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This Rigging Shack
was originally printed
in the April 1978 issue

This year is off to a running
start and hustling right along. it
is going fast. Many of the logging
conferences have already taken
place and are history --- at least
until next year.

i had the job of moderating a
panel on Better ideas in Logging
at the oregon Logging Confer-
ence. This program was under
the direction of harry Young of
YBY Logging of the roseburg
area.

Fine bunch of panel members
with something real and worth-
while to talk about and illus-
trate. The panel was well attend-
ed and it was my job to introduce
each panel member. Then that
panel member, or speaker, would
come to the mike and make his
presentation. each of them had
either moving pictures or colored
slides to illustrate their talk. We
on the stage would turn around
and watch the big screen that
was close to us and to the rear.
Where i sat was off to one side.
By the time the third speaker got
through talking i was about two
thirds seasick. had to quit look-
ing and concentrate upon listen-

ing.

They had a lot of machinery,
tools and trucks at the oregon
Logging Conference. Covered a
lot of ground. ross equipment
Company had a big big display of
machinery. Yarders, loaders and
so on. For the second time they
hung the price tag on the front of
each machine along with the
specifications of that machine.
That was a good thing to do i
think, at least many members of
the non logging public could get
an idea of the cost of some of
these tools and logging ma-
chines.

one night the local TV sta-
tion was talking about the big
machinery show. The lady news-
caster said something like, “over
a million dollars worth of ma-
chinery is on display.” she was
light by maybe 20 million dol-
lars.

This last month or so i've had
a chance to talk with many many
people. Not interviewing them
especially --- just talking and vis-
iting. and enjoying it. Wilbur
heath is a most remarkable man
and i had the opportunity to visit
with him. We served on the same
panel and had coffee together af-
ter. one man who had known
Wilbur for years told me: “Will is
the same all the time. he is the

same if he is talking
to one person or to a
thousand people.
That is a sign of
great honesty.” i
thought that was a
true and a sensitive
remark by a man
who is a good observ-
er of people.

DAVID ROTH
i walked into the big two sto-

ry log house bar and restaurant
in enaville, idaho where david
roth and his crew were having
lunch. i had the advantage of
dave because i was looking for
him and he had no idea i was
with 500 miles of him. he took
the second look, got up from the
big table, came over and said
hello and invited me to eat with
them. as we were waiting for my
order to be filled he introduced
me to the hard working men
around the table. Two of them
were his sons, Mark and Curtis.

dave said i was just in time
to see them try something new.
They were going to fly out some
cedar blocks with the helicopter
[which they had done before
many times] and load them di-
rectly into a truck [which they
had not done before]. dave is the
owner of the helicopter and the
pilot.

FRED CALLAHAN
one other day when i was

ramming around a logging road
system looking for some logging
operations i stopped in at the
Bark-n-all log yard and had a
good conversation with Fred
Callahan. This man, who is old
enough to retire but isn't about
to, is as interesting as high volt-
age. he has been here and there
and he has done this and that.
From digging gensing in North

Carolina to owning and
operating a logging outfit
in oregon.

Fred and his partner
got started in the chipping
business when the de-
mand for chips was great
and good. Within a year or
so the demand for these
chips went down. so they
changed from logging and
chipping on the site of the

timber and set their machinery
up in a yard. Now they buy alder
logs and bark them and chip
them. This yard is next door to
Mist, oregon. if Mist was a big-
ger town the yard would be
downtown Mist.

i had a great time listening to
Fred as he was telling me of
some of the places he has been
and some of the things he has
done. one of the best story
tellers of all time --- Fred Calla-
han is.

a lot of my time is spent
alone. That is i'm by myself ---
and sometimes that isn't the best
of company for enjoyment. i
spend a lot of time driving. one
day last month i was in Coeur d'
alene, idaho and the next day i
was in a logging outfit in North
Western oregon. one day, in
idaho, it is cold and snowing.
Next day it is cold and sunshiny.

i spend a lot of time on the
highway. i spend a lot of time
driving up and down logging
roads looking for some place or
another.

That is why, or at least one
reason, i enjoy going with some-
one else. especially if that some-
one else is acquainted with the
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(continued on Page 4)

See “Rigging Shack”
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country. i've been lost --- and
lost and lost and lost. and yet
most of the time i can find what
i'm looking for from a brief and
sketchy description. it works out
pretty well most of the time.

JIM WARK
it was Friday morning and

the outfit i was going to see was
snowed out. it was snowing in
the valley. i got a hold of Jim
Wark, a salesman for Cascade
Loggers, and we headed out to
the Mark iii Logging Company.
Farther we went and the higher
we went the worse got the
weather. We got to the job and
the crew were heading out for
home and fire. don't blame them
a bit. They have a Washington
sKYLoK 78, a husky model 300
track mounted hydraulic Load-
er, a FMC track skidder and
some logging trucks and other
machinery. They log for interna-
tional Paper. hope to get out
and meet all of them and get
some pictures one day soon now.

HAP JOHNSON
on the way up there seen an-

other logging outfit and noticed
that there was a lot of fell and
bucked second growth fir timber
with some topped, and some not
topped, spar trees scattered here
and there. This was the logging
outfit of my friend and ex-part-
ner hap Johnson. hadn't seen
him for a long long time and
hadn't been on his job for maybe
several years. stopped to say
hello and admire his new Pren-
tice model 410 truck mounted
hydraulic Log Loader.

hap logs for international
Paper and the timber is fell and
bucked by international Paper.
They, i-P, contract out the
falling and bucking. hap usually
logs with a Timberjack skidder.
When the weather or the ground
won't let him use the skidder he
then rigs up a small Washington
truck mounted yarder and goes
to high lead logging. since hap
spent most of his working life
topping and rigging spar trees
he is not using a tower. he still
tops and rigs, or raises, wooden
spar trees.

on weekends hap usually
tops the trees he is going to use
for spar trees. he had a tree
topped at a landing at the end of
a spur road.

This day he was running the
loading machine and was load-
ing out a load of logs on a K&K
Logging Company Truck, at an-
other landing. This truck is driv-
en by stan Johnson, brother of

hap.

There was a timber cutter
finishing up a strip right around
one of the spar trees that hap
had topped. stan was sort of
watching him work while hap
was loading the truck. he could-
n't actually see the faller most of
the time but he could see the
trees falling, from time to time.
Then he came to attention,
looked again and hollered at
hap; “hey someone just fell the
spar tree you topped last week-
end.”

That is right. This timber
cutter fell the topped spar tree.
Fell it after it was limbed and
topped.

WHAT IS COMING?
all in all i find almost every-

one i talk to is hopeful and full
of beans. going right ahead is
their plan. do more, do it better
and do it faster is the universal
goal. some prices are down ---
others are up. That is normal i
guess.

rumors going around about
almost anything. rumors that
things are going to be better
than ever and rumors that is
just the opposite. Piece in the
paper said that Weyerhaeuser is
going to lay off 1000 people but
these people will be in the non
production areas.

This last month met a lot of
log haulers who had purchased
new log trucks. Brand new ones.

That is a healthy sign --- don't
you think?

i haven't heard anyone men-
tion the drought for a long time.
But i'll bet the government have
several offices open yet for
drought relief. obsolete gov-
ernment activities have a way of
hanging on. They make the sev-
en year itch look like the two
hour flu.

IDAHO
did you ever notice how each

locality, state or place has its
own personality? a personality
made up of the location, the
weather, the industry and the
people. There is one more ingre-
dient and that is the history of
the area, as you understand it,
and your preconceived notions of
that area. These mix up into an
overall picture or feeling that is
very real --- but it might not be
exactly true.

i feel this wherever i go. Peo-
ple are the best invention of the
Lord but they are different in
different places. different ages
make for different personalities
also. Logging methods are much
the same in the same areas ---
with good reason.

For some reason i feel this
personality very strongly in ida-
ho and especially in and around
the Coeur d'alene area. it is one
of my favorite places because it
is a different place and in and
around Coeur d'alene are some

outstanding people.

idaho has a week set aside,
by proclamation of the governor,
just for loggers. it starts on april
the fourth and the climax of the
week is the Loggers Fair held
Coeur d'alene on saturday and
sunday, the 8th and 9th of april.
if you want to see something
good, something different, some-
thing remarkable, make it a
point to see this Loggers Fair. 'i-
daho state Loggers Fair' --- has
a nice ring to it.

idaho is quite a place and i
don't know hardly anything
about it. But i know enough so
that i know that idaho is quite a
place.

one of the best examples of a
logging town i can mention is in
idaho. Pierce, idaho. There is
one big reason for Pierce. That is
the timber industry. Mill and
logging operations. it is off the
beaten tract so it isn't a tourist
center. it isn't a center for hunt-
ing and or fishing. it is the cen-
ter of timber harvesting and
manufacturing. That is the rea-
son for Pierce and Pierce lives
up to its obligations in an ad-
mirable fashion. as you can
guess there are many many fine
people in Pierce --- extra ordi-
nary fine people.

There isn't a better thing to
be said about any village, town
or city.

� �

� �
� � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � �
� � � � �
� � � ��
� � � �

� � �
� � �
� � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �
� � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � �
� � � �

� � � � �
� � � �

� � � �
� � � � �
� � � �

� � � � �
� � �
� � � � �

� � � �
� � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � �
� � �

� � � � � �
� � � �

� � � �
� � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � �� � �

�

 
Rigging Shack
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INDEPENDENT THINNING - ROSEBURG, ORE.

ALWAYS
ADJUSTING
Independent Thinning Has
Been at it For Years, But
That Doesn’t Stop Them
From Trying New Things

Photos by Kevin core and
story by Brandon Hansen

T
he woods isn’t anything
new to the Martins, who
have decades of experience

logging and thinning under their
belts.

But that doesn’t stop them
from occasionally trying some-
thing new. 

dan Martin has been logging
since 1972, and has gone from
just being one of the guys to run-
ning a company with three sides.         

his son Chris has been going
strong in the timber industry
since 2002 and runs the cut-to-
length side of the family busi-
ness, independent Thinning. 

“Working for the family busi-
ness, like anything, has its ups
and downs but you get to see ev-
erything that goes on and how
things work,” Chris said. “Being
family also means you’re held to
a higher standard and you’re al-
ways working to make things
happen.” 

independent Thinning has
been doing cut-to-length since
1993 but made a big change in
machinery in 2014, when Chris
and dan decided to go with Pon-
sse for a harvester and for-
warder.

Ponsse, founded in Finland in
1970, and branching out with

(continued on Page 7)

See “Independent”

ABOVE: Chris Martin of Indepen-
dent Thinning uses his 2013 Ponssee
Ergo Harvester with a Ponssee H7
head. Independent Thinning is based
out of Roseberg, Ore. and got their
two Ponssee machines a year and a
half ago.  
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$259
Plus, mention this ad 
and we’ll throw in a  
FREE collector's ball cap 
with your roll of chain. 

 Get yours today!

Free Ball Cap
While supply lasts, get a 
100’ of OREGON® 3/8" 
square-ground chisel saw 
chain for only:

SHOP & SUPPLY INC.
Centralia, Washington

360-736-1336
Information Calls
800-822-2808

 Direct Order Line
www.madsens1.com
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Independent Thinning’s Ponsse BuffaloKing sits at the ready, operated
by Phil Kiefer. The BuffaloKing has a carrying capacity of 39,683
pounds and has a powerful Ponsse K110+ loader. 



Ponsse North america, had a
booth at an eugene logging show
that caught Chris’ eye. 

“i had looked at it and decid-
ed to give it a chance,” Chris
said. “so i went up to the booth
and started asking a bunch of
technical questions that most
people or salesmen probably
couldn’t answer.” 

it wasn’t just any salesman,
but Ponsse North america’s
Managing director Pekka ru-
uskanen. 

“he answered every question
i had and since they specifically
build cut-to-length machines, i
knew they built good stuff,”
Chris said. 

so a year-and-a-half ago, in-
dependent Thinning purchased a
2013 ergo harvester and a 2013
BuffaloKing forwarder. 

Chris was especially im-
pressed with the Ponsse ma-
chines’ double pump hydraulic
system that give them plenty of
power and versatility. 

“once we got one of those
machines out there to work and
experienced all that extra flow
function, i just knew it was going
to be a good way to go,” he said. 

The 2013 ergo harvester that
Chris uses, along with the Buf-
faloKing forwarder can be ser-
viced close to home at the new
Ponsse service center in Coburg,$62?02��$��?.==92�$?<02@@<?��*2?F� <D��<B?@���<:=92A29F�&2.1F�(<��<																																																																					������
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CCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COMCCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COM
Dallas/Salem Rickreall, OR

Carl Cornthwaite • 503-507-7230 • carl@ccheavyequipment.com
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Independent

(continued from Page 5)

(continued on Page 11)

See “Independent”

Clothing the
Working Man for

94 Years
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FINANCING THE FUTUREFINANCING THE FUTURE

Call MIKE LOBB Today!
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Let us show you how we can help
)nance your major overhaul
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FEATURED IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

Dan Martin, son Chris 
Martin and Indendent 

Thinning have been doing
cut-to-length since 1972 and
run three sides. One side is
their thinning side, ran by

Chris. The company also has
five long logger trucks, one

equipped as a lowboy and
two mule trains. They also

have four shovels, three de-
limbers and two small tow-

ROSEBURG
OREGON

INDEPENDENT
THINNING

Roseburg, Oregon is based in the Umpqua River Valley in south-
ern Oregon. It’s the county seat and most populous city of Douglas
County. It has just over 21,000 residents and was founded in 1851
and named after settler Aaron Rose. Rose contructed the first
building in what would become Roseberg. The town was first known
as Deer Creek, but changed to Roseburgh in 1857 and Roseburg
in 1894. The highest point around Roseburg is Mount Nebo, west
of I-5. Through the 1980s, it was known for its band of 20 feral
goats and residents say could predict the weather by watching
where the goats were on Mount Nebo. If they were high on the
mountain, the weather would be good. 
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UNBEATABLE  
CARRYING CAPACITY

PONSSE ELEPHANTKING

THE NEW PONSSE ELEPHANTKING forwarder is designed for extremely demanding 
conditions and heavy loads. The ultimate tractive force, powerful engine 
and the staggering 20-tonne carrying capacity guarantee efficient timber 
transportation both on sloping sites and long hauling distances.

THROUGH THE NEW MODEL SERIES 2015, the frame structure is more rigid, and 
components and service points have been positioned considering the ease 
of serviceability. The new cabin offers plenty of storage space, the most 
ergonomic controls available in the market and excellent visibility in every 
direction. In addition, the machine’s service interval has been increased to 
1,800 hours. Extremely long service intervals increase effective operating 
hours and reduce maintenance costs. 

THE EXCEPTIONALLY POWERFUL PONSSE K100+ LOADER, the large load space and the 
flexible drive transmission and loader control system ensure the position of 
the PONSSE ElephantKing as the most effective forwarder on the market.

PONSSE ELEPHANTKING is also available with the extremely comfortable PONSSE 
Active Frame cabin suspension system. It actively keeps the cabin levelled 
and eliminates the lateral shaking that typically stresses the operator.

A logger’s best friend 
www.ponsse.com

PONSSE NORTH AMERICA INC

4400 International Lane
Rhinelander, WI 54501
Office: 715-369-4833

WISCONSIN 

Pekka Ruuskanen 715-360-0064 
Sam Heikola 715-499-1272 
John Holmes 715-367-2612 

MICHIGAN 

Jim Charlier 906-201-0343 

MINNESOTA 

Paul Estabrooks 218-244-2559 

PONSSE NORTH AMERICA INC

90712 Huntley Court
Coburg, OR 97408
Office: 541-343-6926
Sales: 541-554-6358

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PONSS  

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SE ELEPHANTKING

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TH AMERICA INCPONSSE NOR

4400 International Lane
, WI 54501Rhinelander

Office: 715-369-4833

WISCONSIN

Pekka Ruuskanen 715-360-0064 
Sam Heikola 715-499-1272 
J h  H l  715 367 2612 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE NEW PONSSE ELEPHANTKING
conditions a        
and the staggering 20-tonne carr

tati         transpor

THROUGH THE NEW MODEL SERIES 2015,
components and ser

i bf 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  SSE ELEPHANTKING warder      for
 nd heavy loads. The ultimate tractive force, power

ying capacity guarantee efficient timber  ggering 20-tonne carr
on both on sloping sites and long hauling distances.

  NEW MODEL SERIES 2015, the      
vice points have     s and ser

f        Th   bi  fbili

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

r is designed for extremely demanding
f       ate tractive force, power

g capacity guarantee efficie  
     and long hauling distances.

  frame structure is more rigid, and
   been positioned considering the ease

 l  f    

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    y demanding
ul engine

   ent timber
        .

      rigid, and
     ng the ease

     h  

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

John Holmes 715-367-2612 

MICHIGAN

Jim Charlier 906-201-0343 

AMINNESOTTA

Paul Estabrooks 218-244-2559 

TH AMERICA INCPONSSE NOR

t90712 Huntley Cour
Coburg, OR 97408
Office: 541-343-6926

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

viceabof ser
ergonomic controls available in the market and excellent visibility in ever
direction. In addition, the machine’
1,800 hours. Extremely long ser
hours and reduce maintenance costs.

THE EXCEPTIONALL
flexible drive         
the PONSSE     

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

fers      . The new cabin ofbility
 controls available in the market and excellent visibility in ever

s s  addition, the machine’
vice  s. Extremely long ser

  educe maintenance costs.

Y POWERFUL PONSSE K100+ LOADER, NALL LY POWERFUL PONSSE K100+ LOADER,
 e transmission and loader control system ensure the position of

 E ElephantKing as the most ef

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 plenty of storage space, the most
     arket and excellent visibility in ever

val has been in  vice inter ser
fectiv  vals increase ef inter

    .

   + LOADER, the large load sp   
     control system ensure the position of

warder on the market.fective for     st ef

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     the most
y        ty in ever

   ncreased to
ve operating

    pace and the
        e position of

  the market.

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sales: 541-554-6358

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PONSSE ELEPH
Active Fram          
and eliminates the lateral shaking that typically stresses the operator

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 ANTKING is also available with the extremely comfor
 e cabin suspension system. It actively keeps the cabin levelled

 tes the lateral shaking that typically stresses the operator

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

s  

t      with the extremely comfor
    m. It actively keeps the cabin levelled

     t typically stresses the operator

A logger’
www

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

s best friend

table PONSSE
         bin levelled

.         perator

.ponsse.comw



L
O

g
g

E
R

s
W

O
R

L
D

D
E

c
E

M
B

E
R

2
0

1
5

10

Call 877.563.8899 or 250.563.8899
www.prolenc.com  

If you recognize this… you need 
one of 
these.

If you recognize this… you need 

Don’t just fi x it again, get the 
permanent solution! 1500 Model

10
WITH SAFETY ON THE MIND, Chris Martin does some falling
and processing in his Ponsse ERGO Harvester on the right-of-
way next to a road. Flaggers were used to close the road to cars.



MPI

LeTOURNEAU LOG STACKER, 60-ton, cab,
4x4, 12.7 liter Detroit Series 60, excel-
lent tires, very clean, good history,
from major pipeline job, 3 avail-
able..................................................CALL

1995 HYUNDAI/ROBEX 290LC DELIM-
BER, w/Pierce 3345 upper, working
daily through last season, estimated
90,000 lbs., consigned, call for loca-
tion...............................................$38,000

EQU I PMENTEQU I PMENT
Call Chuck 24/7
530-221-6760

8537 Commercial Way  Redding, CA 96002
chuck@mpiequipment.com

www.mpiequipment.com

INCORPORATED

1977 CAT D6D, straight blade w/tilt,
sweeps, screens, Carco winch, fair-
lead, good rails and sprockets, low
hour engine, w/o paperwork.........CALL

1996 CHRISTY 3DTK YARDER, 6 cyl.
Cummins, 2,000’ 3/4” swedge skyline,
approx. 2,000’ 5/8” mainline, haywire,
guy lines, NO carriage, 75mhz radio
system, approx. 6,500 original hours,
mounted on Freightliner w/Cummins,
heavy 2-speed rear ends, biscuit sus-
pension, good clean unit, yarded logs
until October 15, 2015, owner is down-
sizing, call for location..............$75,000

1997 CAT 527, Esco swing grapple,
bunching grapple, 6-way dozer, tri-
rails, near-new V-Trac rails/sprockets,
15,075 hours on meter.............$158,000

CAT 966C LOG FORKS, pin on, fair
condition.......................................$2,500

2013 Hyundai HL757TH-9, Tier III Cum-
mins, 3.6 yd bucket, hyd QC, good
20.5x25 tires, cab, AC, 2,604 hrs, good
loader..........................................$78,500

JEWELL CLAMSHELL CONTRACTORS
GRAPPLE, for 25,000 to 35,000 lb. ma-
chine, 100” opening, full rotation, very
low hours.....................................$9,500

1994 MORBARK 1200, 12’ tub, CAT
3408, approx. 650 hp, Morlift 350 boom
w/grapple, cab, 3-axle carrier...$60,000

2000 MORBARK 23WCL PORTABLE
CHIPPER, CAT 3412 @ 800 hp, Morelift
500 loader, 3-knife sys, 2 axle......CALL

2002 BANDIT BEAST 3680 HORIZON-
TAL GRINDER, CAT C15 @ 525 hp, Tier
II, pintle hitch, 6 NEW Michelin tires,
7,700 hrs, runs well, will have new
paint.............................................$85,000

1996 CAT 515, Esco boom & grapple,
winch, 23.1 tires, just off job.........CALL

2008 IHC 8600SBA 4,000 GALLON
WATER TRUCK, 3 axle, Cummins en-
gine @ 410 hp, 10 speed, air ride, NEW
2015 Randco water system, front, side
& rear sprays, hose reel, 8 new drive
tires, 489,560 miles....................$57,500

2013 CASE 621F, 3rd valve, JRB QC,
3.5 yard bucket, new 20.5x25 26-ply
tires, AC, heat, 2,943 hours, lease re-
turn, clean................................$100,000

2006 KOBELCO SK250LC, Jewell
shovel logger built up, Jewell grapple,
H&W, 24” tracks, forestry cab, rock
guards, good undercarriage, runs well,
12,850 hours...............................$92,500

2007 CAT 328D LCR, smooth-edge
clean up bucket, hydraulic QC, auxil-
iary  hydraulics, 10’6” stick, very good
condition, 6,148 hours............$130,000

2012 KOMATSU PC360LC-10, Tier 4, 30”
dig bkt, 10’6” stick, 33 1/2” pads, lube
system, cab guard, rear camera, AC,
2,182 hrs, priced to sell!!!.........$185,000

2012 KOBELCO SK260-9, 48” bucket,
standard stick, aux hyd, , IT Tier 4  @
176 hp, very clean, 2,201 hrs.....$99.000

2010 VOLVO EC210CL, QC, bucket,
9’6” stick, aux hyd, AC, rear view cam-
era, 4,311 hours..........................$89,500

2012 JD 300D Series II, very good
23.5Rx25 tires, 4,654 hrs........$190,000

1999 CAT 525 SKIDDER, D/F boom,
bunching grapple, NO winch,24.5x32
tires, 3304DIT@ 175 hp, powershift,
runs/shifts well,  17,448 hrs......$39,500

BOOM & GRAPPLE FOR JD 648G II,
dual-function...............................$5,500

1988 CAT 518 SKIDDER, Esco grapple,
NO winch, 3304 @ 130hp, runs & shifts
well, 23.1 tires: 2 very good, 2 @ 10-
15%.  We have 2 new tires @ $2,500
each,......................................$25,000
....................or $30,000 with 2 new tires

1994 CTR 314SCD, pull-thru delimber,
JD power, measuring table, one saw,
radio control..............................$18,500

MANN BRUSH RAKE FOR CAT
D4H/D5H, approx. 91” wide, 53” tall pin
to tip, 7 tines.................................$3,000

PIERCE HEEL RACK, removed from
CAT 229 log loader, good condition,
approx. 99” long, 3” main pin.....$2,500

NEW JD FS24, 24”
cut, 30 degree ro-
tation, 8,380 +/-
lbs, fits JD 959J +
others.......$50,000

PROLENC SNUB-
BERS for skid-
ders, in stock
.....................CALL

NEW!

ROLL-OUT BUCKETAVAILABLE FOREXTRA COST

NEW
TIRES!
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ore. 
“it’s crazy how good their ser-

vice is, they really treat you like
family,” Chris said. “We’re deal-
ing right through the manufac-
turer instead of a sales place and
they’re really good.”

Being a guy that likes his ma-
chines in good condition, even
making sure they look clean out
in the woods, Chris added he ap-
preciated how quickly Ponsse
would overnight parts or provide

support before their new oregon
shop was built, even though the
North american headquarters is
located in Wisconsin. 

“They weren’t afraid to give
out their personal phone num-
bers and do anything they could
to help us,” he said. “and now
having those guys close buy is
just great.” 

That’s good news for indepen-
dent Thinning, which does a mix
of work with state sales and pri-
vate landowners. Weyerhauser,
swanson group and douglar
County Wood Products all work

with the company. Chris esti-
mated roughly a third of the
company’s work is thinning. 

“it’s a big part of our business
and thinning is always going to
be a big part of it,” he said. “ev-
erybody has their strengths in
this industry and we just try to
do our job and let the production
speak for itself.” 

The story of independent
Thinning began back in 1972.
dan Martin had just graduated
from south Umpqua high school
and began riding with a friend
who drove log truck for huffman

& Wright. after about a week he
asked Bob Conley out on a land-
ing for a summer job. 

That job was as a chaser, set-
ting chokers behind a Cat under
a side ran by Conley.

“Bob kind of took me under
his wing and taught me a lot of
stuff about working,” dan ex-
plained. “Chewing my butt when
needed. he was like a father and
i appreciate all he did for me.” 

Martin worked for Conley un-

Independent

(continued from Page 7)

(continued on Page 14)

See “Independent”
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(541) 963-4646
Fax:  (541) 963-3415
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We 
Also Have
Eaglets,
Super

Eaglets,
Eagle IV,
Eagle V,
Eagle VI 
& Claws
Available
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�

(((���� ���$$������#!

EAGLE CARRIAGE & MACHINE
Call Today 
for a Demo!

EAGLE RAPTOR����

NEW! 
FASTER AND

SMOOTHER!

800-439-9073 208-267-6215

Ring Chain production facts:
* Only premium quality 
European steel is used in 
every component.
* Fully case hardened and 
through hardened in new 
high tech furnaces.
* Annealing after hardening, 
eliminates brittleness in 
freezing temperatures.
* Every model and 
dimension has sized right 
components to achieve 
maximum service life.

"Tight" Ring Chain

* 2 rows 
of tight 

rings 
cover the 

face of the 
tire providing 

protection 
and maximum 

traction.

"Double" Ring Chains

* Triple the number of Lug rings 
provide extra traction and more tire 
protection.
* High 0utput skidding operations 
like Bear Paw for it’s extra grip, long 
service life and low maintainance 
characteristics.
* Aggressive, durable, long lasting.

"Bear Paw" Ring Chains

* The “original” design, it evolved from 
horse shoes being welded to chain for 
traction on farm tractors.
* Three tag links set the rings wider apart, 
less rings per tire than “Tight”, less weight, 
less expensive.
* A cost effective option for easy 
conditions, part time loggers, worn out 
tires, and small skidders.

"Fixed" Ring Chains* Retainer links allow the big 
ring to “fl oat” creating a self 
cleaning action.
* Floating rings gained 
popularity in the 80’s on 18.4 
- 23.1 and 24.5 tires, and still 
remain the prefered
model of many operators.

"Floating" Ring Chains

* High powered skidders 
with wide tires will enjoy 

improved safety and 
performance on steep uneven 

terrain. 

POSING NEXT  TO THE PONSSE H7 HEAD, Chris Martin has been
going strong in the timber industry since 2002, working with his
dad Dan Martin, who has been in the woods since 1972.

WOULDN’T YOU BE SMILING
TOO? Chris Martin’s son Autzen
sits in the cab of his dad’s 2013
Ponsse Harvester. This little guy
loves logging machinery.
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Call Gib Gilbert today at

253.606.2029
Offer expires December 31, 2015. All equipment subject to price change 
and/or prior sale. All units FOB current N C Washington branch location. 
Contact your N C Sales Representative for details.

2006 John Deere 2054
S/N 200510
54” Jewell two-pin grapple, full 
length forestry rock and logger 
guarding packages, 15,968 hrs., 
runs

$89,000

YOUR FORESTRY EQUIPMENT PARTNER

$55,955

2001 Cat  325BL
S/N Y2JR03520
42” bucket with teeth, forestry 
rock guards and guarding packages, 
17,620 hrs., runs

$147,000

2011 Doosan DX300LL
S/N 5067
High and wide shovel logger, 58” 
Doosan two-pin grapple, forestry 
rock guards and guarding packages, 
6,385 hrs., ready to work

2005 Timbco 475EXL
S/N CW4C2641080405
24” 360 degree rotation head, 
new bottom, 6,507 hrs., ready to 
harvest

$161,600

A YEAR AND A HALF
AGO, Independent 
Thinning purchased a
Ponsse Ergo Harvester
and BuffaloKing 
Forwarder after Chris 
Martin had seen their
booth at the Oregon 
Loggers’ Conference in
Eugene, Ore. Martin was
impressed with the power
from the Ponsse 
machines’ double pump 
hydraulic system that
gives them plenty of 
power and versatility. 

LOGGERS 
WORLD VIDEO

Scan this QR Code with a
smartphone app to see 
Independent Thinning 

in action



til age 21, when he went to work
for the holt Lumber Co. sawmill
for six weeks on the green chain.
he said he didn’t find it satisfy-
ing.  

Martin got a call from Bob
asking if he’d like to come back
and run Cat for huffman &
Wright.

“i said ‘absolutely!’ and that’s
when i went back and stayed,”
Martin said.

he would spend the next 14
years learning the business of
logging. dan worked on rigging,
shorted, hooked and then ran
shovel. around this time, Mar-
tin said he began going to
church and became a Christian.
he added one memory that
stood out was praying at the al-
ter. 

“i felt at that point he told
me i’d be successful at some-
thing,” Martin said. “i just felt
he was going to allow me to be
successful.” 

dan met his wife soon after
that and shortly after would
start a business. Martin parted
out an old machine and began
operating it as a contractor. Log
truck driver sid skyler had giv-
en Martin the original idea of
buying a shovel he had found. in
1986, Martin & skyler Corpora-
tion was formed and they quick-
ly purchased a Washington 78
yarder. 

“i think we bought the
yarder, a file truck and an old
pickup if i recall.” Martin’s wife
denise took over as secretary,

Independent

(continued from Page 11)

L
O

g
g

E
R

s
W

O
R

L
D

D
E

c
E

M
B

E
R

2
0

1
5

14

Toll Free 1-800-488-3127
www.LoggingSupply.com

Full Service Shop
������
��	
�������������
������������������

COWLITZ RIVER
RIGGING

Ask about our Cab Guards

14

(continued on Page 16)

See “Independent”

When they started [Independent Logging],
Bob and Dan were working in a down cycle
for logging in the late 1980s. Martin credits
Conley’s experience and personality for them
surviving that period as Martin continued to

learn the business side of logging. 

and they were off and run-
ning.

The partnership would
grow to two sides before sid
and dan decided they wanted
to try things out on their own.
Martin would call up his old
boss, Bob Conley, and they
eventually agreed on a part-
nership. That would become
independent Logging. 

When they started, Bob
and dan were working in a
down cycle for logging in the
late 1980s. Martin credits
Conley’s experience and per-
sonality for them surviving
that period as Martin contin-
ued to learn the business side
of logging. 

“he had strong work
ethics, was honest, crucial
with integrity and was well
known,” Martin said. 

Conley at the time contin-
ued his previous job at huff-
man & Wright while Martin
was the working partner for
independent Thining. after
retiring from huffman &
Wright, Conley came to work
for independent Logging, run-
ning one of their tower sides
while Martin ran the other. 

Conley would retire in 1992
and with logging becoming
stagnent due to the Northern
spotted owl in the mid-90s,
Martin began talking with Mike
Melcher of sweet home, oregon
about his cut-to-length systems. 

“on seeing Melcher’s opera-
tion i knew it would work,”
Martin explained. “Mike and
his family was very instrumen-
tal in helping us make it work
for where we are.” 

georgia Pacific was looking
for someone to thin and Mar-
tin’s company began working in
that realm for the first time, us-
ing CTL systems. They pur-
chased a Timberjack 1270a
harvester with 762B head and a

1010 Forwarder. 
While thinning at first was

trial and error, Martin got into
a program that provided the
company’s operators with the
training to work successfully. 

With thinning demand on
steep ground growing, Martin
began looking for a yarder that
would do cable thinning. he
talked with Mike Murray at
ross equipment, who made
Thunderbird yarders with the
idea to make a smaller swing
yarder.      

The result would eventually
become the Thunderbird 6140.

“With their engineers and
our knowledge, it was born and
we bought the first one,” Mar-
tin said. “and later on two more
of them.” 

Martin’s company would
treat 2,500 acres a year thin-
ning in seven years and they
would expand to three har-
vesters and a forwarder. The
company’s logging side would
also grow to two swing yarders,
a cable yarder side, a construc-
tion side and a road side.
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INSURANCE

SPECIALISTS
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Website:  www.daigleins.com
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16
Phil Keifer in the Ponsse BuffaloKing
resorts the finished product from Chris
Martin’s thinning work. Chris set up
the Ponsse H7 head to paint a mark on
the logs when they get to a certain di-
ameter to aid in the final sort. It’s one
of many options offered by Ponsse.

“We’d expanded it all to
where we had a lot going on,”
Martin said. “We had around 85
people and 13 sides between
thinning, logging a road build-
ing. We’d grown and done so
much. great people, great lead-
ership people, great equipment
and a good strong vision for the
future.” 

at their peak, they’d produce
60-80 loads a day and 60 percent
of that came from thinning. 

in the mid 90s, with the mar-
ket going through a downturn,
they decided to reshape the com-
pany but “do it right, with our
reputation, people we worked
for, and not burning any
bridges,” Martin said.

Martin kept one CTL side, a
cable thinning side and proceed-
ed with property developing.
around that time, Martin’s son
Chris came to work for him.
With changing landscapes with
companies and markets, they fo-
cused on property developing

and worked at it for two years.
“My son (Chris) came to me

one day and suggested, ‘Why
don’t we go back to logging?’
Martin said smiling. “While i
wasn’t sure i wanted to do that
he reminded me ‘... we can do
that better than anything else.’
and so we started logging
again.”

around this time, the Martins
began going back to church and
redirecting themselves towards
god.

“i’ve never be complacent

about him again,” Martin said.
revitalized, independent Thin-
ning was making progress in
2006 but Martin had a bout with
throat cancer despite never
smoking and always being
healthy. dan went through an 8-
9 month chemo regime and said
that was as tough as anything
through his lifetime. he won the
battle, however and is still going
strong for the company now. 
Now with three sides in the

Independent

(continued from Page 14)

(continued on Page 19)

See “Independent”
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USED PARTS FOR
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www.triadmachinery.com

 
    

  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

    
  

    
  

    
  

    
  

Excavators

 

Harvesters

Skidder

Wheel Loader

 

Trucks

Cranes

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000

T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
T-Bird 1236, Denharco 4400 
monoboom, Spokane, #015313
..........................................$98,000
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SHANE WALLIN GETTING A LOAD OF LOGS for his 2004 Red Pe-
terbilt. Wallin works for Vision Transportation out of Roseburg,
Ore. He has a 2004 Whit-Log short log gear with SI scales. Phil
Kiefer is at the controls of the Ponsse BuffaloKing Forwarder. 



roseberg area, independent
Thinning has four shovels,
three delimbers and two
small towers. 

The key to independent’s
longevity and resilience?
good people. 

“You can’t do it all your-
self,” Chris said. “You need
good people out there other-
wise it’s just two people out
there and that wouldn’t get
you very far.”

dan and Chris also try
to keep costs down for peo-
ple that contract them out.
Chris points to an instance
to where it was estimated
they would need a flagger
for a week, but by just leav-
ing a strip of trees by a road
and then attacking that
small strip separately, they

were able to have flaggers
for just a day and a half.

“it made sense and we
didn’t lose much produc-
tion,” Chris said. “Knowing
costs, we try when we can to
save people money because
you’ve got to do that in order
to make money.” 

independent Thinning al-
so runs five long logger
trucks, one being equipped
to lowboy equipment and al-
so has two mule trains in
the fleet. 

The company has been
pushing cut-to-length hard
but they’ve been rolling
right along, finding their
place in the woods. With
equipment changing and
markets always changing,
independent Thinning is al-
ways a company to adapt
and continue to do what
they do best. 
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Independent

(continued from Page 16)

Visit us on the web at: www.FraleyTractor.com
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WRECKING LOGGING EQUIPMENT
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WE BUY HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR PARTS AND RESALE...CALL US!

FRALEY TRACTOR, Inc. WRECKING DIV.
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WORKING IN TIGHT CONDITIONS, Chris Martin positions his
Ponsse Ergo Harvester while thinning out on the job site. 



not talking about the major issues
but the little things. our Csa scores
were going up not because of serious
infractions but because of the little
things: marker lights, straps, tags
that could not be read, windshield
washer fluid tank not being filled,
air buzzers not being loud enough,
etc.. Up until recently we enjoyed
grace on the little things. NoT aNY
More!!!! The little things cost.

These are a couple of things that
we discovered. The most important
things that we are learning through
all of this are that loggers cannot af-
ford to just be able to stay in the
woods and log. That would be nice.
We are going to have to face the fact
that there is a trucking storm com-
ing and for some of us it is already
here. The american Loggers Council
is working as hard as we can on the

federal issues. TeaM is working on
insurance and safety. We as loggers
are going to have to be proactive,
think outside the box, and do all we
can to keep things going. We have a
strong history of doing amazing
things and being amazing business-
men. Let us take on this storm as we
always have and solve this problem
too.

Log and Truck on!!!  

richard schwab is the Procure-
ment Manager for M.a. rigoni, inc.,
a full service timber harvesting and
forest management company located
in Perry, Florida.

The american Loggers Council is
a non-profit 501(c) (6) corporation
representing professional timber
harvesters in 30 states across the
Us. For more information, visit their
web site at www.amloggers.com or
contact their office at 409-625-0206.
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MARK III WHISTLE CONTROL
 !)�� �&�������,��� �����&��)�+��$!�

�! ��%&����$�#'� ���%�)�&����"$!(� ���%�� 

CARRIAGE CONTROLS
$'�����$���!%�&��&��� ��! &$!���!%&

�� '���&'$�$-%���$$������$!��&����$!' ��!$
&���+�$��$

Rugged, Durable,
Industrial Radio

Equipment since 1946!

������!*���	��������!��%���
���$!��!!���+������
	�	�����	
Telephone 360-856-0836
)))�&�����&!!&�$��!�

������������

��"#��	����
������

DUKES
PARTS & EQUIPMENT

509-952-9223
����
 ������������������������������

1997 630 Tigercat, 
%�!�����'!�&�"!��$���������'!���!�

�$�##��%��'  �!%��"(�$

2006 Cat 525C, ��������"'$%
$78,00

������ ��� ��������	��"""�� ������!#�� ����������

Cat 325BL �"$�%&$*������!�� �"��
�'����$�#������)&$���'�$��!�������$�%�$�
������&�' ����')��*����������(���

$55,000

Clark 666 Skidder, '  �!%��%(�!�
�"" ��$�##�� $17,800

Parting Out Madill 3200B 
Kobelco SK220-6 Parting Out

or Will Sell Complete

������� ����� ���
"��!���!) 	��	
�������$��(�����
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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DID YOU KNOW.....?
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“As we See It”

(continued from Page 22)
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Contact: Kevin Zender (360) 319-7973
Rod Hansen (360) 520-6849

7:�.5*24��3.>26�A.6-.:.9=285.6<�,75
:7-�A.6-.:.9=285.6<�,75

???�A.6-.:.9=285.6<�,75 9��>.:;76��&�
LOG LOADERS

���	��*<�	������ � 2�&0 ..*$1��*()$�,$5�"-,#���	�����'01�������������������������������	������
������*<�	������ � 2�&0 ..*$��������'01��,$5�3�"�� 32-�*3!$�1712$+����������������
����
�����*<�	��� 0$"$,2�0!*2�+-2-0� ,#�.3+.��&--#�3�"��������������������������������������������������
���
��*<�	���� 5��($0"$�&0 ..*$��%-0$1207�" !��0!*2�+-2-0���������'01 ���������������������
������7+.4,7�#������ 5��$5$**�&0 ..*$��������'01��&--#�"-,#��������������������������������
�������	��
� 5��($0"$�&0 ..*$�������'01��$6"$**$,2�"-,# ��������������������������������������
���	��2<*,12�)'��
�� 2��%!-�!�#-�++'!���"*-!./-4��������			�$-.��)!2�(*/*-��!3�!''!)/��*) � �����������
���	��2<*,12�)'�	�� 5��$5$**�&0 ..*$��������'01��&--#�"-,#� �������������������������		�����
���	��77;*6��'	����� 
�����'01��$6"$**$,2�"-,#���5��($0"$�&0 ..*$ ��������������������
�����������
� �$5$**�&0 ..*$�����	���'01���,$5�3�"���0$!31'$#���.3+.�#0(4$��������
������7+.4,7�#��	��� 5��$5$**�&0 ..*$���������'01�����������������������������������������������

DELIMBERS
�����������
� 5�	����� 0 2 '�		���������'01��$6"��"-,#� ������������������������������������
����������
��2��		����-�/�$���������			�$-.�*)�)!2�(*/*-���+0(+��-!�!)/�(*/*-.�%)�$!� ����������
���������	����� 5��($0"$�����	��'$ #��12 ,# 0#�" 00($0�����%0-,2�������������������������
��������	��
� 5����� 0 2 '�	���"-+.*$2$�0$!3(*#�-,�'$ #��&--#�" 00($0 �������������
������*<�	������ 2��		����-�/�$��������			�$-.�*)�+0(+���(*/*-��)!2�(*/*-.�%)�$!� ��������
������*<�	������ 2��		����-�/�$�������

�			�$-.��'*##!-�"-*)/�2��#-�++'!��1!-4�#** ��*) ��� �"
���
��*<����
�� 5�� 0 2 '�	���*-&�*- #$0�%0-,2 ������������������������������������������������	����
�����&*:*<*1����� 5�"-+.��"-,20-*1��5$�" ,�(,12 **�-,�7-30�+ "'(,$ ����������������	����
������ 2.:,.�� � 2��*(+���) ��*)/-*'.����			�$-.��2!���)�%)./�''�*)�4*0-�(��$%)! �����������������������
������2<*,12���� 5����
�����0$"$,2�!--+���!--+�#0(4$��&--#�"-,#� ��������������������
���	��*.?77�	����?����

��� 
��			�$-.��-!�!)/�+0(+��#** �0��������$�%)�*)�/*+����0//�.�2�������
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��*<�	���� 2��%!-�!������
��			��-�'/�(*/*-��-!�!)/�+0(+���**(����0.$%)#.�!3����*) �������
����������
� 5����������0!*2�+-2-0� ,#�.3+.��,("$�*(+!$0 �����������������������������
�����

BUNCHERS
�����$20.:,*<��'��	�� 0!*2�	
��1 5��&--#�3�"��0$"$,2�0$. (01���������'01�����������������
���
�$25+,7�

��'�� 5��3 #"-�		��'-2�1 5���	�����'01��&--#�"-,# ��������������	�����
�����$25+,7�

��� 2�������-�.�2��#** �0����
��			�$-.��-!�!)/�(*/*-���+0(+.��#** ��*) ������ �"
�����!=*-,7�!��� 		�����#$&0$$�2(*2�'-2�1 5��&--#�"-,#� ���������������������������������������
�����!=*-,7���	�� !031'�+3*"'$0���1'0$##$0�'$ #�������������������������������������������������

WHEEL LOADERS
���
��*<������ "�5�*-&�%-0)1� ,#�!3")$2��$6"��"-,#���&--#�03!!$0���������������������������

SKIDDERS & DOZERS & GRADERS
���������
���  0�'�")�/)���	��#-�++'!�����			�$-.��
			�$-.�*)�)!2�(*/*-��#** �-0��!-�������	�����
��������
��� �0)�$%)#�#-�++'!�� 0�'�")�/)��**(��-!�-.��	���"-*)/��	���
�.!/��$�%).����		�$-. ��
�����
�����$��
��� #3 *�%,"2,�!--+��!3,"'(,&�&0 ..*$��&--#�03!!$0��,("$�#07��2(&'2�����������
������*<���� .2%)#��**(��*)'4����		�$-.���0/*�'0�!�.4./!(��)!2�-�%'.���.$*!.��'%&!�)!2��*) ���� �"
���
��*<������ 0!*2�+-2-0� ,#�20 ,1��&--#�03!!$0���"' (,1���������������������������������	����

YARDERS & SWING YARDERS
�*-244���
�� 5��"+$����" 0��6*$,2�"-,#��&--#�*(,$1�������������������������������������������
������
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 *,2/2,������ ��/�����-�'/�/-�).��/*-,0!��� -0(�.!/�2��.$�"/.��$4 �0����-0)��''�'*##%)#�.4./!(.������	�����
&*;1260<76����� � 2�.-5$0��0!*2�20 ,1��&--#�*(,$1��2 ,)�+-3,2��&--#�3�"����������������
�263��.4<��#��� �3++(,1�����.-5$0 ������������������������������������������������������������������������
�*-244���� 25-�1.$$#�20 ,1��0!*2��$20(-2���������2-0/3$����&37*(,$��5 2$0�-,� **�#03+1�

&--#�3�"��-,$�-%�2'$�* 12�����!3(*2 �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �"
�*-244���� -�'/��!/-*%/���������/*-,0!���#04'%)!.��#** �0����$%#$�.+!! �#!�-��2��'%)!. �����������������
#3@4.*-�#�
�� �0((%).�
�	$+�2���''%.*)��2�/!-�*)�$�0'����&��#** �'%)!.���#04'%)!��������������������
$�
���#32--.:��7=6<� "�5�� )(�" 0 ������������������������������������������������������������������������ �"
�1:2;<@�	�� 20*��+-3,2���3++(,1�.-5$0���**(1-,�20 ,1������2-5$0��5�� &*$2�" 0 ����������
$��2:-�$(��� �
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��������0((%).�����
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#3*02<�	� �
		�/-'����#04'%)!�
�
�����0((%).�������''%.*)��2�/!-�*)��''� -0(.����������������������������
&*;1260<76��	�#4*,3426.:� ����1$*%�.0-.���� 2�
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MOTORIZED CARRIAGES
������75*6��%� �$328�.-5$0��5��!3&1��	�	���'01��0!*2�" 0�����������������������������������	����
���
��75*6���� *()$�,$5�"-,#����-5�*-5�'01��5�0 #(-1 ������������������������������������������
������75*6���� &--#�"-,#���5�0 #(-1 ����������������������������������������������������������������������

FIRETRAILERS, TRUCKS & TRAILERS
������7:-������ �0((%).�		��
��.+ ��	�-!�-.���!) -%�&.*)�.+-%)#.�����-�%'.��
���*3��
���			���
����

OPENED RECENTLY, the Ponsse service and product sup-
port center gives Independent Thinning a close-by area
in Oregon to take their machines. It also limits downtime
since Ponsse can respond quicker to any needs. 
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everywhere i go and talk with
loggers there is a one common prob-
lem that is discussed during the
conversation. TrUCKiNg!!!!

We are beginning to realize that
a perfect storm is brewing off of the
coast and is headed our way to col-
lide with our businesses. Federal
Csa standards, increasing cost to
comply with new safety standards,
unwillingness of contract trucking
companies to go to the woods, insur-
ance Underwriters unwilling to
write policies for loggers. Just yes-
terday i learned that The american
Trucking association is forecasting
a 50,000 driver shortage by the end
of the year and The american
Transportation research institute
is forecasting a 250,000 driver
shortage in 10 years. These stats
are for all drivers. imagine trying to
compete for drivers in these kinds of
shortages and then ask them to go
to the woods. We have not even
thought about hours of service com-
pliance. on and on i could go about
the issues that we face but i'm only
limited to a few words here.   

Trucking has gotten to be a big
enough issue where insurance un-
derwriters, loggers, and industry
companies have started a task force
to try to head off the super storm
that is headed our way. soon, Jim-
mie Locklear with Forestry Mutual
insurance will write an "as We see
it" column to discuss what the
TeaM concept is and why we need
this group.

The aLC has been working
through our Transportation Com-
mittee to establish good federal poli-
cy on trucking for years. Whether it
is federal truck weight reform on
federal highways or combating Csa
standards and the pool of trucking
companies affiliated with other in-
dustries that we as loggers are com-
pared to. We have even worked on
the new ePa regulations on emis-
sions coming out of our trucks.

all of this being said, what can
we do as loggers on the ground now
to combat what is going on now?
These are some of the ideas that my
family's logging business has discov-
ered in the last 3-5 years.

We needed to increase our truck-
ing capacity a few years ago and did
not want to invest in the trucks or
worry about drivers. We went to the
larger bulk hauling companies and
asked them for rates and availabili-
ty. We were shocked to see how ex-
pensive their rates were. once we
got over the sticker shock we con-
tracted with a company to do the
trucking for a whole crew. We dis-
covered that trucking companies

and their employees do not work
like we do in the logging business.
We went through two trucking com-
panies because the drivers were
missing about 5-10 loads a week be-
cause of dependability issues. Keep
in mind that these were not fly-by-
night operators.

Through this process and frustra-
tion we had a bright idea. iF We
PaY oUrseLVes The higher
raTes ThaT TrUCKiNg CoM-
PaNies Charge We CaN MaKe
MoNeY iN The TrUCKiNg BUs-
ieNess!!! imagine that. You mean
that we do not have to subsidize our

trucking with our logging rates???
We started doing this and our prof-
itability increased and we stopped
missing as many loads. evaluate
what you are getting paid or what
you are paying yourself. i know
some of us are not in market places
where an increase in trucking rates
is possible. start letting the powers
to be know what we are dealing
with. remember the sTorM is
CoMiNg!!!

Through this process we had to
increase our mechanics in the shop
to keep our fleet in better shape. i'm

As We See It.... 

Trucking

(continued on Page 20)

See “As we See It”



Much has been written about
the impossibility of developing
america's rich natural resources
given the opposition of the obama
administration, radical environ-
mentalists, and actively empathet-
ic judges; it has been a horror
show for oil pipelines, energy on
federal lands, and coal anywhere.
What happens, however, when the
minerals at issue are deemed criti-
cal to national defense, key to
green technology innovation, and
crucial to contesting Chinese com-
bativeness and therefore:  the
stars align, the White house gives
its support, and environmental
groups eschew the courthouse?
sadly, as an essential rare earth
elements mine in Wyoming re-
veals:  death by a thousand bu-
reaucratic paper cuts.

in 1980, Congressman Jim san-

tini (d-NV) warned of america's
risky reliance for strategic and
critical minerals on foreign
sources, primarily africa.  gover-
nor ronald reagan, in his 1977 ra-
dio address, decried a "campaign"
by the soviet Union and Cuba "to
achieve strategic dominance over
africa with all its mineral riches."
in his landmark study,
santini—who died in september
at 78—listed:  cobalt, chromium,
manganese, platinum, and titani-
um, the "metallurgical achilles'
heel of our civilization."  President
reagan made santini's report poli-
cy, in part by vetoing the lockup of
mineral-rich land in wilderness ar-
eas, for which he took a beating
from environmental groups, their
democratic allies, and the media.

There are no dissenting views
from the left about developing to-

day's key strategic and critical
minerals—rare earth
elements—like dysprosium,
praseodymium, terbium, europi-
um, and yttrium.  Popularly un-
known, they are crucial to high-
technology and transportation in-
dustries, telecommunications,
america's military, and future
wind and solar projects.  China
produces about 95 percent of the
world's rare earths; meanwhile,
former Chinese premier deng
Ziaoping declared provocatively,
"The Middle east has oil; China
has rare earths."  

so does Wyoming.  in its sparse-
ly populated northeastern corner,
nine miles north of i-90, within
the Black hills National Forest,
lies the Bear Lodge Project.  First
identified by the U.s. Bureau of
Mines in the 1940s, explored pri-
vately over the decades, in 2004,
rare element resources, Ltd. of
Lakewood, Colorado, bought the
claims and began planning devel-
opment.  The company's novel
technology for processing the ore
yielded five patent applications
and a 99.99% pure, thorium-free,
total rare earth oxides (Treo)
powder containing four principal
magnet elements (neodymium,
dysprosium, terbium, samarium)
as well as the remaining suite of
rare earth elements.

Little wonder the departments
of defense and energy are excit-
ed—these elements are vital to
missile defense, protection against
ieds, and advances in wind and
solar technology.  in fact, energy
and the White house office of sci-
ence and Technology Policy
(osTP) co-chair a critical minerals
interagency task force that in-
cludes defense, Commerce, interi-
or, Justice, state, and Treasury.
rare element resources has made
frequent appearances at White

house, defense, and energy of-
fices, and was asked to be a mem-
ber of energy's Critical Materials
institute.

With all this support, the Bear
Lodge Project ought to be ready to
begin production; after all, it sub-
mitted a plan of operation to the
U.s. Forest service in November
of 2012.  regrettably, that agency,
citing personnel issues, lost 29
months fiddling with its mandate
under the National environmental
Policy act (NePa) to prepare an
environmental impact statement
(eis).  its ineptitude continues:
the draft eis due last January is
still pending.  Meanwhile,
Wyoming's department of envi-
ronmental Quality—with 90 days
to notice a "completed" mining
permit application—responded in
one day. 

despite the declaration by six
federal agencies (defense, energy,
U.s. geological survey, National
academies of science, Congres-
sional research service, and the
government accountability office)
that rare earths present a "crisis,"
the bureaucracy plods along.  in
response, senate and house legis-
lation is pending to require timely
action by federal agencies—not on
all major projects—only those in-
volving critical minerals, including
rare earths.  ironically, there will
be no testimony on the Bear Lodge
Project.  Congress told the compa-
ny that its experience is a "success
story."  if that is success, going
toe-to-toe with China, america
cannot afford failure.

Mr. Pendley, a Wyoming  attor -
ney, is President and Chief Legal
 Officer of Mountain States Legal
Foundation and a regular   c olum -
nist in  Loggers World.
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Summary Judgment....

by William Perry Pendley

Minerals Critical? 
In America, 

Never Mine
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GATHERING UP LOGS, Phil Kiefer
fills up the Ponsse BuffaloKing For-
warder and its 18-ton capacity. 
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Montana Track Claws, Inc.
�	����(&��$,#��#����(!!6��������	
�

888-293-2529
fax:  406-293-2267

MONTANA 
TRACK CLAWS,

Incorporated

Hundreds of 
Satisfied

Customers
Coast to Coast

NEWPRE-SEASONINVENTORYGet Them WhileThey Last!

�
�������������	�	��	����	�����������	�����	�������	�	��	����	������

New Style Available that
fits Multiple Machines!
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Call today for more information!  
866-514-3356 Toll-Free!
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INSURE YOUR IRON!
�����������������������������

�(4>�5-�>5:�145<�:8�(8�9/,�(.,4*>�95�8,,�-57��08()0209>��4*53,�
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HERE IS THE VIEW
FROM THE CAB of
Chris Martin’s Pon-
sse Ergo Harvest
with its Ponsse H7
processing head in
action. The result
of all that work is
logs decked
(above) and ready
for the forwarder.
About a third of
Independent’s
business is thin-
ning, and they
have three sides
working around
Roseburg, Ore. 
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FOR SALE: (5) 4 AXLE T-800 KENWORTH CHASSIS

CALL FOR PRICES

���!�%� #��&���	'�$���
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SCHMUNK'S TIRE CENTER

��������� 1-800-242-8473
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SKIDDER AND LOADER CHAINS
RRIINNGG SSTTYYLLEE • 2233..11 xx 2266 ((99//1166"")) 

((11449955..9955)) PR.
CAM LOCK TRUCK CHAINS

SINGLES (54.95) • DUALS (109.95)
"Huge Inventory"

&���(+�"����"!���(�� �!%�!%�&* �(�)!/�)��,�!#��#���*��!$!#�(���,!%�)
Ask about our Large Stock of Used Off-Road Tires
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Call Joe: 
509-637-3564
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