (360) 319-7973
Rod Hansen (360) 520-6849
Bob Howell (541) 913-9559

�3(02��1,<04�?,4+,8,7;063,4:�*53
85+�?,4+,8,7;063,4:�*53�@ )5)�?,4+,8,7;063,4:�*53
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LOG LOADERS
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SKIDDING OFF TO THE LANDING is Ster-
ling Clinedinst in the company’s 1995 Tim-
berjack 450C skidder with a grapple. Hor-
swill is expecting Sterling to take the reins of
the tree service side, while he also helps out
on logging jobs running skidder and loader.
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STERLING
CLINEDINST stands
next to the compa-
ny’s 1995 Timber-
jack 450C skidder
with a grapple.
From central Wash-
ington, Sterling
spent time doing
tree service work in
Tonasket and
Okanogan. “I want-
ed to get out of
farming and got into
the tree service side
of things,” he said.
“I like everything
about it, it feels like
I learn something
new everyday.”
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Visit us on the web at: www.fraleytractorinc.com
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WRECKING LOGGING EQUIPMENT
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WE BUY HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR PARTS AND RESALE...CALL US!

FRALEY TRACTOR, Inc. WRECKING DIV.
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Parting Out
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JUMP OFF JOE ENTER-
PRISES ISN’T AFRAID
TO GET OFF THE
GROUND, as Sterling
Clinedinst climbs trees
both in the woods and
in residential areas. Jeff
Horswill plans to have
Sterling take the lead on
his company’s tree ser-
vice operations while he
can work on the the
logging side.
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BLASTFROM THEPAST
BY 
QUINN J.
MURK 
FOR 
LOGGERS
WORLD

BACK OF A YARDER
This picture shows three interesting things. First, look at the slash all around the machine, and this is a wood-
fired steam donkey. Next, note the crooked pipe that is used to feed water into the boiler, usually from a pump
set up in the handiest creek. Obviously that pipe has seen better days. Lastly, note the slender pole attached at
the back of the house. This is a “jerk-wire” signal system. The whistle punk had a wire attached to the valve on
the steam whistle. A good strong jerk out in the brush would pull the valve, which blew the whistle. The pole
had the strength to pull the jerk wire back to stop the whistle, where the spring assembly in the whistle did not.
Later, steam whistle valves became steam-assisted, making the jerk-wire pole obsolete. 

TWO DONKEY ENGINES
This is a rather unusual view, showing two very different types of donkeys working near a railroad trestle. You
will note the railroad trestle on the left-hand side of the photo. The donkey on the left is rigged up to a spar tree.
It must not be sitting right because the lines go through the fair leads and then up. This was done so that the
lines would spool evenly onto the drums. The donkey on the right is a wide-face “roader.” It is pulling logs by
ground lead up and past itself, probably logs brought in by the yarder. I would assume that the logs are being
taken down into the draw, under the trestle, and to a point where they can be loaded out.
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USED PARTS FOR
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Now Stocking New &
Used Forestry Tires,
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NEW Unused 
Sorting Grapples,

$3,750Cat 950 FII  $32,000 

Clark 667 Skidder, ��������������
������������ $18,500

Link-Belt 3400Q�����%������� ��%�
!�*��" #('�%�&+&'� ����"*!�%�$36,000

05 F550 Lariat 4x4, ���� ���&�"!��!��!�
�!����('������&#���������������+���#'"��%�)�!
��%��" #��	����������%�!���"('%����%&������%&

"!������%�*����%��'"%����$29,000

2007 Deere 644H $47,000

BLAST FROM THEPASTBY QUINN J. MURK 
FOR LOGGERS WORLD

LONG BELL SKIDDER UNIT
This is one of “Long Bell’s” electric-powered, tree-rigged skidder units, out
of Ryderwood, Washington. Long Bell bought an immense stand of timber
in western Washington, and built a company town which they named “Ry-
derwood.” They also built the planned city of Longview, WA and con-
structed a huge sawmill there. A waste-powered generator fed the power
up to Ryderwood, and out into the woods operation. These complex log-
ging units were powerful and fast, which made them real log getters.
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BLAST FROM THEPASTBY QUINN J. MURK 
FOR LOGGERS WORLD

THE BEGINNING OF HIGH LEAD LOGGING
The beginning of high-lead logging is clearly shown in this picture. Two wide-faced “Tom-
my Moore” blocks used in ground lead logging were strapped to a log. The log was then
stood up, guyed in place, and then guess what? You have a short spar tree. High climbing
was not well known yet, and loggers tried different things to get up in a standing tree.
Some nailed steps on the tree as they went up, others used spring boards. Some even tried
shooting a rope over a limb, and then literally pulling a man up into the branches. It took a
while for the belt, rope, and spurs to evolve into today’s standard way of climbing a tree..

ROAD BUILDING
Building roads sure has changed, hasn’t it? In this photo, grade is being cut,
but there is no easy place to put the dirt. That’s why the clamshell crane is
stacking the dirt off to the side. The steam shovel is cutting to grade, and plac-
ing the dirt in a pile for the steam crane to place in another pile. The steam
shovel is sitting on short sections of track. A short section will be removed
from the back of the shovel, and put in front of it. The shovel will move
ahead, the two outriggers set in place, and another 8 feet or so of dirt will be
cut away. The sloping timber in back is called a “Jill Poke.” It digs into the
ground to help take some of the strain off the jacks in front of the machine to
keep the shovel from being forced back when digging. Some of the old rail-
road grades required a lot of work to keep them from getting too steep.

BUILDING A TRESTLE
Trestle building was an art that the railroad loggers quickly mas-

tered. This skid rig pile driver is building a rather heavy duty tres-
tle. Each bent has five pilings in it, when some trestles used only
four. Also, the bents seem a little close together, and obviously

they will have extra bracing. “Skid rig” pile driving is truly a lost
art. Probably not one in a thousand pile bucks today would have
any idea of what it was and how to do it, if you were to ask them.
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• Dozers

• Loaders

• Excavators

1-503-545-0007
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www.triadmachinery.com

 
    

  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

Excavators

 

Harvesters

Skidder

Wheel Loader

 

Trucks

Cranes

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

G r e a t  B u y s
    

  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

 

 

 

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

����� �!� � ��"�� ���� 3'0&
�'#.!#������"#)'* #.�����
�&,1./
���
�

��������������������������������

����� �!� � ��"�� ������ 3'0&
�'#.!#� �����"#)'* #.�� &#�25� "105
$,.#/0.5� %1�."'+%�� .,!(� %1�."/�
0.�2#)�*,0,.�!,2#./��/3'2#)�%1�."�
�,.0)�+"����	��	� ��	��������
���

���	������$��������"%�#$�" 3'0&
��)*#0� ����
� &�.2#/0'+%� &#�"�
����&,1./����	�	�������������

����� �� �����$� ������� 3'0&
��.�0�&��

�&#�"��		�����&,1./�
���	��� ����������������	��������
���
������� �����$������� 3��,%��4
�������
���&,1./����-,(�+#�����
��	�	 ���������������������������������
����� ��
�� /'+%)#� %.,1/#./�
����
� &,0/�3�� +#3� 1+"#.� !�.�
.'�%#� '+� 
�	
�� 	����� &,1./�
��
���� ���������������������������������
������� ������ �!���"� 	�����
&,1./���
������������	��������
���

ALL LINED UP is Jeff Hor-
swill in his 1977 D3 Cat and
Sterling Clinedinst in a 
Timber jack 450C skidder
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by danny dructor

For the past 5 years, the
members of the american Log-
gers Council have been working
off of a strategic plan that was
put in place in July of 2011.
The goal was to initiate pro-
grams and activities that were
Board approved in 2011 and
then revisit that plan in July of
2016 and see how we are doing;
what has worked, and what is
not working so well.

By the time this editorial
reaches the monthly newslet-
ters and publications that it is
intended for, the members of
the american Loggers Council’s
executive Committee will have
concluded their work on the
2016 strategic planning session
scheduled for July 9th in dal-

las, Texas.  The meeting was
held as a part of a continual im-
provement process that the or-
ganization self imposes to make
certain that we are meeting the
needs of our membership an
adding value to all of those that
continue to support the organi-
zation.

Following the 2011 meeting,
and prior to the July 2016
meeting, we are pleased to re-
port that we have made signifi-
cant improvements in many ar-
eas, including advocacy work in
Washington, dC for the timber
harvesting community, improv-
ing our presence on social me-
dia sites such as Facebook®
and Twitter®, and building a
new and better web site found
at www.amloggers.com where
visitors can explore current is-

sues that we are working on as
well as read the latest in “Log-
ger News” that is having a na-
tional impact on timber har-
vesting operations.

We have also contracted with
a consultant to help us deter-
mine what next steps are need-
ed to better communicate with
not only our peers, but the gen-
eral public and policy makers in
d.C.

our spring Fly-in to Wash-
ington, dC has grown with
more loggers participating in
2016 that ever before, and mak-
ing more one-on-one contacts
with lawmakers and decision
makers than in the history of
the organization in order to ed-
ucate and make them aware of
the impacts that their decisions
have on our industry.

While we have grown in
numbers, including new states
and individual Logger mem-
bers, we are still challenged
with the desire to be “The Na-
tional Voice for independent
Loggers” and to make certain
that our positions are those of
whom we represent.

in 2011, we change the title
of our monthly editorial from
“as i see it” to “as We see it”
as a direct reflection of who we
wish to represent; not one log-
ger, but all loggers.  all profes-
sional timber harvesters can be
a part of the american Loggers
Council, and what you think
does matter to our organiza-

tion.  We not only invite your
input, but encourage your input
into this organization.

if you have something that
you would like to share with us,
please feel free to do so.  our
phone number is 409-625-0206,
our fax number is 409-625-
0207, and our e-mail address is
americanlogger@aol.com.  if the
line is busy, we do return calls.
Looking ahead, your input,
ideas and recommendations are
what will keep us growing
strong.

Log safe!

Danny Dructor is the Execu-
tive Vice President for the Ameri-
can Loggers Council with offices
near Hemphill, Texas. 

The American Loggers Council
is a 501 (c)(6) not for profit trade
organization representing profes-
sional timber harvesters in 32
states across the United States.
If you would like to learn more
about the ALC, please visit their
web site at www.amloggers.com,
or contact their office at
409-625-0206.

As We See It.... 

Looking Ahead

///��-'.,%�)+!#)(��)'

��)(#,�"+)'�-$!��%.,&�/� �3521281&('� "�8�6/$:��,6
$�+($57)(/7�75,%87(�72�7+(�+$5'�:25.,1*�0(1���:20(1�,1
7+(�/2**,1*�,1'8675<�$1'�'(',&$7('�72�7+(�0$1<�0(1�:+2
+$9(�/267�7+(,5�/,9(6�'2,1*�21(�2)�7+(�0267�'$1*(5286
$1'�81$335(&,$7('�-2%6�,1�7+(�:25/'��!+,6�$�'28%/(���
6(7�7+$7�:$6�5(&25'('�/,9(�,1��/25(1&(���5(*21�,1�	���
$7�7+(��/25(1&(��9(176��(17(5��!+(�),567����,6�6$:�

6+$3('�$1'�:,//�3/$<�,1�723�/2$',1*�$1'�75$<�/2$',1*���
3/$<(56����"����7�&20(6�:,7+�$�
��3$*(�%22./(7��),//('

:,7+�+8025286�/<5,&6�$1'�2/'�/2**,1*�3+2726�

�)(#,�"+)'
-$!��%.,&�/
$20.00

�/86� +,33,1*

��������	�
�����
�����������������
���

�+�%"�0).�*+!"!+�()-�-)�)+ !+�)(�&%(!�0).���(���&&�-$!'��-��
	���������

Logging Music 
���	���
��
���������	��
�������
���

	����$*(

///��-'.,%�)+!#)(��)'
��������	�
�����
�����������������
���

�+�%"�0).�*+!"!+�()-�-)�)+ !+�)(�&%(!�0).���(���&&�-$!'��-��
	���������

Logging Music 
���	���
��
���������	��
�������
���

	����$*(

SPECIAL - ALL 3 CD'S
�(�#���&&!+,���&&���( �(#!+! ��*!�%!,�

���).��)& ��!��-%&&

$40.00
�������������

��$!��(�#���&&!+,���&&� ����/,*+7�+($57('�&2//(&7,21�2)
25,*,1$/�621*6�$%287�/2**,1*�,1��5(*21�$1'��/$6.$�
$1'�:$6�),567�5(/($6('�,1�	������5$,*�:527(�1,1(�2)�7+(
(/(9(1�621*6�21�7+(�$/%80�$1'�&2�$87+25('�7:2�27+(56
:,7+��21��(&.��$�/21*�7,0(�)5,(1'��/2**(5�$1'�086,&,$1

$/62�)520�7+(�60$//�72:1�2)��$3/(721���5(*21�

�$!��(�#
��&&!+,
��&&

$15.00
�/86� +,33,1*

��( �(#!+! ��*!�%!,� ���1�	�����5$,*���!(55<
:(17�%$&.�,172�7+(�678',2�72�5(&25'�7+(,5�1(;7�$/%80�
�5$,*�:$17('�72�6+$5(�+,6�32,17�2)�9,(:�7+528*+

086,&�:+,&+�$''5(66('�620(�2)�7+(�32/,7,&$/�,668(6
)$&,1*�7+(�/2**,1*�,1'8675<�$7�7+$7�7,0(�

�( �(#!+! 
�*!�%!,

$15.00
�/86� +,33,1*

��).��)& ��!��-%&&� ���1�	��
�$)7(5�0$1<�5(48(676
72�5(&25'�$�*263(/�$/%80�7+(<�$*$,1�5(7851('�72
7+(�678',2�$1'�5(&25'('�(/(9(1�25,*,1$/�621*6�
!:2�2)�7+(�621*6�$5(�&2�:5,77(1���21(�:,7+��21

�(&.�$1'�21(�:,7+��,&.��$552:6�

�).��)& ��!
�-%&&

$15.00
�/86� +,33,1*

ALL 3 CD'S
�(�#���&&!+,���&&���( �(#!+! ��*!�%!,�

���).��)& ��!��-%&&

$40.00
�/86� +,33,1*

��$!��(�#���&&!+,���&&� ����/,*+7�+($57('�&2//(&7,21�2)�25,*,1$/
621*6�$%287�/2**,1*�,1��5(*21�$1'��/$6.$��$1'�:$6�),567�5(/($6('
,1�	������5$,*�:527(�1,1(�2)�7+(�(/(9(1�621*6�21�7+(�$/%80�$1'
&2�$87+25('�7:2�27+(56�:,7+��21��(&.��$�/21*�7,0(�)5,(1'��/2**(5
$1'�086,&,$1�$/62�)520�7+(�60$//�72:1�2)��$3/(721���5(*21�

�$!��(�#
��&&!+,
��&&

$15.00
�/86� +,33,1*

��( �(#!+! ��*!�%!,� ���1�	�����5$,*���!(55<�:(17�%$&.
,172�7+(�678',2�72�5(&25'�7+(,5�1(;7�$/%80���5$,*�:$17('�72

6+$5(�+,6�32,17�2)�9,(:�7+528*+�086,&�:+,&+�$''5(66('�620(
2)�7+(�32/,7,&$/�,668(6�)$&,1*�7+(�/2**,1*�,1'8675<�$7�7+$7�7,0(�

�( �(#!+! 
�*!�%!,

$15.00
�/86� +,33,1*

��).��)& ��!��-%&&� ���1�	��
�$)7(5�0$1<�5(48(676�72
5(&25'�$�*263(/�$/%80�7+(<�$*$,1�5(7851('�72�7+(�678',2
$1'�5(&25'('�(/(9(1�25,*,1$/�621*6��!:2�2)�7+(�621*6�$5(
&2�:5,77(1���21(�:,7+��21��(&.�$1'�21(�:,7+��,&.��$552:6�

�).��)& ��!
�-%&&

$15.00
�/86� +,33,1*



in 2001, a University of
Massachusetts dartmouth pro-
fessor asked me to speak to his
environmental class on the
“War on the West” by the Clin-
ton administration, which had
ended weeks earlier.  Professor
Jack stauder’s invitation drew
invectives from colleagues for
allying himself with, “the vast
right-wing conspiracy,” but he
countered, “that environmen-
talists are always the good
guys saving the environment
[is a] fairy tale….”  The “envi-
ronmental movement [is] based
on a cruel and uncompromising
ideology.…"  in The Blue and
the green:  a Cultural ecologi-

cal history of an arizona
ranching Community (Univer-
sity of Nevada Press, 2016), he
has more to say about “the
greens.”

dr. stauder was born in
Colorado, grew up the son of a
rancher, “learning from him
the life of ranching and feeling
his love for the land,” and
spent his high school years in
Las Cruces, New Mexico.  after
two semesters at harvard, he
took a year off, did construc-
tion work, and enlisted in the
U.s. Marine Corps reserves,
but returned to major in amer-
ican history and Literature.
his interest in social anthro-

pology was sparked by a sum-
mer with Mexican indians.  he
graduated in 1962, won a Mar-
shall scholarship, and earned
a Ph.d. in cultural anthropolo-
gy at Cambridge University.
along the way, he became a
Marxist.

his flirtation with Marxism
ended after traveling to 110
countries, including ethiopia,
source of his first book, The
Majangir:  ecology and society
of a southwest ethiopian Peo-
ple (Cambridge University
Press, 1971).  “i talked to ev-
eryone i met; in communist
countries, they just weren’t
happy.”  Meanwhile, travel in
the U.s.a. taught him about
environmentalists.  each sum-
mer from his sister and her
husband’s pecan farm in Las
Cruces, he traveled in a
camper van, meeting with
westerners.  soon, he focused
on the beautiful Blue river
Valley—“isolated and obscure,
unheard of by even most arizo-
nans,”—on New Mexico’s west-
ern border.

in a denver talk, dr.
stauder argues his book is not
a personal polemic; instead, he
insisted the men and women
tell their story in their own
words.  he acknowledges the
“ranchers and other folk on the
Blue,” U.s. Forest service, U.s.
Fish and Wildlife service, and
arizona game and Fish de-
partment employees, “environ-
mentalists of various persua-
sions,” and “scientists and ex-
perts on ranching” who helped
ensure he got it right.

The Blue was a “land of
beauty and plenty,” but it was
also “a frontier beset by dan-
gers and difficulties,” specifi-
cally, it was “a traditional
hunting territory of the White
river and other apache
bands.”  eventually, however,
“[d]espite apaches, rustlers,
rough terrain, hardship, and
risk, the Blue was irresistible
to those who wanted land[,]”
land that had water!  The

Blue’s late settling extended
the “cattle-ranching frontier in-
to the american interior,”
which saw boom and bust
economies, overgrazing, “eco-
logical damage” due to “a lack
of property rights”—the U.s.
government owns most of the
land—and fire, draught, and
floods.  The newly minted For-
est service, however, including
young aldo Leopold, worked
with and helped the ranchers.
Through it all, if they did not
necessarily prosper, they sur-
vived.

That soon changed.  at the
end of the century, many
would be running fewer live-
stock and some would be out of
the cattle business entirely due
to the anti-ranching environ-
mental juggernaut, the Clinton
administration’s War on the
West, the death by a thousand
paper cuts from the National
environmental Policy act, and
abuses of the endangered
species act.

dr. stauder calls for “com-
mon ground environmental-
ism,” in which environmental-
ists who see ranching in a posi-
tive light acknowledge ranch-
ers’ commitment to steward-
ship of the land and abandon
the ideological obsessions of
radical greens.  Furthermore,
he hopes Forest service per-
sonnel of good will can circum-
vent the arduous “legal and in-
stitutional framework” that
has caused westerners such
problems.  is he too optimistic?
only time will tell.

Meanwhile, in writing
about the Blue, dr. stauder
has told the modern history of
ranching across the West.  all
who love liberty should pay
heed.

Mr. Pendley, a Wyoming
 attor ney, is President and Chief
Legal  Officer of Mountain
States Legal Foundation and a
regular   c olum nist in  Loggers
World.
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Summary Judgment....

by William Perry Pendley

Defending the 
People of the Blue 
from the Greens
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Vern Ratzlaff - 97371
cc  $33
1 standard, 1 issue

Prepared By: LauraEEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT MMAARRTT ran cc        on web

New 9" pitch drive sprockets ..........$3,800 / pair
New 8" pitch drive sprockets ..........$3,600 / pair
Pair used 9" pitch tracks and pads

for Terex or Cat, 1.5 inch grousers.....$2,900
Bottom Terex rollers.................$400 - $700 new 

Front blade hyd. cylinders........................$2,000
Track tightener cyl ...........................$400 - $800
New rebuilt Detroit inline 6-71 engine ...$11,000       
Good running Terex dozers

with blade and drum.........$16,500 - $19,500
503-831-2244
503-623-2089

TRIPLE T EQUIPMENT
Rickreall, OR  97371

Numerous parts available
clp_inc@msn.com

TEREX DOZER PARTS

CHECK US OUT ONLINE! 

LOGGERSWORLD.COM

Like what you see in 

Loggers WorLd?

Buy a subscription so

you don’t miss a

single issue

subscription Form on

Page 28
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2011 Timberpro TL735B

�A�"<,/.8��8;:,=

$190,000

1996 Kobelco SK230
(��0=055�%36-096,:;09���,150;
�,99,310���89;9873.:��28409:

P.O.R.

2010 Cat 527 
(�������9:����0=�&��

$285,000

New 2013 Cat 527
����9:�

$375,000

2014 
Komatsu
XT445L-2
	������9:��
"<,/.8
���?�
�8;:,=

$400,000

1996 Cat D5H,
�B#85509���$� B$=371��886�

P.O.R.

2009 Kobelco SK260
w/Logmax 7000XT,
	������9:����0=��71370

P.O.R.

2014 Tigercat 880, 
�������8<9:
$380,000

2000 Cat 527,
��#85509

$175,000

2015 Komatsu XT450L-2
	�	����9:�
P.O.R.

2013 Cat 568
W/Waratah 626

�������9:�
P.O.R.

2011 
Link-Belt
240LX

W/DM4550
Delimber
�������8<9:��
P.O.R.

Thunder-
Bird 
6140
�0=��,;�
�71370�
#0,/>�;8
�81�

P.O.R.

MIKE (541) 954-7643 • ERIC (541) 206-2252 • DAN (541) 914-9222
����58</-<9:;�(,>���<1070�� 90187�����
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(My first real loggin' job is
one of those things a guy just
don't like talking about a
whole lot.)

Being somewhat impatient
in my younger days, i had de-
cided that i would forgo the
time honored tradition of
working my way up the ranks
and just start running equip-
ment right from the git go.
The way i saw it a skidder
was just like a tractor...only
different.

i'd been around, on, and
underneath tractors since i
was 12 years old and had a
good deal of experience on
them, every summer, all
through my tenure at Junc-
tion City and North eugene
high schools whilst i was
growin' up so a skidder
shouldn't outta be that hard.

i took the plunge and start-
ed in on the help wanted sec-
tion of the register guard
looking under 'logging jobs'.
There must have been 20 of
them as this was in 1975,
maybe 74 and it was boom
time for the timber and mill
industries. i'd tried the
sawmills, but you had to be in
the same place all day, every
day, and eat lunch indoors
with a bunch of meatheads ev-
ery day, so that wasn't going
to cut it, if ya have to eat
lunch with a bunch of meat-
heads everyday you should at
least get to do it outside in the
rain.

it looked like i would have
to tell a 'little white lie' or two
in order to get on as a skidder
operator, as all the ads were
asking for experienced men
only. so i did what i had to do
and secured my position as
'skidder operator' over the
phone. i don't think i slept at
all that night, if i did it wasn't
for long.

i met the crummy at 5:00
am and off to the woods we
headed. i don't think any of

them saw how young i was at
that time, as it was dark and
they were all hung over and
the crummy smelled like a
cheap bar room carpet.

eventually we arrived at
the landing and the long wait
was over...it was show time. i
strutted over to the skidder to
check the oil and water and
show the crew what an old
hand i was and i'd imagine i
failed miserably.

i finally found myself in
the cab of a vintage 'Timber
Jack' skidder and something

didn't feel quite right. in due
time it hit me, there was no
steering wheel. i hadn't antici-
pated this. What in the hell
kind of a machine doesn't have
a dadgum steering
wheel....Lordy Lordy. details
like that would have to wait
though, i had to get her start-
ed up and warmed up and col-
lect my shattered thoughts.

i figured those small de-
tails would have to wait and i
got 'er started without too
much embarrassment and off
she went like it was on full au-
tomatic pilot, i was just along
for the ride! i found myself in
a state of pure panic and not
so much as a clue as to how to

steer or more importantly stop
the damn thing!

all of the sudden i had be-
come very popular with rest of
the crew, You could say That i
had their undivided attention
as i side swiped the crummy,
ran over every one’s lunch and
two chainsaws on my way to
demolish the fuel cache which
consisted of three 55 gallon
drums of diesel. one of them
ruptured right off the bat and
the other two took a little roll
down the hill. By this time
there were tin hats flying

around like Frisbees and ev-
ery one running around
yelling and screaming and
more hub bub than i have ev-
er seen or heard tell of and all
for me!Wouldn't you know it,
right when it looked like i was
headed off in a safe direction
and i could regain my 'comp-
sure' she hit a small stump
and reset her course, right for
the self loader that served as
the loading rig with the owner
up on top in the 'roost'. at this
juncture he was oblivious to
what had just happened to his
logging outfit as he had his
back to the melee while he
was loading out trucks. a few
seconds before impact he
turned and saw the runaway

skidder heading straight for
him!

he instantly let go of the
controls and held on for dear
life. Lucky for him and me too,
i suppose it was a glancing
blow and he just sort of slid
down as opposed to being
knocked right off the damn
thing! The out of control ma-
chine scraped down the side of
the loader and hit an out rig-
ger and stopped it dead in its
tracks, killing the engine, and
none too soon. My worst night
mare was materializing right
before my very eyes, i was
practically frozen with terror
and had a whole crew of burly
po'd loggers  bearing down on
me fast, things weren't work-
ing out quite as i had planned!

i won't put in print a lot of
the things i was called that
morning; i doubt that i'll ever
forget them either! after re-
moving me from the cab of the
skidder and doing a little
damage control the boss man
had me set chokers behind a
cat for the rest of the day with
no gloves or rain gear and of
course no lunch, as i had run
over them all!

When we finally arrived
back at the crummy stop the
owner reached under his pick
up seat and pulled out a check
book and paid me $40, $5 an
hour and informed me he was
sorry but he just couldn't af-
ford to keep guys like me
around, and i could see his
point!

With my confidence shat-
tered i headed home to face
the music and the 'i told you
so's' from the little woman.
But being young and resilient
i was back to my cocky self in
no time and would later on be-
come a very good skidder oper-
ator, cat skinner and all
around logger and learned a
valuable lesson in the pro-
cess......start out at the bottom
and work your way up!

FIRST LOGGIN' JOB
by Michael J. barker

“I side swiped the

crummy, ran over

everyone’s lunch and

two chainsaws on my

way to demolish the fuel

cache which consisted

of three 55 gallon

drums of diesel”
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