
PrSrt Std
u.S. PoStage

PAID
PerMit no. 178

SaleM, or

loggerSworldllc

P. o. Box1631

chehaliS, wa 98532-8425

JuNe 2017VoluMe 52 NuMBeR 6 To Advertise Call: (800) 462-8283

NORTHWEST
TIMBER CUTTING

Deming, WA

Buckley log Show
Buckley log Show groundS

Buckley, waShington

June 10-11June 10-11

DEMING LOG SHOWDEMING LOG SHOW

June 24-25



loggeRS woRld
Published by loggeRS woRld llc

Founded in 1964 by Finley Hays

Phone (360) 262-3376

in ThiS iSSUe
2. RIGGING SHACK

“Classic” From June 1992 by Finley Hays

PuBliSherS......................................kevin & Nancy core

editorS eMeriti..................Finley hays, Mike crouse

editor/writer......................................Brandon hansen

adVertiSing....................................................kevin core

oFFice Manager...........................................Nancy core

loggeRS woRld llc,
P. o. Box 1631, chehalis, wA 98532-8425

e-Mail: logworld@aol.com
SuBScRIPTIoN RATe (In u.S.A.): 

$25.00 per year; Two years for $50.00 
loggerS world llc cannot and does not assume responsibility for
the contents of any adver tising in loggers world. the representations
made by advertising is the responsibility of the adver tiser and not log-
gers world. loggers world does not knowingly accept advertising that
is false or misleading. the limit of loggers world liability in case of a
mistake made in advertising copy by loggers world will be the charge
of the actual space containing the error or less for that particular adver-
tisement

PoSTMASTeR: Send address changes to: 

Member and Supporter of the
American Loggers Council Since 1994

6. ALWAYS ADJUSTING
NW TIMBER CUTTING - DEMING, WASHINGTON. by Brandon Hansen

23. SUMMARY JUDGEMENT
FEDS: TOO MUCH POWER, TOO LITTLE ADULT SUPERVISION...

by William Perry Pendley

28. SHOW AND SELL

22. AS WE SEE IT

19. BLAST FROM THE PAST

31. INDEX/COMING EVENTS

FUTURE LOGGING CAREERS ACT TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION

26. IRONMART

l
o

g
g

e
R

S
w

o
R

l
d

J
u

N
e

2
0

1
7

2

Deming Logging Show:
the 30th annual deming log-

ging Show will be held on Satur-
day and Sunday June 13 and 14 of
1992. this celebration will be the
30th one held.

the deming logging Show was
first shown in 1963 in a cow pas-
ture donated for our purpose by
Frank Mullen. in about half a
dozen years of being held at
Frank’s place, the deming logging
Show people bought their own
land and developed one of the
finest logging show arenas to be
found anywhere. in addition they
have a big park, several baseball
diamonds for the local young peo-
ple, space to park many trailers
and rV’s and a lot of other things,
including displays of old logging
machinery and a building with a
logging museum within it.

on the day before the show ma-
chinery starts moving in. it comes
by the truck and trailer load all
that day and in the evening here
come the loaded log trucks. the
loads to be judged for prizes and
awards. as many as 50 of these
loads of logs will be at the deming
logging Show. there will be about
half a dozen loads of logs on self-
loading log trucks that are loaded
with “wood logs”. these wood logs
will be auctioned off, all money to

the deming logging Show.  the
wood logs will be delivered and
unloaded and that is why the
loads are on self-loading (and self-
unloading) log trucks. there are
lunch rooms, displays, and the
items of attraction by the dozens.

this is one reason that people
start arriving as early as 7:00 in
the morning on the first day,
which will be Saturday, June 13.
they come for breakfast and a bet-
ter breakfast for the price can’t be
found anywhere.

it is one of the gala affairs of
the year and i’m looking forward
to seeing you there. you can be
there you know--people come from
many states and from many miles.
Most of the people coming to the
deming logging Show are re-
peaters---and that is evidence it is
worth the time and money to at-
tend. For your low, low admission
price you get to see one of the
finest logging shows going, visit all
the other things for your fun and
appreciation and know your mon-
ey is going to help a “busted up
logger” and his family.

last week while watching the
televised looting and burning and
the powerful energy of a strong
hate, i was thinking of the way
these people in the big cities are
trying to solve their problems and
the way the loggers in the deming
area are solving one of their prob-
lems.

you see in 1963 a
neighboring logger got
hit by the top of a snag
and was paralyzed from
the waist down. Some
loggers got to talking
about it and of these log-
gers, howard hammer,
gordon Scott, archie
Pullar and Fred gorum
had been contestants in
various logging shows.
thus they, and i,
thought it would be a good idea to
hold a logging show and give the
money to this logger who had been
hurt. gordon Scott came up with
the phrase “Busted up logger”.
that’s what we wanted to help, a
“busted up logger”. Before the
show got going, another logger got
seriously busted up, so now we
had two people to help.

that was the start of the dem-
ing logging Show and it was an
idea whose time had come. From
there it grew and it grew. More
important than the growth, more
important than the show and more
important than the fame was that
thousands of dollars were donated
to “busted up loggers”. that is the
bottom line---that is the function,
the reason and the purpose of the
deming logging Show.

one of the first people to help in
this enterprise was Jack Zwick,
who had a son, arnold Zwick. Jack
has left us now and in 1991 and in
1992 arnold Zwick is the dlS
president. his dad was also a two-
term president.

the work goes on, 30 wonderful
years of work. it doesn’t matter
who started dlS. what matters
are those men and women who
kept it going. kept improving and
built it from its humble beginning
to the tremendous affair it now is.
it took hands and brains---which
they have in abundance. it took
outside help which they have re-
ceived. it took the wives of the

deming logging Show
men to do many of the
jobs and to master many
tasks.

it took the combined
efforts of a whole com-
munity of hard-working,
straight-thinking peo-
ple. humble people who
have a right to be proud
of their achievements.

the contestants: the
contestants are local loggers. they
practice, learn and teach, make an
investment in tools and then come
out to the grounds and enter the
contests. after two days of contest-
ing and working, they get nothing
for their work. oh yes, the win-
ners get a trophy, but no one gets
any cash. it’s all donation. all
done to help Busted up loggers.

these same contestants are to
be found in work parties doing
many jobs for the dlS. there is no
pay for this.

at 7 a.m. on a Saturday morn-
ing a crew showed up to pour and
finish some concrete. President
arnie Zwick had a “work party”.
at that time of day about eight or
10 people showed up and got the
job done. there was the Prez him-
self, Frank cain, Jr., who was
overseeing the pouring, and keith
teSelle, troy Baisden with his
small son trent, randy Zwick and
Jim Vander yacht. these fellows
probably had to get up before 6
a.m. in order to get to the dlS
grounds “for the pour.” Just a nor-
mal thing at dlS.

going Back: it is said that you
can’t go back. i don’t know what
that means, exactly. have a faint
idea but i don’t agree with what i
think it means. i go back every
year. in april or in May or as in
this case the end of april and the

FINLEY HAYS

Rigging
Shack

“Classic”

Originally Printed in
June 1992

(continued on Page 7)

See “Rigging Shack”

ON THE cOvEr: NW Timber Cutting’s
Nick Dekriek poses with this fallen Western
Red Cedar and Stihl chainsaw. 

See “Always Adjusting”
starting on Page 6

21. BOOK REVIEW



l
o

g
g

e
R

S
w

o
R

l
d

J
u

N
e

2
0

1
7

3



l
o

g
g

e
R

S
w

o
R

l
d

J
u

N
e

2
0

1
7

4

FeATUReD in ThiS monTh’S iSSUe

nw TimBeR

CUTTing
With two fellerbunchers - a

Tigercat 830 and 870D - and
five handcutters, NW Timber
cutting can offer a variety of

services. Owner Andy 
Postlewait began cutting on his

own in 1998 and has since
grown to several employees in

the NW Washington area.
Postlewait credits his success

to his great crew and their
ability to be versatile.
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Deming
wAShingTon

Located 16 miles from Whatcom county seat Bellingham, the

small community of Deming has a population of over 350. It has the

tribal government offices of the Nooksack Tribe. Deming is home to

the Deming Logging Show - an idea that Loggers World founder

Finley Hays came up with. The show was established in 1963, 

inspired by the need to financially assist loggers who were injured in

the woods of Whatcom County. Held the second full weekend in June

each year, it features events and exhibitions to display the skills,

tools, and technology used in the logging industry.
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Cascade Trader has a 
Complete Line of new 

Doosan Log Loaders, Excavators
& Wheel Loaders for your

Logging & Construction Needs!

KETO  • WARATAH • SOUTHSTAR • EAGLE CARRIAGE
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Ask 
About Our 

Special Financing: 
Up to 60 Months
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so many times it’s hard to keep
up with the latest trend. 

For deming’s andy Postle-
wait, he’s kept his company,
nw timber cutting, out in the
woods thanks to great employ-
ees and their ability to change

Story by Brandon Hansen
Photos by Kevin Zender
For Loggers World

one would think the task of

cutting down a tree would be rela-
tively straight forward. any log-
ger will tell you, however, that it’s
more complicated than it looks
and the way it’s done has changed

(continued on Page 8)

See “NW Timber”

ALwAYS 
ADJUSTing

Coming Down
NW Timber Cutting’s 2014 Tiger-
cat 870C lays some trees down out
near Sedro-Woolley. The machine
is operated by Clyde Blockley. 

nw Timber Cutting continues to
keep up with changing methods

nw TimBeR CUTTing - Deming, wAShingTon
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Call For Details or A Live Demo

Available As Low As

$35,000
Financing Available OAC

CCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COMCCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COM
Dallas/Salem Rickreall, OR

Carl Cornthwaite • 503-507-7230 • carl@ccheavyequipment.com
Lincoln Cornthwaite • 971-901-1333 • lincoln@ccheavyequipment.com
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Call Doug Powell Today!
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Need Financing?
We Can Help!
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WE SELL TAJFUN (TYPHOON) FIREWOOD PROCESSORS

CCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COMCCHEAVYEQUIPMENT.COM
Dallas/Salem Rickreall, OR

Carl Cornthwaite • 503-507-7230 • carl@ccheavyequipment.com
Lincoln Cornthwaite • 971-901-1333 • lincoln@ccheavyequipment.com
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Clothing the
Working Man for

96 Years
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WE ARE NOW PURCHASING
LOGS IN MOLALLA, OREGON!

Rigging Shack

(continued from Page 2)

first of May. i go back to dem-
ing, to whatcom county, to
where i used to work and to live.
i even went to the school bus
garage of the Mt. Baker high
School. the same high school
that i graduated from 53 years
ago. they are just waiting until
the kids are out for the summer.
then they are sending in a
wrecking crew and tearing the
old building down. it has served
for 60 years or so.

i very seldom plan this yearly
trip very tightly but go there
with the camera, pad and pencil
knowing that i’ll find someone
and something to write about.
we go there this time of the year
to give some publicity to the
deming logging Show and write
about loggers and truckers of
that area.

My first call was to see
howard rothenbuhler and en-
joyed a short and spirited visit
with him that started off with
his dog wanting to take my leg
off.

then i drove to kendall and
stopped in a Zee Brothers truck
shop and was fortunate enough
to catch red Zender at his desk.
i hugely enjoy red and he got
me caught up with local logging
and trucking. i told him i want-
ed to do an article on lee
williamson, Jr. lee has his own
truck, lives three or four miles
from the Zee shop and was at

(continued on Page 25)

See “Rigging Shack”
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Simington Sqaure-Chisel 
Saw Chain Grinder
Get top performance from your 
pro chain saw by sharpening its 
square-ground-chisel saw chain 
with a Simington grinder.   

The Simington #S451-C 
features:

SHOP & SUPPLY INC.
Centralia, Washington

360-736-1336
Information Calls
800-822-2808

 Direct Order Line
www.madsens1.com

$999.

A STUmP UP
NW Timber Cutting’s Jody
Compton works on cutting this
behemeth in NW Washington.
“My core group of guys are in
their 30s and really good at
their jobs,” Owner Andy Postle-
wait said. “I learn more about
cutting from them than they do
from me with the ideas they
come up with out on the job.” 

and remain versatile. 

Postlewait admits he’s a hand-
faller at heart but now is a me-
chanical faller, mechanic, office
manager and whatever other hat
he can find during a typical
workday in northwestern wash-
ington. currently, nw timber
cutting employs five hand fall-
ers and two machines, working
on the steep grounds around
deming.

“cutting timber is hard work
and i was raised and taught how
to do hard work by my dad Pete
Postlewait,” he added. “Making
the best product is the key to our
success. you kind of have to look
at it like a restaurant. if your
product isn’t that good, they’re
not going to come back.”

nw timber cutting usually
operates anywhere from thirty
minutes to two-and-a-half hours
from deming. they work on sev-
eral different sites and bounce in
between along the way. 

while father Pete Postlewait
wasn’t in the timber industry,
it’s something andy got into
right after high school. he began
working for elk ridge logging in
1989 and for other local opera-

tions setting chokers until he
was 21. 

in 1992, he began cutting tim-
ber instead of slinging cable. he
went to work cutting for curt
Blakeway and learned the ropes
of falling trees. 

“curt really mentored me a
lot from day one and still does
with company things as well,”
Postlewait said. 

the deming cutter worked for
Brad grum’s Pacific rim timber
in 1996 and in 1998 began his
own cutting operation and has
been at it ever since.

“cutting for Brad, his compa-
ny started to grow and my busi-
ness grew as a result of the in-
creased demand,” Postlewait
said. 

tree length came into nw
washington and the demand for
more volume began to increase
causing cutters to try and keep
up. in 2006, Postlewait bought
his first feller buncher - a Madill. 

“at the time they didn’t want
hand fallers cutting for the shov-
el logging,” Postlewait said.
“they wanted low stumps and
piled timber and we made a deci-
sion that this was what the cus-

(continued on Page 9)

See “NW Timber”

NW Timber

(continued from Page 6)



MPIEQU I PMENTEQU I PMENT
Call Chuck

530-221-6760
8537 Commercial Way  Redding, CA 96002

chuck@mpiequipment.com
www.mpiequipment.com

INCORPORATED

1997 CAT 527, Esco swing grapple,
bunching grapple, 6-way dozer, tri-rails,
near-new V-Trac rails/sprockets,  15,075
hours on meter............................$152,000

2001 VALMET 603S FELLER BUNCHER,
Cummins, saw head, AC, chains on 28C
tires, runs well, 1,102 hours........$32,500

2011 VOLVO EC210CL, hydraulic QC, hyd
thumb, AC, low hours for age, 3,378
hours..............................................$77,500

1996 PETERSON 4400B GRINDER, CAT
3412 @ 800 hp, 3 axle w/all new tires,
twin disc clutch, dual horizontal rams for
feed, heavy rotor, good last clean older
unit, approx 87,000 lbs w/o trac-
tor...................................................$89,500

2005 CAT 972G II, Medford log forks, new
26.5R25 tires, command steering, 16,604
hours, tight & dry, very good for age and
hours..............................................$99,500

2013 CAT 930K, QC, bucket, 2,495 hours,
prior rental machine, very nice condition,
just arrived...................................$120,000

2002 PRECISION HUSKY 66-23, Husky
XL-175 loader, CAT 3412, 700/750 hp,
Tier I, joy sticks, twin-disc clutch, feed
table w/feed chain, cab, 12 new tires,
good brakes, fresh oil, new paint, recent
injectors, one owner, was working daily,
11,141 hours.................................$99,500

2015 JD 848L, dual-function boom, grap-
ple, winch, 2 new and 2 good 30.5x32
tires, 265 hp, Tier 4, good clean unit, ap-
prox 11’ wide, 50,000 lbs, 2.530 hours,
just arrived in our yard..............$242,500

2015 CAT 525D, dual-function boom
grapple, winch, cab, air, 30.5 tires, just
arrived in yard, 203 hp, approx 10’11”
wide, 45,000 lbs, 1,770 hours.....$190,000

2005 ZEHR HG4000 GRINDER, early Dia-
mond Z, 2009 CAT C27, Tier II, 1,050 hp,
remote, stacking conveyor, 8 NEW tires,
good brakes, twin-disc clutch, hamermill
approx. 62” x 17”.........................$129,500

MORBARK 20 CHIPPER, new CAT C13
with 3,684 hours, 385 hp, Tier III, new
tires, good brakes, lights.............$69,500

1999 THUNDERBIRD 1236DL, Pierce
HSD 3345 upper, good working order,
just off job, recent trade, approx. 17,000
hours..............................................$47,500

2010 JD 872GP, 6WD, 14’ board, rear rip-
per, push block, NEW 17.5x25 radials,
cab, AC, heat, radio, 8,876 hours, NEW
paint, just arrived........................$135,000

2007 BANDIT 3590 CHIPPER, 37” drum,
CAT C18@700 hp, feed chains, remote,
super singles, consigned, call...$109,000

2013 PROMAC 34 CFH III horizontal
brush cutter, 34” wide, pinned for a CAT
315CL and others, very good......$24,000

MIGHTY MITE 4A BAND SAW, Wisconsin
gas engine, trailer mounted, all controls,
owner estimates it was used 6 times, like
new, consigned............................$21,500

2012 VOLVO G990, Tier III, 265 hp, Volvo
11 speed transmission, 16’ board, push
block, rear ripper, joy stick controls
w/steering wheel, 20.5 radials, super
clean, prior demo rental unit, 967 hours,
snow wing available....................$150,000

2009 CAT 140M VHP, Tier III, 14’ board,
rear ripper, push block, 14:00x24 radials,
AC, heat, 3,836 hours.................$140,000

2011 VOLVO G940, 14’ board, rear ripper,
push block, 14:00 x 25 tires, 11 sp trans,
cab, former county unit, good condition,
4,412 hours......................................$79.500

2007 JD 672D, 6x6, 14’ board, push block,
((6 way front blade avail), rear ripper,
NEW 17.5x25 tires, cab, AC, 9,595 hours,
former county unit,  new paint....$85,000

PROLENC SNUBBERS
for skidders, in
stock.....................CALL

1993 CAT 518C, grapple, NO winch, good
23.1 tires, 18,000+ hours..............$35,000

2006 COZAD, 16-wheel, 60-ton, expando
w/new Hydra neck in 2010, disc brakes,
good 17.5 tires, 22’6” x 8’6” deck, con-
signed, in our yard........................$70,000

1995 COZAD BABY 9-AXLE 2+2+2
LOWBED, 9’ wide x 26’ deck, drop sides,
power tower in jeep w/20 hp Honda, 4 pin
settings.  Following items are NEW: all
wheel studs, all 11R22.5 tires, all drums,
all brakes, all bearings, all slacks, all S-
cams, all lights, all wiring, all air lines, all
air valves, all apitong deck, all oil caps,
all seals, all air bags, all paint +
more.............................................$135,000

WASHINGTON 188 YARDER, Detroit
8V92T power, 4-axle carrier, standing
skyline.  This is a good, clean unit that
was working as of 06/10/16.  Consigned,
call for location...........................$250,000
EAGLET CARRIAGE w/controls avail-
able................................................$18,000

NEW HEEL RACK FOR CAT 330FM OR
568FM, unused, some pins........$7,500
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tomer wants.” 

now Postlewait has two
tigercat fellerbunchers - a re-
cently purchased 830d and a
870c. 

“i”m really happy with the
tigercats, they’re good machines
and they’re pushing into harder
and harder ground,” Postlewait
said. 

while machines changed the
nature of his company, Postle-

wait kept his hand fallers as the
steep ground around nw wash-
ington needed it. typically now,
he sees his hand fallers working
on the same jobsites as the
fellerbunchers doing work in
draws and corners that the ma-
chines can’t navigate.  

“the fellerbunchers affected
manpower and it hugely
changed how cost worked and
you had to have cash flow up
front,” Postlewait said. “with
hand fallers you pay the most
when quarterlies come around.

For machines, you’re paying up
front for fuel and maintenance.”

Postlewait said through the
years he’s seen companies fail to
adjust and innovate with the
newest trends. whether it’s up-
coming new methods like tether-
ing or fellerbunchers, Postlewait
knows he needs to keep his com-
pany adjusted to the times. 

“i’m not a fan of change,”
andy said with a laugh. “But
you need to continue to change
in this business.” 

with handfallers, two feller-

bunchers and a skidder, Postle-
wait said that his company is set
up to do the full service business
and he doesn’t have to subcon-
tract out different tasks. like
anything, logging needs the
right tools to do the job. 

he has seen tethering opera-
tions down in Southwest wash-
ington and sees how that new
method could lead to more jobs
for hand cutters. Since the tech-

NW Timber

(continued from Page 8)

(continued on Page 13)

See “NW Timber”
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ABoUT To moVe
Andy Larson, Deming Log Show 
president, and Aaron Weide, NW
Timber Cutting’s operator of a 2017 
Tigercat LX830D, pose for this pho-
to on Larson’s lowboy (if you look 
closely in the photo!). BELOW:
Aaron Weide in action in the 
operator’s seat of the Tigercat.



l
o

g
g

e
R

S
w

o
R

l
d

J
u

N
e

2
0

1
7

11

 

Offer expires July 31, 2017. All equipment subject to price change and/or prior sale. All units FOB current N C Washington branch location. Contact your N C Sales Representative for details.

YOUR FORESTRY EQUIPMENT PARTNER

2008 Cat 140M
S/N B9D00224
7,492 hrs., ready to work

$149,800

2006 Cat D6R XLVPAT
S/N HKE00225
8,820 hrs., cab, A/C, sweeps, VPAT, 
ripper, new rails @ 5,505 hours, 
ready to work

2003 Cat 950G II
S/N AXX00273
13,122 hrs., ready to go to work

$80,000

2006 Cat 330D FM
S/N H3KE00226
12,913 hrs., starting aid, cold 
weather, ready to work

$170,000

For More Information Call:

Gib Gilbert | 253.606.2029 | rgilbert@ncmachinery.com 
or

Mike Livers | 425.508.1665 | mlivers@ncmachinery.com

$126,800

AnDY AnD AARon
Aaron Weide (L) and Andy 
Postlewait (R) pose in front
of the company’s new 2017
Tigercat LX830D just north
of Everson, Washington.
“The fellerbunchers affected 
manpower and it hugely
changed how cost worked
and where you had to have
cash flow up front,” Postle-
wait said. “With hand fallers
you pay the most when 
quarterlies come around. For
machines, you’re paying for
fuel and maintenance.”
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(541) 963-4646
Fax:  (541) 963-3415
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We 
Also Have
Eaglets,
Super
Eaglets,
Eagle IV,
Eagle V,
Eagle VI 
& Claws
Available
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EAGLE CARRIAGE & MACHINE
ECM CONTROL ON
ALL NEWMODELS!

EAGLE RAPTOR����

NEW! 
ELECTRONIC

CONTROLS!
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MIKE LOBB
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in ACTion
NW Timber Cutting’s
new 2017 Tigercat
LX830D in action just
north of Everson, 
Washington. “I”m really
happy with the Tiger-
cats, they’re good ma-
chines and they’re push-
ing into harder and
harder ground,” owner
Andy Postlewait said. 

www.LoggeRS
woRLD.Com

LOOK THrOUGH BAcK ISSUES ONLINE!



nique allows loggers to get out
on even steeper ground, they’ll
need the handcutters to supple-
ment sections on those jobs as
well.   

nw timber cutting has been
working for Saxon logging,
Mcgee logging, harkness log-
ging and Janiki logging. this
means plenty of bumping around
for the company’s schedule. 

“the biggest change to hand-
cutting is you used to know what
was in front of you and how long
it would take,” Postlewait said.
“now it’s a lot more spontaneous
so guys are moving around a lot
more. there’s a lot more man-
agement that needs to happen
and the guys have adapted well
and taken charge. i have a lot
more leadership guys that can
get that done.” 

it used to be that Postlewait
and company could expect to be

on a piece for a few months, now
they move around much more
frequently. 

that’s why the company
bought a skidder on the side to
log some jobs that could help fill
the gaps for the handcutters. 

“you have to be flexible and
versatile,” Postlewait said. “we
need to have jobs and projects
we can fall back on.” 

the nice thing, Postlewait
added, is that he has a crew like
no other. 

“My core group of guys are in
their 30s and really good at their
jobs,” andy said. “i learn more
about cutting from them than
they do from me with the ideas
they come up with out on the
job.” 

the cutters for nw timber
cutting are family guys,
wrestling and softball coaches,
and people not afraid to do hard
work. 

“we think of this as a family
business and the table is round

here in the company,” Postle-
wait said. 

in northwest washington,
Sierra Pacific, hampton and
weyerhauser are the big play-
ers in the area and they need
product. the harvest cycle is
now every 45 years up there
and the mills have geared up
for smaller wood. 

“i feel like down south a lot
of guys are going through
third generation timber while
we’re just getting to third
generation timber and cutting
a lot of second generation
growth,” andy said. 

of the four logging compa-
nies andy works for, three of
them have tethering opera-
tion, showcasing changing
times in the industry. 

Some changes that nw
timber cutting has adjusted
to is new safety standards
that cutters have had to ad-
just to and new safety equip-
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Authorized Dealer
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(541) 636-3660
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CALL US FOR ALL YOUR DOOSAN NEEDS
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Ask about our Finance and Lease
Specials!
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End Greasing Frustration

6 column inches
$208 per issue

3 column inches
$104 per issue

Order Online:
locknlube.com

(603) 795-2298
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NW Timber

(continued from Page 9)

(continued on Page 16

See “NW Timber”
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#2

Call today for more information!  
866-514-3356 Toll-Free!
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WE ARE IN THE BUSINESS 
TO HELP BUSTED-UP LOGGERS,

�$#�&�$����'#���#���"�����#&����������"$!����
AFTER �����	������	�����
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www.LoggingSupply.com
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CLYDe BLoCKLeY
Clyde Blocker poses in front of NW Timber Cutting’s
Tigercat L870C out on the jobsite 15 miles south of
Sedro Woolley at Coyote Ridge. 



Visit us on the web at: www.fraleytractorinc.com
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WRECKING LOGGING EQUIPMENT
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WE BUY HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR PARTS AND RESALE...CALL US!

FRALEY TRACTOR, Inc. WRECKING DIV.
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on The TAiLgATe
Andy Postlewait (R) and cutter
Jodie Compton (L) pose for this
Loggers World photo at Andy’s
place in Deming, Washington.  
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ment. 

“it’s funny how we have to
change one thing like having
walkie talkies and at first we
wouldn’t want to do it, but
now we couldn’t imagine doing
the job without them,” Postle-
wait said. “Some changes cut
into production a bit but safety
is very important.” 

Since nw timber cutting’s
employees are experienced
professionals they hadn’t had
many accidents but resistance
at first turned into growing to
like an advance in technology.

“we just got new hard hats
with visors and they’re the
first headgear that isn’t intru-
sive. Before some eye protec-
tion gear would be hard to see
out of and that would be un-
safe. try driving with that
stuff on and you want some-
body to carry a running chain-
saw?” Postawait said. “now

that we have a visor that
works, i love not waking up in
the morning with sawdust in
my eye.”

the company provides saws
and equipment to all their em-
ployees and they go to wood’s
logging out of Sedro-woolley
for the gear. 

“they have treated us
well.”

with lumber prices up,
Postlewait said he hopes for
another shot in the arm when
it comes to the timber indus-
try, one that can trickle down
to the log truckers and log-
gers. 

nw timber cutting has
made plenty of adjustments
through the years to keep
rolling despite changes in
technology and the type of
product customers want. if
there’s another big change on
the horizon, andy Postlewait
and company probably won’t
be shy when it comes to get-
ting what their clients want. 

NW Timber 

(continued from Page 13)

gAge RoBinSon
With the Twin Sisters in the background, Gage Robinson and
his Stihl chainsaw is loaded up and heading out for the next
destination.  

The
BoSS
As the

owner of a
small

business,
Andy

knows all
about the
time

spent on
necessary
paperwork
and always
adjusting
schedules.
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Contact: Kevin Zender (360) 319-7973
Rod Hansen (360) 520-6849
Bob Howell (541) 913-9559
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in The oFFiCe
Terri Maleng, office boss
for NW Timber Cutting,
has a smile for the cam-
era while handling all
sorts of paperwork! 
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www.triadmachinery.com
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LARS RoBiSon
Lars poses with his saw
next to some of his recent
work out on the jobsite.
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BLAST FRom The PAST
BY QUINN J. MUrK FOr LOGGErS WOrLD

moVing A DonKeY

The old sled-mounted don-
keys of days gone by had the
ability to move themselves.
Full cheeked moving blocks
were employed in the moving
efforts. Hanging a block to a
stump or tree, and running
the mainline out and back,
the donkey could pull itself
over some pretty rugged
ground.  Sometimes these
moves covered miles, and
even river crossings.  If the
crossing was shallow, the ma-
chine simply pulled itself
across.  If the river crossing
was too deep, sometimes logs
would be lashed to the sled,
forming a crude raft.  So long
as the water did not put out
the fire, a substantial crossing
could be accomplished.
Those old timers were very
adept at making things work..  

TRACToR TRUCK

How’s this for a log hauler?  A lot of wild ideas were tried out in the pioneer days of
trucking.  This looks like a “Fordson tractor” conversion to a truck.  Henry Ford’s Model
T car, Model TT truck and his Fordson tractor had more after-market products, acces-
sories, conversion kits, and body offerings than any other car, truck or tractor in the
world.  Henry himself even came out to Washington State to see what “Skagit” was do-
ing with all of those tractors of his that they were buying.  They were used in powering
some of their products, of course.  How would you like to drive this thing down the
road to a mill?

cONTAcT QUINN:  vIA EMAIL  ktmurk@centurylink.net • Or by Mail at:  P.O. Box 319, Siletz, Or 97380
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I would like to thank
the deming log Show
committee for honoring
me as the 2017 Bull of the
woods. i take great honor in
being recognized as the 2nd
member of the hamilton fami-
ly to have this title. in 1985
my father don hamilton was
honored to be named Bull of
the woods.

i was born January 15,
1943 to loving parents don &
lucy hamilton in Bellingham,
wa. i grew up in kendall, wa
with 8 siblings david, dar-
lene, denny, diane, dixie,
donna, doreen & donny.
while growing up dad taught
us about logging and the
woods, he was a horse logger.

i graduated in 1961 from
Mt. Baker high School and be-
gan working in the woods &
logging industry and also driv-
ing truck. in 1962 i married
my high school sweetheart
deetta needham in lynden,
wa. we settled in the what-
com county area and contin-
ued in the logging industry
and began our family in 1964.
our 5 children are cary,
kevin, kim, deana, & Shane.
My first job was driving a
truck for my brother denny
and it was the old green in-
ternational-short logger. i pur-
chased my own truck in 1963
and later denny & i became
partners in hamilton Brothers
logging & trucking.

in 1976 we moved to Sedro
woolley. hamilton Brothers
logging & trucking began
working for georgia Pacific,
Mt. Baker Plywood & other lo-
cal companies. the dream of
logging became reality when
georgia Pacific, in 1978 gave
us the opportunity to begin
logging with a tower. From
there logging started from 1
tower to 5 towers, 3 trucks to
29 trucks, a lot of hard work-
ing men, logging days were
good. our production over the
years was because of the hard
working crew we had. you can

have the best tools and equip-
ment money can buy and
you'll fall short of the mark.
we were thankful to have de-
pendable, reliable & hard
working men that allowed us
to be successful in the logging
industry. we produced in a 6
month period an average of 50
loads per day.

i would like to thank all
who worked with or for hamil-
ton Brother's logging &

trucking. Special thanks to
employees of georgia Pacific
and to my boss gordy iverson.

i retired in 1988 from log-
ging and began a new busi-
ness in designing and manu-
facturing of the trd -1000
Septic, buying & selling of real
estate & dealing with old cars.

in 2010 hamilton Brothers
logging & trucking donated
the Skagit tower to the dem-
ing log Show . thanks to all

log show members and a spe-
cial thanks to John tucker for
his countless hours in making
the tower arrive on display
here at the deming log Show.
i appreciate John for the years
of dedication and friendship
we have shared.

in 2012 i was diagnosed
with gullian-Barre syndrome
a rare but serious autoim-
mune disorder in which the
immune system attacks
healthy nerve cells in your pe-
ripheral nervous system. this
disease has caused me to be
wheel chair reliable. i would
like to thank my sisters, our
family and niece debbie de-
hoog for the daily 24 hour lov-
ing care, while i spent almost
a year in the hospital and re-
covery.

i have changed my career
from working in the woods to
working with wood in my
wood shop. i enjoy creating
wood items for family mem-
bers and donating wood items
to charities. i just finished
working on a fleet of all wood
log trucks and it brings back
the memories of the big
trucks.

a special thanks to my wife
of 54 years for her love
and support and to my chil-
dren/spouses and our 18
grandkids & 11 great grand-
kids for always being there for
me.

Dean Hamilton
2017 Deming Logging Show Bull of the Woods

DEAN HAMILTON
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in april i received an email
that surprised me.  Bruce Vincent
(a logger from libby, Montana
and also a public speaker) has
partnered with nicole J. olynk
widmar (associate professor of
agricultural economics at Purdue
university) and Jessica eise
(writer and former journalist) to
author a book that shares Bruce’s
experiences in the “timber wars”
of the late 80’s and 90’s.

i wasn’t surprised that Bruce
Vincent would write a book about
his experiences (many of them are
unique and entertaining).  what
was surprising to me was that a
logger, a college professor, and a
journalist were working on the
same project voluntarily!

the book is an easy and inter-
esting read.  i vividly remember
the timber wars and how frustrat-
ed i was to see the other side win-
ning, when i knew they were us-
ing outdated and incorrect infor-
mation about the timber industry.
Bruce’s book sheds light on that
situation from his unique perspec-
tive as an insider on the front line
of the battle.

even more interesting was the
analysis of why the radical envi-
ronmentalists won and we lost.
loggers and logging made an easy

target for the “save the forest and
cute furry critters” campaign.  By
the time we realized we were los-
ing, the battle was nearly over.

you need to read this book to
understand why we
lost the battle - to
begin to understand
that what seemed
right to us had no
effect on the fight.
in fact, much of it
strengthened the
stereotype the city
dwellers had of us.
it’s kind of hard to
admit but just as
easy to understand
if you look at it from
their viewpoint.  re-
alize that there are way more of
them (urbanites- city dwellers,
etc.) than rural dwellers (loggers,
farmers, miners, etc.) and you be-
gin to understand the problem of
the conflict.

Just like us, urbanites have
their own experiences from which
they craft their view of reality.
they don’t see their own blind
spots and we don’t see ours, ei-
ther.

in “against the odds, a Path
Forward for rural america” the
authors take a serious look at

what actions are responsible for
our failure to win the hearts and
minds of the opposition in the tim-
ber wars.  they also detail the ur-
banites “disconnect” between con-

sumption of goods
and where those
goods come from.  in
other words, “i want
to wear a leather
jacket but i don’t
want to think about
killing animals to
get the leather.” ru-
ral dwellers take it
for granted that the
cow in the field or
the deer in the
woods will end up
on the dinner table.

where things come from is a reali-
ty we rural dwellers live with on a
daily basis.

it’s worth mentioning that in-
tense environmental scrutiny is
now being applied to farming and
mining.  they are in the early
stages of the ‘war’ the timber in-
dustry was overwhelmed by.  the
other side has learned from their
success and will bring that experi-
ence to the fight.  

the last part of the book talks
about where there has been suc-
cess and how we all can adopt the
winning tactics.  we need to stay

in the fight and help those in-
dustries that are being attacked. 

we need to stop, take a look at
the people on the other side and
see the struggle from their view-
point.  then treat them like we
want to be treated - address
their concerns, understand what
they want, and work with them
to find solutions that are accept-

able to both sides. this is the
messy part where we have to get
to know them and they get to
know us.  that helps overcome
the stereotypes and misunder-
standings.  

we can’t just go about our busi-
ness and ignore what’s happening
counting on the fact that we are
right to win the day. we all have
to get involved, talk to your rela-
tives that live in the city, develop
new relationships with people
outside of our lifestyle and under-
standing.

Bruce puts it like this in his
“three truths”:  1. democracy
works but it is not a spectator
sport. 2. when people lead, lead-
ers follow, and 3. the world is run
by those who show up.  think
about those and read the book to
expand those concepts.

at the end of the book, they list
“Potential ways to engage” - Six
suggestions of how to begin to en-
gage with everyone in your com-
munity. 

Seriously, getting to know each
other is the most effective way to
come to a workable solution.

For one of the authors’ per-
sonal story of how getting to
know a logger changed her
perspective, see “A writer’s
Journey into logging” on
page 26. it’s a true success story
of both sides beginning to under-
stand the other.

The book is available on
Amazon or you can contact

Bruce Vincent by email:
brucevincent@

environomicsusa.com
or by phone at 
406-293-8821

Against the Odds, 

A Path Forward for Rural America
BooK ReView
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the american loggers
council has made passing the
Future logging careers act a
top priority in the 115th united
States congress. we're very
pleased with the bipartisan
support it is receiving in both
the u.S. house and Senate.
this is a credit to the hundreds
of loggers who have contacted
their representatives in support
of the legislation.  we need to
keep up the calls and emails to
congress.  in a moment i'll tell
you how you can get involved. 

it's become clear over the
past several weeks that some in
the news media, and some who
follow alc's Facebook page,
don't have a clear understand-
ing of what the Future logging
careers act actually does, and
what it doesn't do. For example,
a washington d.c. reporter
wrote a story last month at-
tempting to link our bill to a
very tragic accident involving
an 18-year-old logger in wash-
ington State.

Simply put, the Future log-
ging careers act is intended to
give 16- and 17-year-olds
hands-on training in mecha-
nized timber harvesting in a
safe and legal setting, under
parental supervision.  the bill
is aimed at helping family-
owned logging companies that
wish to keep their sons and
daughters in the profession.
the Future logging careers
act, as its name suggests, is all
about recruiting and retaining
the next generation and to help
families continue to run profes-
sional logging businesses.

the text of the legislation is
straightforward.  it extends an
existing agricultural exemp-
tion-- now enjoyed by family
farmers and ranchers-- specifi-
cally to family-owned logging
companies. 

For the purpose of amend-
ing the Fair labor Standards
act, the bill defines logging as
"the felling, skidding, yarding,
loading and processing of tim-
ber by equipment other than
manually operated chainsaws
and cable skidders; the felling
of timber in mechanized opera-

tions; the bucking or converting
of timber into logs, poles, ties,
bolts, pulpwood, chemical wood,
excelsior wood, cordwood, fence
posts, or similar products; the
collecting, skidding, yarding,
loading, transporting and un-
loading of such products in con-
nection with logging; the con-
structing, repairing and main-
taining of roads or camps used
in connection with logging; the
constructing, repairing, and
maintenance of machinery or
equipment used in logging; and
other work performed in con-
nection with logging."

now for what the bill
doesn't do: the Future logging
careers act does not permit 16-
and 17-year-olds "the manual
use of chain saws to fell and
process timber and the use of
cable skidders to bring the tim-
ber to the landing." unfortu-
nately, this important point
was missed in the news story
that misinterpreted our bill.

Safety is an issue that
should unite all professional
timber harvesters. alc is
deeply committed to promoting
safety in the woods, and on the
roads, in the hope that someday
logging is not included in the
annual list of "america's Most
dangerous Professions."  no-
body wants to put young and
inexperienced loggers in dan-
gerous situations.  the Future
logging careers act is one so-
lution to promote safety for the
future, and help young loggers
learn the trade in a supervised
setting.

the Future logging careers

act is gaining support as more
members of congress learn
about the bill, and understand
why supporting family-owned
logging businesses and recruit-
ing and retaining the next gen-
eration of loggers are so impor-
tant. if you haven't already,
contact your house and Senate
members and ask them to spon-
sor and support the bill.  to-
gether, we can pass this simple
measure as one way to
strengthen our profession for
the future.

Danny Dructor is the Execu-
tive Vice President for the
American Loggers Council,
residing near Hemphill, Texas. 

The American Loggers
Council is a 501 (c)(6) not for
profit trade organization repre-
senting professional timber har-
vesters in 32 states across the
United States.  If you would like
to learn more about the ALC,
please visit their web site at
www.amloggers.com, or contact
their office at 409-625-0206.

How We See It...

Future Logging Careers Act- Training the
Next Generation, Safely and Legally  

by danny dructor
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the story made front page,
above-the-fold news in Min-
neapolis’s Star tribune but
nowhere else, both its begin-
nings—with a multiple count
indictment by the united
States government of a small
medical supply company, its
chief executive officer, and
other employees, and plans by
a federal agency, its bureau-
crats, and scores of govern-
ment lawyers to kill the com-
pany and jail  its
employees—and its ending
with a resounding not
guilty as to all  counts by
the jury at the conclusion of
the government’s case.  the
federal government did not
plan it that way; after all, it
blared the indictment from the
rooftops with associated chest
pounding by federal employ-

ees, but at the end, as if noth-
ing happened, the government,
its officials, and its lawyers
slunk away without a word.    

Fortunately, howard root
(rhymes with foot) has sup-
plied the words the govern-
ment refused to provide in the
aftermath of its five year war
waged against him, ceo of the
company he started in 1997,
Vascular Solutions, inc., and
his Minnesota-based company.
in cardiac arrest:  Five heart-
Stopping years as a ceo on
the Feds’ hit list (2016), Mr.
root entertains, enlightens,
and enrages as he takes the
reader from the troubling tele-
phone call he received from
one of his lawyers as he en-
joyed an ice cream cone at the
Minneapolis airport through

the heartfelt hugs and hearty
handshakes of  jurors—to
whom he dedicated his
book—who saved his company
and set him free from possible
imprisonment.  “Shocks the
conscience,” is uttered easily
and often, especially by us
lawyers, but no other phrase
fits Mr. root’s tale.

it  should be a wake-up
alarm, a call  to arms, or a
spark—like the tax that ignit-
ed the Boston tea party—that
lights off a revolutionary re-
bellion; that is, if anyone is
paying attention and not say-
ing—as have too many of Mr.
root’s presumptive allies in
the business world—he
brought it on himself, or he
must have done something, or
the federal government never
does this.  there is a rarity in
this frightening story:   the
willingness of someone facing
the death of his company, dis-
missal of his 500 employees,
and decades in prison to fight
back, to refuse any and all
deals—as insulting as they
were—and to do everything,
including paying $25 million
in legal fees, to win total exon-
eration.  as one of his top
drawer lawyers in washing-
ton, d.c. said, “nobody really
takes these cases to trial for
the defense.”  everyone pleads
guilty.

there is one guilty verdict:
for the federal government,
which has too much power, no

adult supervision of its offi-
cials,  bureaucrats,  and
lawyers, and absolutely no ac-
countability for their mis-
deeds.  those transgressions
were multiple and varied; no
one was guiltless.   not the
whistleblower who teamed
with the feds; not the Federal
drug administration’s (Fda’s)
special agent—the case in-
volved alleged marketing of
devices off-label, that is, for
uses not approved by the Fda;
not the lawyers who litigated
the case; not their bosses in
washington, d.c. who passed
on putting a stop to their mis-
chief but instead bragged on
how they were bringing down
people like Mr. root; and not
the judge who declined twice
to enter judgment for the de-
fendants but bravely an-
nounced later the Fda’s own
testimony doomed its case.

we know a grand jury will
“indict a ham sandwich,” but
we learn of prosecutors’ shock-
ing, intimidating, and illegal
efforts to get that indictment.
we learn that a top official,
Sally yates—fired by Presi-
dent trump—declared war on
Mr. root and his colleagues,
but audaciously refused to an-
swer questions posed by
congress.  we learn too, but
not f inally,  that the Fda’s
agent was not interested in
“the truth,” which was for the
defense to f ind; he sought
“facts” to support a conviction.
we now know the truth, but
can we handle it, do we care,
and are we willing to do any-
thing about it?

Mr. Pendley, a Wyoming
 attor ney, is President and Chief
Legal  Officer of Mountain
States Legal Foundation and a
regular   colum nist in  Loggers
World.

Summary Judgment....

by William Perry Pendley

Feds: Too Much Power, 
Too Little Adult Supervision, 

and No Accountability
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what i knew about logging a
year ago could have fit on a Post-
it note. Folks with chainsaws
and big, gas-guzzling machinery
chop down trees and damage our
forest. or so i thought. after
writing a book interwoven with
forestry management alongside
a professor and a dyed-in-the-
wool logger (they looped me in
for my editorial and literary
background), i realized my
knowledge was not just pitiful in
scope, but abysmally myopic.
Struck by my ignorance, i sat
back and took stock.

if you’re a logger, i’m what you
might consider ‘the other.’ i had
precious little knowledge about
our natural resource industry
beyond what i’d learned from
outraged environmental groups.
it hadn’t painted the prettiest
picture of what was going on.

i’ve never been a radical, always
settling somewhere square in
the middle of moderate, yet even
so my knowledge around these
issues didn’t extend much be-
yond, as my coauthor Bruce Vin-
cent says, the mandate of, “stop
doing that.”

when our book, against the
odds: a Path Forward for rural
america, published this spring, i
told my best friend that i felt i’d
just gotten the equivalent of a
master’s degree in forestry. She
looked at me dubiously until she
read the book. She immediately
retracted her words. in the same
breath, she also told me her
worldview of our rural resource-
based communities was forever
altered.

as a writer, there is no higher
praise than knowing that some-
thing you helped write profound-
ly altered another person’s exis-
tence. and i hadn’t just poured

every ounce of my communica-
tion expertise, training and
knowledge into crafting that
book, i had also become deeply
emotionally connected to the

project. at the time of writing,
our nation was being torn apart
by a divisive presidential elec-
tion. even now, we remain po-
larized, suspicious and untrust-
ing of one another.

working with a logger during
that period opened my eyes. an
urban, globetrotting journalist

and media consultant, i’d always
considered myself savvy on most
issues. i wasn’t, as it turned out,
quite so savvy as i thought. i
had a glaring blind spot right
where our resource communities
sat. all the while our rural and
urban communities were tearing
each other apart leading up to
the presidential elections, i was
starting to see the world through
the eyes of my coauthor, logger
Bruce Vincent, from libby, Mon-
tana.

it’s an extraordinarily power-
ful and delicate position, that of
straddling two worlds. as a writ-
er, when i pour myself into a
book about a person’s life, i don’t
just see facts and dates. i see the
world through my subject’s eyes.
i live their pain and joy. i suffer
their indignities alongside them.
in this case, i could feel the frus-
tration and rage of a community
of loggers whose livelihoods and

A writer’s journey 
into lOgging

By Jessica eise

(continued on Page 25

See “Journey”
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Fathers Day Present for that 

Hard-to-Buy-For Person!

“What I knew

about logging a

year ago could
have fit on a
Post-it note”

This article details a writer’s unexpected change of heart while
working on a project about a logger’s life and his fight to save his
family’s timber business and lifestyle.  For more about the book,
see page 21 - Book Review “Against the Odds...” It’s worth a read.
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heritage were being destroyed by
a bunch of self-righteous radical
environmentalists. i was awash
in the bitter disappointment
and, yes, at times, hatred to-
wards the smug and empowered
urbanites who stole their way of
life by abusing the uS Forest
Service appeals process.

at the same time, i was still
living my own reality. i saw the
world through the lens of my ex-
periences, and those of my peers
from urban communities. i came
to see how, awash in misinfor-
mation and activist campaigns
gone too far, the shades of gray
of life were obliterated, replaced
by a stark black-and-white
world, one that was beaten re-
peatedly into our heads over and
over again. the commercials, im-
ages, social media posts, web-
sites, movies and documentaries
told us one story of ‘good vs. bad,’
just in different iterations and
through different voices.

yet the urban consumer is not
stupid, despite evidence some
may be clinging to that reveals
the contrary. they are simply, as
we all are, a product of our expe-
riences. and those experiences
can change and evolve. the way
to change and shape those per-
spectives and viewpoints is
through wholehearted efforts to
communicate better. there are
several messages and methods of

communicating that could go a
long way in better representing
logging to the public.

First off, there’s the fact that
the american public loves wood
products, be they our wooden
chairs, tables, dressers, cabinets
or shelves. this isn’t news to the
logging community. however,
many of us urban consumers
have never confronted the reality
that our products must come
from somewhere. in other words,
we can’t have our cake and eat it

too.

Many consumers don’t see the
disconnect between staying “stop
logging!” and buying wood prod-
ucts. obviously, this is hypocriti-
cal. however, no one responds
well to being accused of
hypocrisy. accepting and ac-
knowledging our hypocrisy is a
personal journey we must each
travel within ourselves. it can’t
be forced upon us externally. ac-
cusing the public of hypocrisy,
while it may be true, is counter-
productive. in fact, our book has
an entire chapter dedicated this,
founded upon much of the re-

search of my excellent coauthor
dr. nicole widmar, a professor
of agricultural economics at Pur-
due university.

i know now that much of my
attitude towards my leather
jacket and purse, or that beauti-
ful wooden desk in my office, was
downright hypocritical. on some
level, i think i actually believed
that my urges to own nice prod-
ucts shouldn’t come to any cost
to the environment. For a rela-
tively smart person, this is pret-

ty dumb. however, i’m not alone
in drawing that conclusion.

why do a bunch of smart peo-
ple believe something stupid? So-
ciety veritably beats con-
sumerism into our ahead, right
alongside outraged messages to
Stop harvesting earth. no one
really bothers to point out that
there’s a massive logical fallacy
between those two messages. yet
with a bombardment of mes-
sages to buy, buy, buy and pro-
tect, protect, protect, even intelli-
gent people who care end up
drawing absurd conclusions that,
when confronted in the cold light

of logic, are ridiculous.

the right way to communicate
this point is with contextualizing
facts, not accusations. use the
facts that address the real con-
cerns of the people, which is the
environment. For instance, out
of sight doesn’t mean out of
mind. if we prevent loggers from
logging forests in the united
States, we’ll simply import the
wood from elsewhere. elsewhere
usually means developing coun-
tries with less stringent environ-
mental standards and protec-
tions, using outdated methods of
forestry management. if we push
logging to someone else’s back-
yard, we have no control over
whether they do it responsibly.

over my years working in com-
munication and writing, i’ve ob-
served that the biggest commu-
nication error occurs when peo-
ple only say what they think
needs to be said, rather than
what they other person is inter-
ested in learning about. what
may feel like the most important
message to a logger probably
isn’t to the public. So then listen.
what matters to them? Speak to
that. the public had demonstrat-
ed that faceless rural resource
workers losing their jobs isn’t a
compelling enough reason for
them to change their stances.
the environment, however, is.

take, for instance, Smokey
Bear. Smokey Bear was wrong,

Journey

(continued from Page 24)

(continued on Page 26

See “Journey”

“A logger was willing

to be my friend and tell

me his story, and that

was really all it took.”

home. i hurried up there because
he was training two logging men,
James Van dyk and Brad gorum,
to buck logs. their purpose is to
master this 7-foot hand bucking
saw and to enter the bucking con-
test at the deming logging Show.
they were hard working and en-
thusiastic. lee agreed to let me
ride with him the next day in his
truck in exchange for my promise
to be quiet and not bother him.

i took a few pictures and talked
awhile. lee showed me his super-
fast motorcycles and streamlined
sport car and i grew envious. not
of his possessions but his ability to
master these speed machines.

along about that time, lee
williamson, Sr. came driving up in
his “hot” kenworth log truck. Se-
nior is a partner in Zee Brothers
logging and an expert truck driv-
er. his handle is “Pappy” and is as
fine a man as either you or i will
ever meet.

Somehow or another, lee, Sr.,
his wife Mary and their daughter

debbi and i wound up visiting and
eating a fine supper at carol’s cof-
fee Shop. coffee good, too. it was a
grand evening and made better by
the fact that Pappy paid for the
dinner by check.

lee williamson, Sr. and i go
back a long ways. we worked to-
gether one miserable winter for
george impero. good logger, light-
hearted companion and always
shared part of his excellent lunch.

that was my first day in the
deming area. next day i got up
early, met lee, Jr. and rode with
him as he delivered a load of sec-
ond-growth cedar to darrington,
wash. darrington is one hour and
45 minutes from deming by load-
ed log truck.

lee, Jr. hauls for Van dyk &
Son logging company and so i got
a chance to do an article on their
logging operation. lee, Jr. left and
i hung around to meet Jim Brown,
who was driving the Van dyk com-
pany log truck. tom Van dyk
called his wife, glenda, on the mo-
bile phone and set up an appoint-
ment so i could get more informa-
tion on the 9th annual woods

tour.

By the time the interviewing
and picture taking was done it was
a day’s end.

that is the way the work

flowed; from lee williamson, Jr.
to Van dyk logging, the woods

Rigging Shack

(continued from Page 7)

(continued on Page 28

See “Rigging Shack”
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and the Forest Service admits it.
i was downright aghast when i
learned this while writing the
book. My childhood echoes with
the voices of concerned adults
cautioning me to, “not start forest

fires!” learning that periodic
fires helps to maintain the health
of a forest and prevent something
called fuel loading, a largely for-
eign concept to those outside log-
ging, was an extraordinary mo-
ment. a forest can become so
dense that the trees become un-
healthy and there is a buildup of

flammable material that can ex-
plode into a raging, dangerous
and out-of-control fire. this is
something the public cares about.

the final lesson for me was
that controlled logging doesn’t
have to be bad for a forest and
can even add to its health. if a

forest is too dense, the trees
weaken and become susceptible
to disease, amongst other risks.
if logging is executed in a strate-
gic and controlled way, it can
thin out the forest and create a

  

 
 

   
  
   

 
         

New 9" pitch drive sprockets ..........$3,800 / pair
New 8" pitch drive sprockets ..........$3,600 / pair
Pair used 9" pitch tracks and pads

for Terex or Cat, 1.5 inch grousers.....$2,900
Bottom Terex rollers.................$400 - $700 new 

Front blade hyd. cylinders........................$2,000
Track tightener cyl ...........................$400 - $800
New rebuilt Detroit inline 6-71 engine ...$11,000       
Good running Terex dozers

with blade and drum.........$16,500 - $19,500
503-831-2244
503-623-2089

TRIPLE T EQUIPMENT
Rickreall, OR  97371

Numerous parts available
clp_inc@msn.com

TEREX DOZER PARTS
����������!
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cHEcK 

US 

OUT 

ONLINE

AT:

LOGGERSWORLD.COM

(continued on Page 28

See “Journey”

Journey

(continued from Page 25)
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2016 John Deere 859M
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P.O.R.

2012 John Deere 959K
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P.O.R.

2005 John Deere 3554
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$120,000

2014 Koller K702 Yarder
$1-0@�=:��:
$375,000

1996 Madill 172 
Call for More Info.

2015 Cat 325D
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2013 Tigercat 610C
��			��;<�
P.O.R.
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(2) 
Thunder-
Bird 
6140’s

�:=4�$1-0@
&:��:

Call for
More Info.

1995
Thunder-
bird

TSY255

Call for
More Info.

MIKE (541) 954-7643 • ERIC (541) 206-2252 • DAN (541) 914-9222

�����7:>0.>;<=�)-@���>3191��!;13:9���
	�

������	������� ���
�������	����
��

2012 John Deere 2454
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$180,000

1995 Cat D5H TSK
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%?593��::8�
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tour program and so on. next day
i spent some time with Sherman
ousdale and viewed with apprecia-
tion his tremendous talent in mak-
ing signs. he said, “after 30 years
in the woods i finally found some-
thing i can do.” Sherman is one of
the dlS announcers and has been
involved with dlS ever since it
started. he told me that they had
a patch of woods available and it
had eight or 10 spar trees for the
deming logging Show growing
there and their intentions were to
make a park out of this woods and
start raising their own spar trees.
that is looking into the future and
that promises a future for the
dlS. this program deserves a
strong story all by itself.

Pure enjoyment every step of
the way. But not the end. i located
the crossroads restaurant, which
is across the street from the nook-
sack Valley high School. i went in-
to the room and there was a hand-
some young lady cleaning off a
table. her back was to me and i
walked up to her, poked her in the
back and asked, “do you feed hun-
gry people here?” She turned
around ready to snap my head off
and yelled “Finley” as she hugged

me. Surprised the restaurant peo-
ple but didn’t me. this lady was
lori Mckenzie, who is a blood rela-
tive--my granddaughter actually.
She is the owner of the crossroads
café and she and two other ladies
do a fine job of preparing and serv-
ing food. it was my pleasure that
evening to take her and her
daughter kari out to dinner. Son
eric had to play baseball. if you
are ever in the area, give this place
a try.

next day met dan Pietila for
breakfast and enjoyed the time
with dan. dan is a timber cutter
and a good one. i had to leave be-
fore i wanted to so i could get to
the dlS grounds and meet the
members of the work party there.
after that hied my vehicle and
body to Steve williamson’s and he
showed me how to file saws. what
i learned from Steve i’ll share with
you in another story. Steve and his
wife tammy were celebrating their
11th wedding anniversary that
day, May 2, 1992.

after leaving Steve i was over
200 miles from home and made it
there in four hours and eight min-
utes counting 45 minutes taken off
for lunch in everett.

you see---you can go Back! i do
it every year and enjoy and appre-
ciate it more year by year.

Rigging Shack

(continued from Page 25)

healthier environment, as well
as decreasing the risk of rag-
ing, out-of-control fires. Since i
care about the health of our
forests, and these things make
sense to me when explained in
a clear and concise way, sud-
denly controlled logging starts
to sound like a great idea.

Mainstream media, over the
past several decades, has cast
loggers into a preconceived
stereotype of the environmen-
tally-destructive ‘bad guy (or
gal).’ But this just isn’t so any-
more. universities across the
united States boast sophisti-
cated forestry programs, and
our understanding of forest
management and health has
accelerated enormously. Most
loggers today are well-educat-
ed and are providing us with

goods that we all very much
enjoy.

Progress forward for any in-
dustry, including logging, will
increasingly require the buy-in
of a broader segment of soci-
ety. People care about what’s
going on, and they’ve demon-
strated time and again that
they are willing to revoke an
industry’s social license to op-
erate with ruthless efficiency.
Much of resource america
views this as a threat, but it
doesn’t have to be. it just re-
quires taking the time to ex-
plain things and let go of pre-
conceptions. in fact, a passion
and willingness to care can
yield allies in the most unex-
pected of places. take, for in-
stance, yours truly. a logger
was willing to be my friend
and tell me his story, and that
was really all it took.

Journey

(continued from Page 25)

LOGGErS WOrLD would like to extend a special
Thank-You to

Writer Jessica Eise
for sharing her personal and heartfelt story of

working with Bruce Vincent, a third
generation logger from Libby, Montana.
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