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REPORTING IN FROM...

Sweet Home is located in Linn County, Oregon and has a population

of just under 9,000. It has nearby lakes, rivers and the Cascade 

Mountains. Settlers first arrived in the area in the early 1850s and the

Santian Wagon Road connected the Willamette Valley with central

Oregon in 1865. Nowadays, the timber industry serves a major part of

the town’s economy as timber companies and the US Forest Service

are the top employers. 

IN THIS ISSUE

ON THE FRONT: Stafford Reload’s newest
rig - a 2018 Kenworth W900B with Whit-
Log trailer driven by Leon Vineyard, gets
loaded on the landing in Northwestern
Oregon.
See “Going Places”
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STAFFORD RELOAD INC.
Steven Stafford has three W900B 

Kenworths hauling logs and one T800
with a lowboy. They help keep the logs
moving for his two cut-to-length sides
and other logging operations in the

area. Based in Sweet Home, Oregon,
Stafford drives when he can along with

Leon Vineyard and Jarrid McGee.
Stafford bought his first log truck in 2012

and has since grown his fleet as the 
demand increased.

SWEET HOME

OREGON

STAFFORD RELOAD INC.
SWEET HOME, OREGON
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STAFFORD RELOAD - SWEET HOME, OREGON

Going places

Stafford Reload keeps up with the
demand of two CTL sides and area

logging operations near Sweet Home

By Brandon Hansen

Photos by Stafford Reload
For Loggers World    

S
tafford Reload has some-
thing in common with a lot
of timber industry business-

es in that it is a family operation.
Beginning with Phillip Stafford
who hauled in the 70s and 80s
and originally began work as a
logger and then moved into truck-
ing. His son Steven now continues
the tradition with four trucks of
his own. 

The company isn’t just trucks,
however, as it has two cut-to-
length sides which have found a
niche in its base of operations
near Sweet Home, Oregon. Locat-
ed in Linn County, Sweet Home is
a town of just under 9,000 people
located by the intersection of Ore-
gon Route 228 and U.S. Route 20. 

With plenty of forestland near-
by, logging and log trucking is a
big economic driver in the town.
Some of the major employers in
the town are Cascade Timber
Consulting (a timber investment
management organization), Wey-
erhaeuser and the United States
Forest Service.

That’s what Stafford calls
home and he’s found a niche not
only hauling but doing cut-to-
length in an area where there is
not a lot of CTL operations. 

“I’m cutting to length while
there is a lot of other guys clear-
cutting,” Steven Stafford said. “A
lot of loggers have retired and not
a lot of new people have stepped
in so the cut-to-length market is a
very open market.” 

Steve first got his start driving

MOVING EQUIPMENT
Steven Stafford uses his 2006 
Kenworth T800 to haul his brand
new Ponsse Forwarder for the 
company’s cut-to-length sides.  

STEVEN STAFFORD
Steven Stafford began working
for a CTL operator and also
driving flatbed trucks. He now
wears many hats as the owner
of Stafford Reload Inc. 

(Continued on Page 8)

See “Stafford”
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INDUSTRIAL, LLC
LOG TRAILERS

CALL (208) 877-1714
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Thank you Jerry Philbrick
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THE NEW TRUCK
Stafford Reload just got their newest rig - a 2018 Kenworth W900B and Whit-Log trailer that Leon Vineyard will be driving. Or-
dered in January, the new truck got pinstriping from Paul Comeau and Vineyard hauled his first load of logs with the truck on June
3. “Steven was really cool, he called me up one day said meet me at my house we’re going to Portland to order a new truck,”
Vineyard said. “I got a lot of input on what I wanted on the truck for lights and chrome and stuff. We picked the colors out togeth-
er, we knew we wanted burnt orange when we were heading up there to order.”
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BUDDY TRUCKING
Steven Stafford does some buddy trucking with
dad Phillip in 2015. Phillip started out a logger
and began hauling in the 70s and 80s. 
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Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. All coverage subject to policy term
s.

 collect 
them all! collect 
them all!

Flexible 
payment plans

Downtime 
reimbursement

Online 
certificates

Flexible 
payment plans

Downtime 
reimbursement

Online 
certificates

hit the
road with:hit the
road with:

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

1-800-PROGRESSIVE PROGRESSIVE.com

DECKED OUT FOR THE PARADE
Leon Vineyard drives his Kenworth W900B in the 2016 Sportsman 
Holiday Parade in Sweet Home. Vineyard recently got a brand new 2018
Kenworth W900B to drive. There’s nothing better than cruising down the
road in the sunshine when everything is just polished and clean,” Vine-
yard said. “I also really enjoy the best early mornings and the scenery
that we get to see everyday, sunrises in the woods are the best.” 
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Sold & Serviced by
L&M Truck Sales, Inc.
4001 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
800-796-9813
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flatbeds when he was 24 years-
old, and began driving log
truck in 2011 for Burke Log-
ging - a company that he still
works with. He bought his first
log truck in 2012 and got his
first new truck a year later. 

In 2014, another opportuni-
ty arose as Wolfco was looking
to sell their cut-to-length side
and Stafford dove in. That has
since blossomed to a two-side
operation that features four
machines. 

“I talked with who they
were working for, Weyer-
haeuser, to give us a chance
and we kept working for them
along with picking up some
private jobs,” Stafford said.

Weyerhaeuser, which is one
the world’s biggest private
owners of timberland and with
over 20 billion dollars worth of
assets, keeps jobs going for
Stafford. 

On the hauling side,
Stafford first just had one
truck but expanded to two
when the work load increased

so he could haul for his own
company and for good friends
Burke Logging and McCullon
Logging. Stafford Reload also
does hauling for Weyco around
Springfield, Oregon with
sawlogs going to Santiam in
Lebanon and chipwood goes to
tops in Springfield. 

Now on the road, Stafford’s
fleet is three Kenworth
W900B’s with Whit-Log short
loggers, and a 2006 T800 with
a Kauffman lowboy trailer.         

“I like the look of Ken-
worths and wanted the longer
hoods since we have bigger
turnarounds anyways,”
Stafford said. “I’ve always been
driving Kenworths.” 

Stafford has also set up his
trucks to be quick changes to
be more versatile between long
and short loggers. 

Jarrid McGee and Leon
Vineyard are the ones in the
driver's seat for Stafford’s
trucks. 

Leon has been hauling for
two and a half years now and

Stafford

(Continued from Page 4)

(Continued on Page 13)

See “Stafford”

CO-PILOT
Leon Vineyard’s co-pilot Boomer sits at the
ready in the cab out in the woods.



LL
o

g
o

g
TT

r
u

C
k

e
r

r
u

C
k

e
r

J
u

l
y

2
0

1
7

9

9 40

��'������
�	���


���;���������
����������
�!1)-,4)$%����!,!$!

1-800-547-1315 503-288-6333

�

�������-/1+!,$��)'(4!5���-/1+!,$�������
	�

��$!"�����������������32+(:�6.47��4/+(:

WHOLESALE TRUCK PARTS & EQUIP.
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DETROIT SERIES “60”
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DUMP BOXES AVAILABLE, 14’ - 16’
CALL FOR PRICING!
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Pickup 

in Oregon
NO SALES TAX!

We Do 
Limited Installs

Like for Like

READY TO UNLOAD
Stafford Reload’s new
2018 Kenworth W900B
and Whit-Log trailer pulls
into the mill with a full
load.

FIRST TRUCK
This was Steven Stafford’s
first truck when he got his

start hauling with a
flatbed Kenworth T800. 
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• BUMPERS • STACKS • LED LIGHTS
• CHROME • FLAPS • FENDERSYour Home

for Chrome!

CHROME BUMPERS
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Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:30
Saturday: 9:00-1:00503-463-0500

WWW.TRUCKCHROME.COM�����	�������CATALOG!

LED WORKLIGHT
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Window Screens
in Stock!
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STARTING OFF 
FOR BURKE
Steven Strafford hauls a short log load off the landing for
Burke Logging when he first started with the short log haul-
ing in his Kenworth W900B. “I like the look of Kenworths
and wanted the longer hoods since we have bigger
turnarounds anyways,” Stafford said. “I’ve always been
driving Kenworths.” 

LOGGERSWORLD.COM

Log on and check our website out! 

subscribe to LW, check out past issues!

Advanced Hydraulic Supply
������������� �=�5'.4'���/13,#.&�������	
�

1-877-887-1730 • (503) 289-0354

9��40'1*/1��$1#2*/.��'2*23#.%'
9��-01/5'&��'15*%'� '-0'1#341'�3/���
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P.O. BOX 668 • WILBUR, OR 97494

������� (541) 673-1166
�
��	� 
������������������������ 1-800-452-1234

www.whitlogtrailers.com

���������

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Check out all the pictures and 

Like Our Page!

Warfield Limited, #��������!��!+,:7(/8.+*�'3*�!+��'/39+*�$./9��4-�"�$����
�43-��4--+7�'3*��'9)./3-� :/)0��.'3-+�#7:)0��6:/52+39���:8942��1:2/3:2��'(
!')0�� :/)0��.'3-+��38+79�"9/3-+7��'3*��:).��47+=Thanks Rob & Scott!!

S.A. Schuyler & Sons Inc., �%!#�� �!������!� �7'3*��+;�	����$./9��4-
"�$������43-��4--+7�;/9.��'9)./3-�#7:)0��6:/52+39���:8942��1:2/3:2��'(�!')0�
�4:(1+�#'5+7+*�"9/3-+7��'3*��:).��47+=Thanks Sid, Sidrick, & Clayton!!

Duane Rawe, #���������� �!� �7'3*� �+;� 	����$./9��4-� "�$����
�43-��4--+7�;/9.��'9)./3-�#7:)0��6:/52+39���:8942��1:2/3:2��'(�!')0�
�4:(1+�#'5+7+*�"9/3-+7��'3*��:).��47+=Thanks Duane!!

Reeves Trucking Inc., !����!���!�� �7'3*��+;�	����$./9��4-�"�$����
�43-� �4--+7� ;/9.� �'9)./3-� #7:)0� �6:/52+39�� �:8942� �1:2/3:2� �'(� !')0�
�4:(1+�#'5+7+*�"9/3-+7��'3*��:).��47+=Thanks Robin!!
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#2

RANDOM TRUCK SHOTS Have a photo of your truck?
Send it to

kevin@loggersworld.com

While shooting pictures at the Deming Log Show, I ran across this interesting old ‘77 Kenworth
C 500 self loader. I haven’t seen many set up like this.  Turns out, this is owned by the cutter that
was on last month’s Loggers World cover, Nick DeKriek. In addition to his day job, Nick uses this
truck for logging and firewood projects in his spare time. Nick said the C 500 came out of Alberta,
Canada.  By the way, Nick was being assisted for the day by his cousins, Sierra and Isaac. 
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FOR LOGGING OR DUMP TRUCKS

FENDER KITS
�.),$+%��-2,1%$�&-/��%+&��1%%/),'
�25)+)!/6��5+%0���3!)+!"+%�4)1(
�),01/2#1)-,0�1-�),01!++�)1�6-2/0%+&

-/�4%�#!,�$-�)1�&-/�6-2�

WE SELL and
INSTALL THEM!

CALL US!

P.O. Box 5701 503-363-0892
Salem, OR 97304 fax 503-362-5435

���������

With Rebuilt Axle or your Axle.
Call for your Application

IInn SSttoocckk NNooww !!
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NEW Silent Drive 
Ultra Flex Series UF-1013-1B
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MIKE LOBB

#3
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ON THE MOVEON THE MOVE
Steven Stafford picks up his new Ponsse 

forwarder with his 2006 Kenworth T800 and a Kauffman
lowboy. Stafford is up on the bunks while his dad Phillip is

down on the ground.  Phillip hauled in the 70s and 80s and
originally began working as a logger and then moving into
trucking, his son Steven now continues the tradition with

four trucks of his own. 
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before that he drove dump
trucks while building log roads. 

“Steven is really cool guy to
work for, he’s so laid back and
relaxed, he doesn’t get excited
about too awful much,” Vine-
yard, who is working for Stafford
on his second go around, said.
“Anything we ever want or need
he either gets it for us or tells us
to run and grab it, he usually
chuckles at me when I tell him I
need some new lights or
chrome.” 

Stafford also drives for the
company when needed and
wears many hats for the
company. 

“I mainly drive lowboy here
and there and drive log truck
when I’m not bidding on jobs and
filling out contracts,” Stafford
said. 

When he started out after
high school he worked for a cut-
to-length company that gave him
experience operating a forwarder
as well. That comes in handy
since he owns a 2015 John Deere
1510E forwarder, a Ponsse Buf-
falo forwarder, a 2015 John
Deere 270E harvester and a
2017 John Deere 270G harvester
he purchased at a logging show.

Operating for Stafford is
Bruce Macleod, Chris Looney,
Chuck Thomsen and Jared Bur-
cham.

“The operators know where
to go and do a good job, they like

to bounce around in what they’re
operating so things don’t get
old,” Stafford said. 

They primarily haul to Wey-
erhaeuser and Interfor mills in
the area and due to their prox-
imity they can get three to four
loads of wood in a day. The cut-
to-length sides also work on lots
of private jobs during the sum-
mer. 

“Normally we’re within one
hour of Sweet Home, Stafford
said. “We’ve had a lot of work
close to home, except for some
work in Yamhill County which is
a little further away.” 

For maintenance the trucks
are under warranty and they
just got their newest rig - a 2018
Kenworth W900L that Leon will
be driving. Ordered in January

,the new truck got pinstriping
from Paul Comeau and Vineyard
hauled his first load of logs with
the truck on June 3. 

“Steven was really cool, he
called me up one day said meet
me at my house we’re going to
Portland to order a new truck,”
Vineyard said. “I got a lot of in-
put on what I wanted on the
truck for lights and chrome and
stuff. We picked the colors out
together, we knew we wanted
burnt orange when we were
heading up there to order.”

The truck is clean and pol-
ished now and the challenge be-
comes how clean Vineyard can

Stafford

(Continued from Page 8)

(Continued on Page 14)

See “Stafford”
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WE OFFER:
•General Truck

Repair
•Complete Diesel 

Engine Service
Cat - Cummins - Detroit 

•Hendrickson
Rebush Center
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• Log Trucks
• Dump Trucks
• Tow Trucks
• Truckers General Liability & Cargo Available
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• DOT Fuel Bonds
• Chip Trucks
• Sand & Gravel Trucks
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keep it. 
“There’s nothing better than

cruising down the road in the
sunshine when everything is just
polished and clean,” Vineyard
said. “I also really enjoy the best
early mornings and the scenery
that we get to see everyday, sun-
rises in the woods are the best.” 

Stafford gets machines from
Papé and Ponsse while getting
hose from Pacific Rubber in Eu-
gene. Melcher Logging has also
sold Stafford Reload a harvester
and has been a huge help with
knowledge as they were one of the

first companies in the area to be-
gin doing CTL. 

So on the trucking side,
Stafford is able to keep building
hauling for his CTL operations
and for other companies. Since
the CTL market is going strong in
his area, he’s able to keep his
sides busy as well. For the long-
time driver and logging company
owner, it’s all a good day’s work. 

“I just enjoy being out in the
woods and it’s been a great job,”
Stafford said. “If you put in a
hard day’s work, it really seems
to go by fast.”  

Stafford

(Continued from Page 13)
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JARRID MCGEE
Stafford Reload Inc.’s Jarrid McGee
puts on wrappers after loading his
2014 W900B Kenworth short logger.
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CUSTOM BUILD or EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE

#
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GEAR BOX Inc.

Let us Lower Your Cost Per Mile 
with our 

High Quality Time & Material Rebuilds
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MILLER TRUCK SALVAGE L.L.C.
DIESEL TRUCKS & PARTS
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PHILLIP STAFFORD
Phillip Stafford makes a haul in his 1978 Kenworth.

Originally a logger, Stafford got into log trucking
and that found its way into the interests of his son

and the family name continues on in the timber in-
dustry. Stafford will celebrate his 70th birthday in
July. Steve first got his start driving flatbeds when

he was 24 years old, and began driving log truck in
2011 for Burke Logging - a company that he still
works with. He bought his first log truck in 2012

and got his first new truck a year later. 
In 2014, another opportunity arose as Wolfco was
looking to sell their cut-to-length side and Stafford

dove in. That has since blossomed to a two-side 
operation that features four machines. 
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KENWORTH T800
4-AXLE CHASSIS
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View Our Aftermarket Hoods Online @ www.washingtontruckrebuilders.com

JULY SPECIALS JULY SPECIALS
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HOOD NEED REPAIRED? CALL US FOR A QUOTE! 
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Cummins N14
Celect
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NEW CUMMINS
ISX 450 TIER 1 ENGINE

$23,500
�*���

Over 350 New, Rebuilt & 
Used Hoods in Stock!

We are your Hood Specialists!
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$28,000 

2005 Pete 378 8 Used 
24.5 Bud 

Steel Wheels
& Tires 

$100.00
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TONY STACY

BREAKING THE NEW TRUCK IN
The 2018 Kenworth W900B with Whit-Log trailer gets one of its first loads out on the jobsite in
Western Oregon. Leon Vineyard drives the truck and has been with Stafford Reload for two years.
Stafford’s fleet is three Kenworth W900B’s with Whit-Log short loggers, and a 2006 T800 with a
Kauffman lowboy trailer. They keep busy hauling for Stafford’s cut-to-length sides, Burke Logging
and McCullom Logging. 
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www.LOG

TRUCKER.COM

Check Us Out 

ONLINE!

LEON VINEYARD
Stafford Reload Inc.’s Leon
Vineyard puts on wrappers af-
ter getting loaded up on one of
Stafford’s landings.  Stafford
first just had one truck but ex-
panded to two when the work
load increased so he could
haul for his own company and
for good friends Burke Log-
ging. Stafford Reload does
hauling for for Weyco around
Springfield, Oregon with
sawlogs going to Santiam in
Lebanon and chipwood goes
to tops in Springfield. 
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(800) 622-5170 • (360) 736-3344
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2004 Serco 160 Self
Loader, �75620� /-+,6� &%4� �
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FILTERS
Air • Fuel • Water • Oil • Hydraulic
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Williams Oil Filter Service Co.
WOFSCO, INC.
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