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you will find as you read
deeper in this september of
1979 issue of loggers World
that it is mostly filled with in-
formation and pictures of the
working loggers and contract
loggers who put their trust
and work into Potlatch Corpo-
ration. We partly covered that
part of the Potlatch logging
operations known as the
'northern units'. our travels
and our works centered on
such towns as Bovill, deary,
elk River, Clarkia, st. Maries
and so on. Bovill was the log-
ging headquarters that was
the core of our circle of opera-
tions.

Where is Potlatch?

if you do not know where
this area is i'd suggest you
look it up on a map. start with
Moscow, idaho and let your
eyes and fingers travel easter-
ly upon the map. there are
places in this big sparsely pop-
ulated area that you can travel
down a state highway for 15 or
more miles and never see a

house. the people are friendly
and interested. the loggers
are first rate and the timbered
hills and valleys cover a large
area.

the towns are close to log-
ging and many of the towns
are there because of logging
and timbering activity. Many,
if not most, of the men in the
town work in the woods. Pot-
latch Corporation is known to
everyone because it was the
men of Potlatch that opened
this country, layed out some of
the towns, constructed the
railroads and built sawmills
and logging camps. Potlatch
was the leader then and hasn't
lost an inch since then.

hoW Deary, iDaho got

its name

deary, idaho is named for
a general Manager of Pot-
latch, Bill deary. "deary, ida-
ho is the product of the Pot-
latch lumber Company (now
Potlatch Corporation) just like
elk River, Bovill and Pot-
latch." that is quoting from a
book about troy, deary and
genese. it goes on to say, "in
1905 the engineers for Pot-

latch surveyed the
right of way for the
railroad to the Bovill
area. When the set-
tlers around Avon in-
sisted on too high a
price for their land,
William deary, Pot-
latch general manag-
er, decided to locate
his station at the pre-
sent site of deary.

this isn't meant to be a de-
scription of towns and histori-
cal activities in this area ---
but such a discussion would be
most interesting if done by
someone knowing more about
it than i --- but is meant to be
a scene laying batch of words
to generally get you acquaint-
ed with some of the country
these logging people work, live
and play on.

sPike camP

sometimes the logging job
and the home are too many
miles apart, to offset this Pot-
latch has built a logging camp,
takes care of more than 40
men, they call the 'spike
Camp' east of Clarkia. in addi-
tion to this the crick bottoms,
the meadows and sometimes
the old landings have trailers
and campers parked on them.
there are hundreds of people
living this way in the back
country. What a dandy place
for the family to live and bring
up the youngsters in the sum-
mer months! A boy couldn't
ask for anything better.

the people driving cars and

trucks in this back
country of steep
ground and narrow
roads are tied togeth-
er by two way radio.
the C/B two way real-
ly comes into its own
here and most logging
roads have a number
prominently displayed
at the entrance to the

road. that number is the C/B
channel used on this particu-
lar road. Along almost all the
roads are numbers displayed
on boards. they are not al-
ways exactly a mile apart and
you can hear the message, "At
one heading for two", or "At
two heading for one." even a
stranger to the country knows
if you are at one heading for
two and someone else is at two
heading for one you have a
good chance of getting ac-
quainted with him, (or her).
And it is not always 'hims' ei-
ther. there are some 'her' voic-
es mixed in. ladies going out
to cruise timber maybe, Pot-
latch has some lady cruisers.
ladies going out to pick huck-
leberries likely, many of the
local ladies travel thru and
over these mountains and
roads looking for huckleber-
ries.

in 1976 i first visited this
country in company with Bea
davis and tom Femreite. Bea
davis is the editor of the 'Pot-
latch times'. At that time, in

FINLEY HAYS

Rigging
Shack

“Classic”

(continued on Page 4)

See “Rigging Shack”
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Originally Printed in
September 1979

This month’s cover features a colorized
version of the logo from the original
Loggers World Magazine back in 1964.

We aren’t going to use this every month
but thought it might be fun to use once in a
while.  

Let us know what you think by email at
logworld@aol.com
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1976, tom Femreite was the
logging superintendent of the
northern units. during that
trip we went up in the moun-
tains out of Clarkia where the
crews were logging and haul-
ing logs in and thru the deep
deep snows.

this visit i had the great
good fortune to get re-acquaint-
ed with tom Femreite because
i rode with him on his rounds.
tom is now the Administrative
Manager and he knows this
country like the back of his
hand, having been raised here.
tom has been a Potlatch logger
his entire working life, with
the exception of the time he
spent in the Army during
World War number two. tom
came to be a logging superin-
tendent by mastering all the
jobs along the way and by
spending the time to learn and
to do. i liked tom Femreite
when i first met him and that
liking and respect was
strengthened by spending four
days in his company as we

went from here to there pictur-
ing and interviewing Potlatch
loggers. tom is a positive man
with a knowledge of the compa-
ny and the country and ability
to explain things correctly and
fully.

he and his wife Maxine
raised their family in deary
and are members of the
lutheran Church there besides
being boosters of the communi-
ty activities. For a man who
spent a lifetime working from

four to six, or longer, he has
helped his community much. it
gives me great pleasure to pub-
licly thank tom for his help
and friendship. i appreciate it!
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Call 877.563.8899 or 250.563.8899
www.prolenc.com  

If you recognize this… you need one of these.
Don’t just fix it again, get 
the permanent solution!
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Rigging Shack

(continued from Page 2)

REPORTING IN FROM...

JOHN HOMCHICK
John began as a cutter of old growth timber in the

1970s, slowly grew a business from one shovel to 16
employees and is still at it out in the woods working for

RCD Timber on the Quinault Indian Reservation.
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Cascade Trader has a 
Complete Line of new 

Doosan Log Loaders, Excavators
& Wheel Loaders for your

Logging & Construction Needs!

KETO  • WARATAH • SOUTHSTAR • EAGLE CARRIAGE
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By Brandon Hansen
For loggers World

John homchick has seen a

few changes in the timber in-

dustry.

And despite all the

changes, he’s still heading out

in the woods. the Montesano

logger began as a cutter in the

woods and, after owning his

own company for years, is

now working for RCd timber. 

his great grandfather

steven and their family fled

Poland after World War i

ON THE JOB
A RCD Timber shovel works out on the Quinault 
Reservation in Western Washington. John Homchick
runs shovel for RCD after several decades of experience.

(continued on Page 7)

See “Homchick”
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Call Doug Powell Today!
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Need Financing?
We Can Help!
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Simington Sqaure-Chisel 
Saw Chain Grinder
Get top performance from your 
pro chain saw by sharpening its 
square-ground-chisel saw chain 
with a Simington grinder.   

The Simington #S451-C 
features:

SHOP & SUPPLY INC.
Centralia, Washington

360-736-1336
Information Calls
800-822-2808

 Direct Order Line
www.madsens1.com

$999.

JOHN HOMCHICK - MONTESANO, WASH.

Catching up with

JOHN
Montesano logger has seen 
plenty of changes in his five

decades of working in the 
timber industry



Looking for a Skycar? We have ACME, Boman and Eagle Carriages For Sale
We have Multiple Financing Options Available. Call Today or Visit our Website!

CCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COMCCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COM
Dallas/Salem Rickreall, OR

Carl Cornthwaite • 503-507-7230 • carl@ccheavyequipment.com
Lincoln Cornthwaite • 971-901-1333 • lincoln@ccheavyequipment.com
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when the Russians in-

vaded the country. they

immigrated to hoquiam

and steven began work-

ing in the local mills.

homchick’s grandfather

Jake served during

WWii when Berlin fell

and his father served

during the Korean War. 

After his parents

parted in the early

1960s, homchick lived

with his mother near

the Washington coast

and eventually graduat-

ed from elma high

school in 1977. his step

dad Bob Aust was a

sheriff in Pacific County

and instilled work ethic

into homchick. 

John learned to love

the outdoors at an early

age, climbing trees from

eight years on for the

heck of it. he’d get up to

100 feet up in the air

which probably gave

him an early preview of

Homchick

(continued from Page 6)

(continued on Page 9)

See “Homchick”
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Working Man for
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Visit us on the web at: www.fraleytractorinc.com
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WRECKING LOGGING EQUIPMENT
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FRALEY TRACTOR, Inc. WRECKING DIV.
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RCD TIMBER
Brian Dhooghe of RCD timber was shovel logging in
2014 in his 2014 Hitachi 370 on the Quinault Indian
Reservation. Using more fuel efficient machines has
helped stablize costs after fluxuating prices in the
2000s hurt the bottom line on many operations.



MPIEQU I PMENTEQU I PMENT
Call Chuck 24/7
530-221-6760

8537 Commercial Way  Redding, CA 96002
chuck@mpiequipment.com

www.mpiequipment.com

INCORPORATED

1996 CHRISTY 3DTK YARDER, 6 cyl.
Cummins, 2,000’ 3/4” swedge skyline,
approx. 2,000’ 5/8” mainline, haywire,
guy lines, NO carriage, 75mhz radio sys-
tem, approx. 6,500 original hours,
mounted on Freightliner w/Cummins,
heavy 2-speed rear ends, biscuit suspen-
sion, good clean unit, yarded logs until
October 15, 2015, owner is downsizing,
call for location.............................$75,000

1997 CAT 527, Esco swing grapple,
bunching grapple, 6-way dozer, tri-rails,
near-new V-Trac rails/sprockets,  15,075
hours on meter............................$152,000

2006 JD 748G III, dual-func hyd, grapple,
decking blade, AC, 30.5 tires......$77,500

2004 CAT 966G II, CAT QC w/smooth-
edge bucket, good 26.5x25 tires, cab, AC,
13,112 hours, good runner..........$77,500

2005 CAT 972G II, Medford log forks, new
26.5R25 tires, command steering, 16,604
hours, tight & dry, very good for age and
...hours..........................................$99,500

2010 JD 872GP, 6WD, 14’ board, rear
ripper, push block, NEW 17.5x25 radi-
als, cab, AC, heat, radio, 8,876 hours,
NEW paint, just arrived...........$135,000

1964 CAT 12E, 12’ board, shop-built
push block, cab, 14:00 x 24 tires,
clutch, electric start, 2 broken win-
dows, runs well for age.............$11,000

2007 CAT 328D LCR, 48” bucket, hy-
draulic thumb & QC, auxiliary  hy-
draulics, 10’6” stick, very good
condition, 6,148 hours.................$136,500

2002 PRECISION HUSKY 66-23, Husky
XL-175 loader, CAT 3412, 700/750 hp,
Tier I, joy sticks, twin-disc clutch, feed
table w/feed chain, cab, 12 new tires,
good brakes, fresh oil, new paint, recent
injectors, one owner, was working daily,
11,141 hours.................................$99,500

2005 ZEHR HG4000 GRINDER, early Dia-
mond Z, 2009 CAT C27, Tier II, 1,050 hp,
remote, stacking conveyor, 8 NEW tires,
good brakes, twin-disc clutch, hamermill
approx. 62” x 17”, approx. 85,000 lbs. w/o
tractor.............................................$129,500

MORBARK 20 CHIPPER, new CAT C13
with 3,684 hours, 385 hp, Tier III, new
tires, good brakes, lights, very good for
age.................................................$69,500

2007 BANDIT 3590 CHIPPER, 37” drum,
CAT C18@700 hp, feed chains, remote,
super singles, just off job, consigned,
call for locations.........................$109,000

MIGHTY MITE 4A BAND SAW, Wisconsin
gas engine, trailer mounted, all controls,
owner estimates it was used 6 times, like
new, consigned............................$21,500

2016 WITZCO CHALLENGER RG50, 50
ton, 3 axle, spring suspension, RGN
w/pony motor, 22’ deck, 8’6” wide,
22.5x70Rx225 tires, approx. 44’6” king
pin to rear axle, FET paid............$31,000

2012 VOLVO G990, Tier III, 265 hp, Volvo
11 speed transmission, 16’ board, push
block, rear ripper, joy stick controls
w/steering wheel, 20.5 radials, super
clean, prior demo rental unit, 967 hours,
snow wing available....................$150,000

NEW JD FS24, 24” cut,
360 degree rotation,
8,380 +/-lbs, fits JD 959J
+ others.............$50,000

P R O L E N C
SNUBBERS for
skidders, in
stock .....CALL

NEW!!!

2006 CAT 525C, dual-function boom,
grapple, winch, 2 NEW and 2 very good
30.5 tires, cab, AC, 8,745 hours, runs &
shifts well........................................$89,500

2006 LINK-BELT 240LX LOG LOADER,
Pierce boom & grapple, high & wide,
working until 12/2015, good unit, 16,000
hours...............................................$75,000

2006 LINK-BELT 240LX STROKE DELIM-
BER, Pierce Delimbinator upper, 16,000
hours, working until 12/2015, good for
age and hours...............................$62,500

2010 JD 648H, dual-function boom grap-
ple, 4 new 26-ply tires, good running ma-
chine, 7,903 hours........................$95.000

1993 CAT 518C, grapple, NO winch, good
23.1 tires, 18,000+ hours..............$35,000

1999 THUNDERBIRD 1236DL, Pierce HSD
3345 upper, good working order, just off
job, estimated 17,062 hours, consigned,
call for location..............................$52,500

1999 JD 330 HYDRAULIC LOG LOADER
Jewell guarding, high & wide, 21,540
frame hours, low hours on recon en-
gine, Rotec, finals, good older loader,
consigned, call for northwest California
location........................................$55,000

2005 JD 759G FELLER BUNCHER, saw
head, good undercarriage, JD engine, tilt
cab, just off jog, 12,280 hours (325 hours
since pictures were taken), consigned,
call for location.............................$90,000

NEW!

WASHINGTON 188 YARDER, Detroit
8V92T power, 4-axle carrier, standing
skyline.  This is a good, clean unit that
was working as of 06/10/16.  Consigned,
call for location...........................$250,000

EAGLET CARRIAGE w/controls avail-
able................................................$18,000

NEW HEEL RACK FOR CAT 330FM OR
568FM, unused, with some
pins................................................$7,500
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what it took to top a tree.

When he was a teenager he

would tag along with his

cousin Ron Westerback who

was a timber faller. 

Watching that process in

action made him want to go

out into the woods for a

career.

“it intrigued me,” he said

in the May 2008 edition of

loggers World. “And ulti-

mately that was the reason i

got into the woods.” 

the summer before his se-

nior year saw John landing a

job in the rigging crew for

Frank shoals logging. After

finishing high school, his

graduation present from his

parents was a stihl 090 chain

saw. he became a cutter for

Ron Jackson and bucked be-

hind veteran faller vern McK-

ay, then joined Walt dhooghe

cutting old growth. 

“i just love being out-

doors,” he said. “sure there

are days that aren’t fun but

you get to see wildlife all the

time, stuff that belongs on a

postcard and views you

wouldn’t otherwise get to

see.” 

the economy slowed in the

1980s, but Mt. st. helens pre-

sented work after it erupted

in May of 1980. the volcanic

ash chewed up bars and saws,

but homchick worked for don

vicarious and Roger halber-

son out of longview for six

months. 

After that, homchick cut

with his cousin Westerbrook,

ed Anderson and Zepp and

Carter along with weekend

stints cutting right of way for

Rayonier. Basically it was a

seven-days-a-week workload. 

in 1986, he rejoined Walt

Homchick

(continued from Page 7)

(continued on Page 12)

See “Homchick”
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(541) 963-4646
Fax:  (541) 963-3415
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We 
Also Have
Eaglets,
Super

Eaglets,
Eagle IV,
Eagle V,
Eagle VI 
& Claws

Available
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EAGLE CARRIAGE & MACHINE
Call Today 
for a Demo!

EAGLE RAPTOR����

NEW! 
ELECTRONIC

CONTROLS!

10

#2

Call today for more information!  
866-514-3356 Toll-Free!

�	���
��	����?�

���"97,,9�"%���(892,�!5*1��%(8/04.954����		
%(>4,��:4+(>���$#������$���/��

�(754��:4+(>
�(02��5<7,>����"!����"!���!�"
�533,7*0(2��48:7(4*,��(4(.,7

��-:22�8,7;0*,��#7:,��:290204,��.,4*>��,+0*(9,+�95�9/,��5..04.�(4+�7,2(9,+��4+:8970,8
�0*,48,+�04�%����!�����������
����������#

�533,7*0(2��48:7(4*,�� ,7854(2��48:7(4*,���0-,���08()0209>��4*53,���
(4+��4+0;0+:(2�(4+��75:6��,+0*(2� 2(48

INSURE YOUR IRON!
������������
�����������������

�(4>�5-�>5:�145<�:8�(8�9/,�(.,4*>�95�8,,�-57��08()0209>��4*53,�
�,+0*(2�(4+��0-,��48:7(4*,����):9�<,�(7,�(�-:22�8,7;0*,�(.,4*>�<09/
6(*1(.,8�+,+0*(9,+�95�9/,�25..04.�04+:897>�(4+�7,2(9,+�):804,88,8�

%,�/(;,�,=*,22,49�3(71,98�-57�
?��533,7*0(2��,4,7(2��0()0209>
?��5..,7@8��75(+��573
?��533,7*0(2��:95
?��(7.5
?��533,7*0(2� 756,79>
?��42(4+��(704,��&5:7��754�
?��54+8

PLENTY 
OF LINE
On one of 
Homchick’s jobs
in the past, the
bluffs and vertical
drops were so
much that the 
operation 
employed both the
Washington 99
swing yarder and
the Washington
127 tower to get
the job done.
Homchick said his
crew could break
out line for 3,000
feet to a mile out. 



 

On approved credit. Offer expires December 31, 2016. All equipment subject to price change and/or prior sale. All units FOB current N C Washington branch location. Contact your N C Sales Representative for details.

YOUR FORESTRY EQUIPMENT PARTNER

2012 John Deere 2954D
S/N 290079
13,790 Hrs., Jewell JM4058LGBR, 
ready to work

$215,900

Skidders for Rent

Weekly and monthly rentals 
available for qualified customers

2010 John Deere 870GL
S/N 1DW870GXHA0629437
3,574 Hrs., ready to work

$142,500

2013 Doosan DX300LL
S/N 5110
6,096 Hrs., Keto 870 processor, 
ready to work        
    

$189,500
For More Information Call:

Gib Gilbert | 253.606.2029 | rgilbert@ncmachinery.com 
or

Mike Livers | 425.508.1665 | mlivers@ncmachinery.com
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PROCESSING AND CLEARING THE CHUTE
In 2008, here is Homchick Timber’s Ron Allen operating a Timberk-
ing 732 carrier with a Waratah HTH622B processor. Homchick con-
verted the carrier which was intended to be a fellerbuncher to run
the Waratah processor since it had a lot more hydraulic pressure.
This photo originally ran of Homchick’s operation in a 2008 issue of
Loggers World. This photo is by Mike Crouse.
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800-439-9073 208-267-6215

SMT Flexi
8mm - 5/16" & 9.5mm - 3/8"

Tailored for a perfect fi t 
without the use of tools. 
SMT Flexi uses steel 
produced with boron, nickel, 
chrome and manganeze, 
then fully hardened for 
maximum durability. Choose 
8mm-5/16” or 9.5mm-3/8” 
to suit your requirements. 
Hardened 10mm hooks and 
8mm side chain are standar 
on both sizes. Tightening rail 
is avaliable as an option.

8mm - 5/16" & 9.5mm - 3/8"

Tailored for a perfect fi t 
without the use of tools. 
SMT Flexi uses steel 
produced with boron, nickel, 
chrome and manganeze, 
then fully hardened for 
maximum durability. Choose 
8mm-5/16” or 9.5mm-3/8” 
to suit your requirements. 
Hardened 10mm hooks and 
8mm side chain are standar 
on both sizes. Tightening rail 
is avaliable as an option.

Heavy Duty. Grip for all conditions. 
“H” sections are easilly removed for 
adjustment and replacement in the fi eld. 
Consider SMT for superior fi t and ride.

Heavy Duty
9.5mm - 3/8", 11mm - 7/16", 13mm - 1/2"

A versatile traction chain for snow clearing, forestry 
and construction. Excellent grip, smooth ride and 
virtually trouble free performance.

SMT & SMT Combo

9,5mm-3/8” , 11mm-7/16” SMT
13mm-1/2”, 16mm-5/8”, 

19mm-3/4” SMT and SMT Combo.

SMT pattern holds the chain on 
top of the tire lugs, keeping the 
studs in constant contact with the 
terrain SMT Combo fi ts more that 
one tire size. Chain tightener is 
recommended for heavy chains.
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dhooghe and that’s who he

would cut for the next six

years. he still did side jobs

to accumulate money to

eventually strike out on

his own. 

“Fallers could see the

fellerbunchers come in and

while we realized we

couldn't keep up, the de-

limbers in those days

couldn’t handle the bigger

wood and you’d always

have the steep ground or

trouble spots in a piece,”

John said. “so cutters still

had their niche.” 

JOHN AT THE CONTROLS
In 2008, John Homchick is doing what
a lot of logging operation owners do -
anything that is needed on the land-
ing. Here is John loading up a truck
owned by Bill Sweatman and driven
by John Anderson. This photo is by
Mike Crouse.

LOGGERSWORLD.COM
LOG ON TO SEE BACK 
ISSUES, ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION AND BUY 
A SUBSCRIPTION!

Homchick

(continued from Page 9)

(continued on Page 13)

See “Homchick”



BREAKING OUT

At age 35 in 1991, John

and his wife Melanie (married

for 38 years in February!)

formed homchick timber and

got his first shovel in 1992. 

“We had been cutting old

growth but around forest ser-

vice jobs there were a lot of 5-

10 acre patches that loggers

wouldn’t do because they were

just interested in the big

jobs,” homchick said. 

so John gobbled up those

pieces as friend Jim stewart

lined them up for him to log.

he joined forces with gene

Parks to form J&g Forestry

and they began acquiring

some equipment. they also

got a delimber and despite

having a small crew was able

to get eight loads a day out.

that improved to 14 loads a

day and dave Williams began

running processor for them.

through 93-95, they pur-

chased two shovels, a Cat 325

in 94 and a second 325 in 95.

With it being a profitable ven-

ture, homchick told loggers

World he learned a lot busi-

ness-wise from gene and the

two went their different direc-

tions in the logging industry -

homchick focusing on small

private job

GROWING

John came to work for

olympic Resource Manage-

ment in 1996 after Campbell

group contract supervisor and

friend iver Matisens hired

him to do shovel work.

this is when he bought

his first new shovel, which

was a CAt 330. 

the work for olympic

required tower logging

and since homchick had

some rigging experience,

he dove in, buying a

Washington 88. 

“that was a heck of a

little machine,” John said.

he had to expand the

company by getting a rig-

ging crew, but he contin-

ued ahead and added a

Cat crawler along the

way. the turn of the cen-

tury saw things slow, the

Campbell group sell out

and homchick shift his

operations to work for

Rayonier. the work

changed from thinning to

clear cuts and it got very

competitive in the timber

industry. 

“it was so competitive,

you’d go to check out a job

and there was a trail worn

up there of people going in

to check it too,” homchick

said. 

he also got into log

trucks around this time,

and had three until about

2002.

THE BIG TOWER

homechick upgraded to

a Washington 127 tower

from Pacific Manufactur-

ing, after taking his crew
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Authorized Dealer
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CALL US FOR ALL YOUR DOOSAN NEEDS
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Ask about our Finance and Lease
Specials!
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Homchick

(continued from Page 12)

(continued on Page 17)

See “Homchick”
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Toll Free 1-800-488-3127
www.LoggingSupply.com

Full Service Shop
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COWLITZ RIVER
RIGGING

Ask about our Cab Guards

www.triadmachinery.com
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Excavators

 

Harvesters

Skidder

Wheel Loader

 

Trucks

Cranes
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JOHN HOMCHICK
John Homchick knew before he graduated high school he
wanted to be a logger and after five decades in the timber
industry, you could say he’s done that!

SHOVEL IN ACTION
Here is one of Homchick’s new CAT 330’s in action during
Homchick Timber’s operation. In 2009 the company grew to
its biggest with 19 employees and two sides - a shovel and
tower side. Now John works for RCD Timber, owned by Bri-
an and Joey Dhooghe ... who worked for John at Homchick
Timber and John had worked for Dhooghe’s father Walt in
the 1970’s. It’s a small world in the timber industry.



Contact: Kevin Zender (360) 319-7973
Rod Hansen (360) 520-6849
Bob Howell (541) 913-9559
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THE BIG TOWER
Homchick’s got this Washington 127 tower in 2002
to handle bigger jobs than what his Washington 99
swing yarder could handle. It certainly got plenty
of work under Homchick’s operation. 
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THE DHOOGHES OF RCD TIMBER
(LEFT) Featured in the 2014 issue of Loggers
World, Joey and Brian Dhooghe were born
and raised in Hoquiam, Wash. Now John
Homchick runs shovel for them as they oper-
ate on the Quinault Indian Reservation.

WALT DHOOGHE
(ABOVE) Walt Dhooghe, father of Joey and Brian, stands for
this 2008 photo by Mike Crouse while he does some cutting
around Homchick Timber’s operation.



to the 2002 oregon logging

Conference. 

“We’d had a lot of beer to

drink and in our feeble state, i

agreed to buy it from them

without consulting my wife

Melanie,” John said. “When i

got home i told her i’d bought

the yarder.” 

the 2008 edition of loggers

World said that homchick’s

wife is a very understanding

lady. 

he worked for Rayonier

until 2009 with the tower,

they’d be working in some

tight spots, laying out a lot of

cable and generally doing

work that made them very

proud. homchick timber got

to be its biggest with 16 em-

ployees in 2008 and two sides:

a shovel and tower side. 

“We had a lot of line we

could lay out a road in ad-

vance of the tower,” homchick

said. “We’d be out 3,000 feet to

a mile on some jobs.” 

they used a Boman Mark

vi Magnum skycar in 2004,

added a new Cat 330 shovel

logger in 2006 and two proces-

sors in 2007. 

2009 brought the big

crunch for the timber industry

and homchick didn’t turn a

wheel for a year. in 2011 he

picked up a contract for the

Fruit growers Association and

they tower logged for the land-

owning company. that provid-

ed about two years worth of

work for the company.

“they had a long range plan

but in 2013 big fires in Cali-

fornia burned up a lot of tim-

ber and they put their efforts

down there for recovery,”

homchick said. 

RCD TIMBER

now homchick runs shovel

for Brian and Joey dhooghe of

RCd timber. Brian worked for

John when logging for the

Fruit grower Association and

John had worked for Brian’s

father, Walt. they’re now log-

ging on the Quinault indian

Reservation, so the workplace

hasn’t changed much as it’s in

the woods of Western Wash-

ington.

"Brian and Joey have been

building their company and

doing a really good job," hom-

chick said. "they’re a good

company to work for." 

homchick also wanted to

thank Bank of Pacific, harbor

saw and supply and sweat-

man trucking for their sup-

port through the years. 

From a timber cutter tack-

ling old growth in the 1970s to

being an operator in today’s

market, homchick has seen

plenty of change. he says he’s

glad to see operators and own-

er operators getting treated

better and being valued high-

er by companies for their

skills. using old state rates in

a changing economy had hurt

the individual operator for

years, he said. 

he remembered in the

2000s when truckers were

having walkouts for not prop-

erly getting compensated for

fuel prices. Fluctuating fuel

prices caused an industry that

ran on people understanding

operating expenses to go into

flux. 

“For example in one month

my little operation would see

the fuel bill change from

$32,000 to $56,000,” he said. 
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Montana Track Claws, Inc.
�	����(&��$,#��#����(!!6��������	
�

888-293-2529
fax:  406-293-2267

MONTANA 
TRACK CLAWS,

Incorporated

Hundreds of 
Satisfied

Customers
Coast to Coast
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Christian Loggers Breakfast

Homchick

(continued from Page 13)

(continued on Page 20)

See “Homchick”

LINK BELT
This 94’ Link Belt
with Waratah dan-
gle head processor
worked on Hom-
chick Timber ’s
shovel side. 
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“You can have your morning coffee and then things are flying at you at 100 m.p.h.
or you can have a day where things run very smooth.” 

JOHN HOMCHICK



����
�	����
������

DUKES
PARTS & EQUIPMENT

509-952-9223
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Now Stocking New &
Used Forestry Tires,
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NEW Unused 
Sorting Grapples,

$3,750

CAT 
3304 PC -

Strong 
Runner

P.O.R.

Clark 667 Skidder, ��������������
������������ $17,500

Cat 315CL   Parting Out Cat 315 BL   Parting Out

2007 Deere 644H $47,000

L
O

g
g

E
R

s
W

O
R

L
d

J
a

N
U

a
R

y
2

0
1

7

19

19

MARK III WHISTLE CONTROL
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CARRIAGE CONTROLS
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Rugged, Durable,
Industrial Radio

Equipment since 1946!
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Telephone 360-856-0836
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HOMCHICK’S TOWER CREW
(ABOVE) Loggers World Editor Mike Crouse
caught this 2008 photo of Homchick Timber’s
tower crew out on the landing. 

FOUR GENERATIONS OF HOMCHICKS
(From Left to Right) Son Chris Homchick, grandpa Jake Hom-
chick, John Homchick and John Sr. Homchick posed for this
photo out on the jobsite in Central Park, Washington near Ab-
erdeen. John was doing work on the last existing drive-in the-
atre in Grays Harbor Washington. 
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Fuel prices have stabi-

lized however, and equip-

ment like the doosan 300

shovel from Cascade

trader he’s running are

more fuel efficient for log-

gers compared to the ma-

chinery of the past. the

changing philosophy of

keeping newer machinery

is also something of a

change of homchick but

the idea makes sense as it

can cut down on mainte-

nance. 

“Before, it was you

bought something, rebuilt

it and kept running it,” he

said. “now when the war-

ranty is up you go and up-

grade to a newer ma-

chine.” 

A lot more loggers are

getting off the ground and

into the cab. homchick

said he still falls trees and

hazard trees when need-

ed, but sees how the no

boots on the ground phi-

losophy is also affecting

logging. 

“With shovel logging

there are some parts

where you’d want to use a

tower to get to things but

now they’re doing tether-

ing with a shovel,” he

said. “it’s all to make sure

there isn’t a crew out

there on the ground.” 

the thing about logging

though is still the chal-

lenge and working as a

crew to overcome that.

“that’s part of it,” he

said. “you can have your

morning coffee and then

things are flying at you at

100 m.p.h. or you can

have a day where things

run very smooth.” 

that’s logging for John,

and he’s still doing it.

Chances are if there is a

challenge, he knows a

thing or two to tackle it. 

TIMBER CUTTERS 
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#1

Homchick

(continued from Page 17)

CHECK US OUT ONLINE!

loggersworld.com
SUBSCRIBE AND LOOK AT OLDER ISSUES!!
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SCHMUNK'S TIRE CENTER
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SKIDDER AND LOADER CHAINS
RRIINNGG SSTTYYLLEE • 2233..11 xx 2266 ((99//1166"")) 

((11669955..9955)) PR.

CAM LOCK TRUCK CHAINS

SINGLES (49.95) • DUALS (99.95)
"Huge Inventory"
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DONALDSON & LANDRY, INC.
MACHINE SHOP

503-286-5855
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BLASTFROM THEPAST
BY 
QUINN J.
MURK 
FOR 
LOGGERS
WORLD

OLD ARCH ^

Well, how would you like to unload your truck at
the mill using this method? The driver being re-
sponsible for unloading or assisting in the job was
normal at that time. Using a peavey, he simply rolls
the logs off the truck.  While doing this he also had
to keep them in somewhat of an order on the
ground.  This was not a job for a slow moving man.

UNLOADING SHORT LOGS
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This old, early day hydraulic hi-wheeled arch completely hides the
cat that pulled it, but the picture clearly shows what it is supposed to

do:  pick up the log so that it can be pulled with a small tractor, of
about 30 horsepower.  How would you like to be the rigging man

man-handling the chain?  To make the job easier, you would have a
chain hook, a slightly curved D-ringed bar with a grab hook on the

other end about 3 feet long.  After digging a hole under the log, plac-
ing the end of the chain in it, you would take your bar, hook the

chain, and pull it under the log.  A fun and labor-intensive job, as
handling chain in the brush is hard work.

Evidently, Mr. Hartson knew that he was going to get his picture tak-
en.  His clothes look awfully clean.  In contrast, the clothes of most
donkey punchers of the day were heavy with grease and oil, as the

machines required lots of lubrication.  This Dabob, Washington engi-
neer was obviously very proud of his job and the machine he ran, as

this picture was probably sent to distant family members.

DONKEY PUNCHER >

OLD ARCH ^

BLAST FROM THE PAST BY QUINN J. MURK FOR LOGGERS WORLD

CONTACT QUINN:  VIA EMAIL  ktmurk@centurylink.net • Or by Mail at:  P.O. Box 319, Siletz, OR 97380
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on energy, the obama ad-
ministration ends the way it
began, with lawless placat-
ing of environmental extrem-
ists by warring against ener-
gy from federal lands.  oba-
ma’s officials’ first efforts in
2009 in northwestern Penn-
sylvania failed; nonetheless,
in their waning days, their
mischief spreads to Colorado
and Montana.  Whether they
get away with it depends,
not just on the incoming
trump administration, but
on a federal district court in
Washington, d.C. 

days ago, President oba-
ma’s secretary of the interi-
or sally Jewell skittered ex-
citedly across America doing
what made his administra-
tion infamous:  unilaterally
plundering the rule of law.
in denver she voided twen-
ty-five contracts—all issued
by the federal government to
permit private lessees to
search for, discover, and de-
velop oil and gas from Col-
orado’s economically de-
pressed western slope—that
had incurred the wrath of
“leave it [American energy]
in the ground” radical
groups.  the region is not a
pristine wilderness, but the

site of decades of drilling; it
sits astride the geologically
significant, energy-rich
“overthrust Belt.”  Alongside
the cancelled leases are
twenty-four producing leases
secretary Jewell affirmed
and thirteen she subjected to
confiscatory rules; all are
atop trillion of cubic feet of
natural gas.  “imprudent,”
“illogical,” and “arbitrary
and capricious” spring to
mind to describe secretary
Jewell’s decree, but most on
point is “lawless.”

the fate that awaits the
lessees, the energy they plan
to produce, and the men and
women of the region who
yearn for high paying oil
patch jobs is uncertain.
their future may turn large-
ly on what happens to an el-
derly louisiana man who,
like them, fell victim to one
of secretary Jewell’s edicts.
sidney longwell won an en-
ergy lease on federal land in
Montana in 1982, and after
ten years, four national en-
vironmental Policy Act
(nePA) studies, and four
national historic Preserva-
tion Act (nhPA) reviews, ob-
tained the right to drill on
the lease (an application for

permit to drill—APd).  un-
fortunately, the Clinton ad-
ministration suspended the
lease and there it sat until
2013 when he sued demand-
ing that federal officials al-
low him to exercise his prop-
erty rights, pursuant to his
government-issued contract.
on hearing of his forlorn
plight, a federal judge called
it “Kafkaesque” and ordered
a prompt decision.  At long
last, on March 17, 2016, the
obama administration ruled
but instead of allowing him
to do what he contracted for
and was permitted to do, it
cancelled his lease and void-
ed his APd.         

At the end of this year, af-
ter months of legal filings
and briefings, including nu-
merous exhibits and lengthy
appendices, the matter will
be ready for a ruling by the
judge following as yet un-
scheduled arguments in
Washington, d.C.  to call
secretary Jewell’s deci-
sion—like so many other ac-
tions by President oba-
ma—unprecedented is an
understatement.  At no time
in the history of the Mineral
leasing Act of
1920—through which
Congress authorized secre-
taries to issue and oversee
oil and gas leases, including
the one held by Mr. long-
well, and which has been
amended and updated over

the decades—has an energy
lease been cancelled, unilat-
erally, let alone one issued
more than three decades ear-
lier and subjected to a
decade of intense, thorough,
and painstaking review.
stunningly, however, secre-
tary Jewell concedes that her
cancellation of the 33-year-
old lease is not based upon
any express delegation of au-
thority from Congress.  in-
stead, she argues she has an
amorphous “inherent author-
ity” under the Constitution’s
Property Clause.  the argu-
ment takes one’s breath
away.

the Property Clause
reads: “the Congress shall
have Power to dispose of and
make all needful Rules and
Regulations respecting the
territory or other Property
belonging to the united
states….”  it may be ar-
guable, chiefly by western-
ers, whether that power is
“without limitation,” howev-
er, one thing is clear:  the
power over all federal lands
belongs solely to Congress.
the Property Clause grants
no authority, express or im-
plied, to the secretary.

Restoration of the rule of
law, preferably by a court of
law, cannot come soon
enough.

mr. Pendley, a Wyoming
 attor ney, is President and
Chief legal  officer of moun-
tain States legal Foundation
and a regular   colum nist in
 loggers World.

Summary Judgment....

by William Perry Pendley

Unbounded Lawlessness: Obama’s
War on Energy from Federal Lands

• Dozers

• Loaders

• Excavators

1-503-545-0007

��



L
O

g
g

E
R

s
W

O
R

L
d

J
a

N
U

a
R

y
2

0
1

7
24

Against all odds, donald trump
was elected as our new president.
Republicans also kept control of
both houses of Congress.  since
november 8, many stories have
been written about rural America's
influence on the election.  But what
does it all really mean for the
American loggers Council, its
members and professional timber
harvesting?

there's no doubt the new year
will bring opportunities to reform
federal forest management, restore
the health of our federally-owned
forests, and create more family-
wage jobs where they're desperate-
ly needed.  For AlC, there will be
new opportunities to advance key
priorities such as ensuring uniform
truck weight limits and passing
youth in Careers in logging legis-
lation.  it will also be easier for
AlC and its partners to stop anti-
forestry measures before they can
hurt the industry.

But make no mistake, getting
things done in Washington dC
won't be easy.  our work isn't done.
it's only just beginning.

When it comes to federal land
management, trump now has the
chance to appoint officials who can
change the culture of federal agen-
cies, emphasizing a shift back to
multiple-use management of our
lands and natural resources.  But
the truth is the new trump Admin-
istration will be saddled with the
same counterproductive and com-
plex web of federal laws, rules and
regulations that have resulted in
the neglect of our forests and the
loss of thousands of jobs across the
industry.  it's already clear anti-
forestry groups will double-down
on lawsuits that bring projects to a
halt and put forest health in the
hands of judges instead of
foresters. 

Relieving our federal agencies of
obstructive litigation, "analysis
paralysis," and chronic budget
shortfalls requires congressional
action.  given the enormous power
and influence anti-forestry groups
continue to enjoy in Washington
dC, it's likely any real change will
require bi-partisan support in the
u.s. senate, where Republicans
lost seats.  Any legislative measure
will likely require 60 votes in the
senate before President trump is
able to sign it into law.  Many poli-
cymakers, even those in the new
administration, will need to be ed-
ucated on responsible logging prac-
tices and the benefits loggers pro-
vide to the American public. 

the new administration and
Congress offer new opportunities,
but many of the old challenges fac-
ing the industry will remain.  AlC

members, led by executive vice
President danny dructor, are
working proactively with key lead-
ers to hit the ground running.  But
AlC still needs your help, even
with a federal government that
will be friendlier to timber harvest-
ing.  now more than ever, it's im-

portant for all loggers to stay in-
formed and stay engaged to make
the most of the opportunities that
American voters have given us.

stay tuned to for updates in fu-
ture issues in our newsletter.  And
don't forget to "like" us on Face-
book!

nick Smith is Communications
Specialist for american loggers
Council and founder of Healthy
Forests, Healthy Communities, a

non-profit, non-partisan organiza-
tion that advocates for active forest

management on federal forest
lands.

the american loggers Council is a
501 (c)(6) not for profit trade orga-
nization representing professional

timber harvesters in 32 states
across the United States.  If you

would like to learn more about the
alC, please visit their web site at
www.amloggers.com, or contact

their office at 409-625-0206.

As We See It.... 

Election Results Bring 
New Opportunities, 

But Old Challenges Remain  
By Nick smith

2017 OREGON LOGGING CONFERENCE REGISTRATION  
FEBRUARY 23, 24, & 25, 2017  LANE EVENTS CENTER  EUGENE  OREGON 

COMPANY 

ADDRESS                                                                                       

CITY                                                                                             STATE        ZIP    COUNTRY     

TEL     FAX                             CELL 

PLEASE INCLUDE EMAIL                                                                                                           

 I WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER - PLEASE INDICATE EMAIL ADDRESS ABOVE. 
Please List Names Of Individuals Attending Conference:  (attach sheet for additional names)           

 

 

Please indicate the industry that best describes your company: Logging ( )   Trucking ( )   Forest Prod. Mfg. ( )  Equipment Dealer ( )   Education ( )  Press ( ) 

Equipment Mfg. ( )  Forest Prod. Sales  ( )  Association ( )  Finance  ( )  Road Contractor ( )  Government ( ) Forester ( )  Other ________________________________ 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE INFORMATION BELOW   *Full Price Qty Total 
Registration  - Fee includes Thurs. & Fri. breakfast tickets       $95x  = $ 

Spouse Registration  - Fee includes Thurs. & Fri. breakfast tickets       $50x  = $ 
(Spouse must pay registration to qualify for Professional Logger Credits)    

Voluntary Contribution to Forestry Education Scholarship Program 
(Donations to the OLC will go directly to the OLC Foundation or you may donate 
directly to the OLC Foundation a 501(c)(3) tax deductible). 

  = $ 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2017 EVENT TICKETS 
OWIT Auction and Dinner, Eugene Hilton, Playwrights Hall. 
Call Diann Washburn 503-831-1593 

   

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2017 TICKET EVENTS      

14th DESSERTS FOR DREAMS ~ EUGENE HILTON       $30x  = $ 

Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit SafeHaven Humane Society.  
Ticket includes Light Lunch of Assorted Salads, Decadent Desserts 
and Champagne. 12:30p.m.-3:00p.m. Main Level of the Eugene Hilton 

   

 

FRIDAY, EVENING CELEBRATION PARTY TICKETS        $50x   = $ 

Join the Party as we celebrate the 79th OLC on Friday, February 
24th at the Cocktail Party and Buffet Dinner. Hosted Beer & Wine 
tasting, hearty Buffet Dinner and Dancing to Bump In The Road.  
7pm until 11pm in the Playwrights Hall at the Eugene Hilton 

   

 

ADDITIONAL BREAKFAST TICKETS  WHEELER PAVILION      

Thursday February 23, 2017 Breakfast Ticket  7:30am - 8:30am       $25x  = $ 
 

Friday, February 24, 2017 Breakfast Ticket  7:00am - 8:00am       $25x  = $ 

                                            
 
 

TOTAL DUE  

                                                NO REFUND AFTER DECEMBER 31, 2016    US FUNDS  
 

I authorize the Oregon Logging Conference to charge the total amount due to my credit card. 

Credit Card Number                                                              V-code          Exp Date             Visa    MasterCard         

Complete Mailing address and Name of Card Holder 

City                                               St/Prov               Postal Code                  Signature                                                      
 

Mail to:     

Email:  info@oregonloggingconference.com    Website: www.oregonloggingconference.com                                                           
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3/4 PITCH & .404 HARVESTER BARS
Global Leader in Manufacturing

Premium Grade Steel
Replaceable External Tip
Custom / Prototype Bars

130+ Models of 3/4 Pitch Bars
25+ Models of .404 Bars

Unique Design:
 - Raised Tooth
 - Tapered Cleanouts

3/4 PITCH & .404 SPROCKETS

 - Improved Cleaning & Cooling
 - Less Chain Stress & Stretch
 - Longer Wear Life

INCREASED RUN TIME
LONG TERM DURABILITY

CONSISTENT PRODUCTIVITY

Harvester Bars  -  Replacement Tips  -  Rim Sprockets
Chain  -  Chain Loops  -  Measuring Wheels  - Bar Repair

GEM .404 & 3/4 Pitch Products:

   800-455-8471  sales@gemchainbar.com
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BLAST FROM THE PASTBY QUINN J. MURK FOR LOGGERS WORLD

How’s this for a log loader?
This drum set on a small

sled, sporting an “A” frame,
is loading logs with an end
hook system.  Also a sharp

eye will note that the top
drum is virtually empty of

line.  It just didn’t need any,
and that’s the drum being

used on this single line sys-
tem.  Also note the spreader
board in the front of the boil-

er, holding the guy lines
apart.  Makes our hydraulic

shovels of today handy items
to have around.

LOADING

LOGS
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New 9" pitch drive sprockets ..........$3,800 / pair
New 8" pitch drive sprockets ..........$3,600 / pair
Pair used 9" pitch tracks and pads

for Terex or Cat, 1.5 inch grousers.....$2,900
Bottom Terex rollers.................$400 - $700 new 

Front blade hyd. cylinders........................$2,000
Track tightener cyl ...........................$400 - $800
New rebuilt Detroit inline 6-71 engine ...$11,000       
Good running Terex dozers

with blade and drum.........$16,500 - $19,500
503-831-2244
503-623-2089

TRIPLE T EQUIPMENT
Rickreall, OR  97371

Numerous parts available
clp_inc@msn.com

TEREX DOZER PARTS
����������!
����������!

�	����

���
��

������

CHECK 

US 

OUT 

ONLINE

AT:

LOGGERSWORLD.COM
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2016 Link-Belt 4040
W/Waratah 623C


��		��:?<=
P.O.R.

2014
John
Deere
2154
Road

Builder
��
��<=��
�?/61>��
$-61

P.O.R.

2005 John Deere 3554
���		��<=����?=>�7591�.:<10�19�
>5<1�.::8��):?70�8-61�-�3<1->
.-=1�2:<�-�>1>41<593�8-/4591�

$120,000

(2) 2014 Link-Belt 290X2
���		��:?<=�

P.O.R.

1990 Link-Belt 4300C2 
��"?778-=>1<������
�)59/41=�
�		��<=�:9�91@�193591��
��			
!<53���<=���A/17719>�%4-;1

P.O.R.

2000 Cat 527
��$:771<

$175,000

2013 Tigercat 610C
��			��<=�
P.O.R.

2013 Tigercat LX830C
W/Waratah 623C

���		��<=�
P.O.R.

2014 Tigercat LX830C
��
		��:?<=

P.O.R.

(2) 
Thunder-

Bird 
6140’s

�:>4�$1-0B
&:��:

Call for
More Info.

1995
Thunder-

bird
TSY255

Call for
More Info.

MIKE (541) 954-7643 • ERIC (541) 206-2252 • DAN (541) 914-9222

�����7:?0.?<=>�)-B���?3191��!<13:9���
	�

������	������� ���
�������	����
��

2013 Deere 2954D 
@�)-<->-4���������		�4:?<=

P.O.R.

1994 Cat D5H 
�%�!�%@593��::8����$:771<�

$100,000
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