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SCOTT ELDRIDGE TRUCKING

Reporting from Grangeville, Idaho
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REPORTING IN FROM...

Grangeville is the county seat of Idaho County in the north 
central part of the state and has over 3,140 residents. Nearby 
is the Clearwater, Snake and Salmon River. There is also hiking
in the Nez Perce National Forest, the Gospel Hump 
Wilderness and Hells Canyon. The city also operates a ski
area. Timber harvesting and the U.S. Forest Service is a major
source of employment for the town. 

IN THIS ISSUE

ON THE FRONT: Scott Eldridge stands in
front of his new 2018 Kenworth W900L.
Eldridge has been driving since the 1980s
and this photo was taken by wife Lisa 
Eldridge. 
See “Always in Motion ”

starting on Page 4
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SCOTT ELDRIDGE

TRUCKING
Scott Eldridge has been driving since

the 1980s and currently has two trucks
in Grangeville, Idaho. Fellow driver

Dave Davies handles a 1996 Kenworth
T800 while Scott drives a 2018 

Kenworth W900L. Grangeville has
many forests in the area so Eldridge
keeps the timber rolling to mills in the

area while his wife Lisa does the books
and keeps everything in order. 

GRANGEVILLE

IDAHO

SCOTT ELDRIDGE TRUCKING

19. ADVERTISERS INDEX
WE’VE GOT WHAT YOU WANT
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4 SCOTT ELDRIDGE TRUCKING - GRANGEVILLE, IDAHO

ALWAYS IN MOTION

Story by Brandon Hansen

Photos by Lisa Eldridge
For Loggers World  

When it comes to Grangeville
Idaho, the timber industry still
contributes mightily to the 3,600
people who make up the town’s
economy. Mills have become
sparse in the region, but
Grangeville has managed to hold
on to a mill owned by Idaho For-

est Group that employs a share of
residents from the surrounding
area.

It also gives log truckers like
Scott Eldridge a good base of op-
erations for his two-truck compa-
ny. The outdoors are pretty close
to town as there is the nearby
Clearwater-Nez Perce National
Forest and the Gospel Hump
Wilderness. Grangeville also op-
erates the Snowhaven ski area for

winter recreation. 
It’s no surprise then that peo-

ple find employment in the timber
industry and the U.S.F.S. 

Eldridge’s father, grandfather
and uncles were all employed in
the timber industry and he natu-
rally became a stump bumper out
of high school.

He decided stump bumping
was not his cup of tea and went
on to work for Commercial Tire

for a few years driving truck.  The
city life really was not for him
and he decided to give log truck-
ing a try. In the late 80’s he went
to work for Jerry Ikola logging out
of McCall, Idaho driving a late
60’s A-model with a 5x4 transmis-
sion, and worked for him for
about 10 years. 

(Continued on Page 14)

See “Eldridge”

SCOTT ELDRIDGE
Scott Eldridge began log trucking in the 1980s
and decided he’d rather do that than stay in
one place too long. He has two Kenworths and
hauls out of Grangeville, Idaho.        

In North Central Idaho, Scott Eldridge keep logs moving 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBPAGE WITH BACK ISSUES AND CONTACT INFO >> WWW.LOGGERSWORLD.COM
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Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. All coverage subject to policy term
s.

 collect 
them all! collect 
them all!

Flexible 
payment plans

Downtime 
reimbursement

Online 
certificates

Flexible 
payment plans

Downtime 
reimbursement

Online 
certificates

hit the
road with:hit the
road with:

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

1-800-PROGRESSIVE PROGRESSIVE.com

DAVE DAVIES
Scott Eldridge met Dave when they were doing
transfer loads in Oregon. Davies joined Scott
two years ago when he moved over to Deary,
Idaho and Scott bought a second truck.        



LL
o

g
o

g
TT

r
u

C
k

e
r

r
u

C
k

e
r

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

2
0

1
7

6

   

Sold & Serviced by
L&M Truck Sales, Inc.
4001 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
800-796-9813
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Several  Used Sercos Avai lable

I-5 Exit 263
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Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:30503-463-0500
WWW.TRUCKCHROME.COM��

�
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$89.95CHROME SPRING
LOGGER HANGERS

PAIR

Your Home
for Chrome! • BUMPERS • STACKS • LED LIGHTS

• CHROME • FLAPS • FENDERS

CHROME BUMPERS
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Sale!

LED WORKLIGHT
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• 15 oz.
• Quarts 
• 1/2Gallons
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Diesel Treat
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NATIONAL FORESTS
Idaho isn’t sparse on the scenic views. Near
Grangeville is the Nez Perce and Clearwater
National Forests, and a bulk of the 
employment of the town comes from 
timberland and the United States Forest Service.  
(Photos from the US Forest Service)
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P.O. BOX 668 • WILBUR, OR 97494

������� (541) 673-1166
�
��	� 
������������������������ 1-800-452-1234

www.whitlogtrailers.com

���������

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Check out all the pictures and 

Like Our Page!

Leeway Logging Inc, $��������"� �8(4+��,=�	����%/0:��5.��;9:53��54.
�5.�#/58:� �5.�!;0*1� �/(4.,�$8;*1� �7;063,4:�� ",-;8)09/,+� #/58:� �5.�$8(02,8�
�;9:53��()�"(*1��(4+��;*/��58,?Thanks Dewey & Jason!!

Wyss Logging Inc., &������� %�� �8(4+� �,=� 	����%/0:��5.� #�%����
�54.��5..,8�=0:/��(:*/04.�$8;*1��7;063,4:���;9:53�:08,9�80+,9�-58�9:(*104.�254.
25..,8�(4+�6;6�:8(02,8��(4+��;*/��58,?Thanks Jeff & Andy!!

Iron Triangle LLC, ���� ��&���"� �8(4+��,=�	����%/0:��5.�#��
����;9:53
#/58:� �5..,8� =0:/� �(:*/04.� $8;*1� �7;063,4:�� �;9:53� #:,,2� �()� "(*1�� �;9:53
�/853,��;36,8���;9:53�,<,8>:/04.��,:*���Thanks Russ, Ronnie, & Dwagg!!

Iron Triangle LLC, ���� ��&���"� �8(4+��,=� 	����%/0:��5.� #��
����;9:53
#/58:��5..,8�=0:/��(:*/04.�$8;*1��7;063,4:���;9:53�#:,,2��()�"(*1���;9:53��/853,
�;36,8���;9:53�)2(*1�=/,,29���2(*1,+�5;:��,:*���Thanks Russ & Ronnie!!

��������������	
�������
�������


#1

FAMILY TIES
Jared and Megan Eldridge. Jared is
Eldridge’s youngest son and
worked in a truck shop in North
Dakota for a short time. He also
enjoys working on the company
trucks and has been an integral
part of keeping the Eldridge’s
trucks healthy.   
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TRANSMISSIONS
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0 �	��� �	��+�2���042)'5)(������������������
����

�!0,042)'5)(�
0 
����-''%(+�/)'+� ��
�� "/!$ (#"
0 
����-''%(+��3604�*11( �����������������������
�
0��-''%(+������	�+"*%"+ ������������������������
������������������������������������	
���"/!$ (#"
0��������"��%-)4��*11(�3600)3 ������	���
0 ��
 	���+2���.18�/,.)4 ��������������������
��
0 �	����
����	"��	���������"/!$ (#"
0 ����	 ���+2���3604�*11(�������������
���

���
��
��� ��������42(��6..)3�
�1'-8)..4�10��������Parting Out

ENGINES / TRANSMISSIONS
Check With Us Before You Buy!
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MILLER TRUCK SALVAGE L.L.C.
DIESEL TRUCKS & PARTS

�
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“Specializing in ’70’s thru 90’s”

(503) 283-1797
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800-439-9073 208-267-6215

Highway traction & front wheel 
steering application.
* Scan Trac is the lightest 
chain of its kind on the market. 
It’s made exclusively of the 
best alloys.
* Wear bars maintain exellent 
grip and increase durability.
* Cam tighteners in side rails 
ensure quick installation and 
snug fi t.
* Verticle crossers enhance
smooth ride and improved
stability around curves.
* Scan Trac is cost effective
choice for highway truckers.
* Use 6mm hooks 479008
with replacement sections.

Scan Trac
5mm - 3/16"

Super 2000
7mm-9/32"

Super 2000
Nickel & oversized square studs 
increase grip, lightness & strength. 
Steel made w/Chrome, Nickle & 
Manganese alloyed with Boron 
then hardened in high tech furnaces 
makes it possible to produce a 
“super tough” light weight” chain.
Good news for drivers weary of 
struggling with heavy chains!

9mm - 11/32''

7mm - 9/32""

Hybrid
8mm-5/16"

Truck chains with HUGE SQUARE 
Studs! Super 2000 6mm side 
chain and 8mm hooks provide 
strength without weight. The 
next generation, aggressive in 
appearance and performance.

10mm - 3/8''

8mm - 5/16""

Super 2000 Grizzly
7mm-9/32"

Grizzly, the “Sledgehammer” in 
the light & strong ‘S2000 family! 
Same dimensions and high quality 
materials - plus crosschains on 
every second side chain link!

Super Duty
9.5mm-3/8" SUPER DUTY. The ultimate in traction & durability.

* cross chain hooks & side chains made of hardened 
Grade 80 steel.
* cross chains are case hardened and through 
hardened creating a level of strength and toughness 
that is unmatched.
* hardened boomers vouch for a chain of superior 
quality.

Square Ice
7mm - 9/32", 8mm - 5/16"

Square Ice cross chains are made with Nickle 
Manganese and Boron to provide excellent resistance to 
wear. The square wire links bite into ice and hard pack 
on highways and secondary roads. A reliable and cost 
effective choice for highway truckers and delivery 
vehicles, or anyone driving where chains may be 
required.

DEREK, OLIVER AND ERIN
Derek, Oliver and Erin Eldridge. Derek is Scott’s oldest
son. Derek has plans of learning the log trucking business
this spring and driving for Scott. “It is nice to see our son
show interest in what we are doing,” Lisa Eldridge says.       
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1-800-547-1315 503-288-6333
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WHOLESALE TRUCK PARTS & EQUIP.

	�������
��
NORTHWEST HEADQUARTERS
&-/��������+"�� ���%������ �"� ��

��"�� "������ �� ���!
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REBUILT  TRANSMISSIONS
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DETROIT SERIES “60”

�+*+)�������$��;$��1,.1+4��7'.0'(0+��
%.5-��'/+4���22*��21*.5.21

CAT
C-15
6NZ

!+7+3'0
!.1,0+
"63(24�
����	

�����
��
�28��.0+4� CALL!

Pickup 
in Oregon

NO SALES TAX!
We Do 

Limited Installs
Like for Like

We Buy
Running, Wrecked, 
End of Life Trucks, 
and Stand Alone 

Parts, Too!

2018 KENWORTH W900L
Scott getting loaded with the company’s
new 2018 Kenworth W900L out on one
of Al Peneda Logging’s landings.        
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MIKE LOBB

#3

�(2'�-4$0����7$ 01�-%�*$,#(,&�2-�2'$�%-0$12�.0-#3"21�(,#31207�
�()$�" ,�-%%$0�1-*32(-,1�%-0� **�-%�7-30�$/3(.+$,2�,$$#1���(1
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BUSINESS
EQUIPMENT

LOANS

�' 2�5-3�,$$#�,-4�4(**� %%$"2�'-4�5-30�!31(,$11�&0-41�
�
���	�������
����
������

���
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FOR LOGGING OR DUMP TRUCKS

FENDER KITS
�.),$+%��-2,1%$�&-/��%+&��1%%/),'
�25)+)!/6��5+%0���3!)+!"+%�4)1(
�),01/2#1)-,0�1-�),01!++�)1�6-2/0%+&

-/�4%�#!,�$-�)1�&-/�6-2�

WE SELL and
INSTALL THEM!

CALL US!

P.O. Box 5701 503-363-0892
Salem, OR 97304 fax 503-362-5435

���������

With Rebuilt Axle or your Axle.
Call for your Application

IInn SSttoocckk NNooww !!


��������������

�������������
������������
����������
����������
	�������

�20.%,0)-,�!,$��)/��!/10�),
�1-#*�!,$��3!)+!"+%��-4�

�21(-/)7%$������������%!+%/�
�%�#!//6�.!/10�!,$�./-3)$%�0%/3)#%
&-/�!++�6-2/����������8,%%$0

NEW Silent Drive 
Ultra Flex Series UF-1013-1B

HOW SCOTT GOT STARTED...
Scott first began driving a Kenworth late 60s A-Model with a
5x4 transmission for Ikola. After working for about a decade
for Jerry Ikola Logging, he went into flatbedding for a while

and also worked at the sawmill. Not one to stay in one spot for
a long period of time, he got back into trucking by hauling for
Tom Merrick in Grangeville and in 2013 he set out on his own

with Scott Eldridge Trucking.  
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A BRIEF LOOK AT SCOTT ELDRIDGE TRUCKING

- Company is based in Grangeville, Idaho - a town of 3,600 people

- Scott Eldgridge has been been log trucking in the 1980s.

- Started driving a 1960’s A-model with a 5x4 transmission

- Owns a 1996 Kenworth T800 and a 2018 Kenworth W900L 

- Hauls for Al Pineda Logging abd Pineda Bros. Logging - both out of Kamiah, Idaho

- Hauls logs around Idaho to Grangeville, Lewiston, Weippe, Tamarack and in Washington to Clarkston.

- Also does hauls for Jeff Adams, Deep Creek Logging, Jesse Geis, the Defords and Luke Zacharias.

- Scott bought first truck in 2013. 

- Dave Davies drives for Scott and the two met 20 years ago while doing transfer loads

- Lisa Eldridge does the books for the company. Both her and Scott are very community involved.

- Scott helps with Grangeville Border Days, Idaho’s oldest rodeo. 
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CUSTOM BUILD or EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE
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GEAR BOX Inc.

Let us Lower Your Cost Per Mile 
with our 

High Quality Time & Material Rebuilds
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HOW SCOTT GOT STARTED
In the late 80’s, Scott went to work for Jerry Ikola logging out

of McCall Idaho driving a late 60’s A-model with a 5x4 
transmission, and worked for him for about 10 years. An 

opportunity to move back to his home town brought him to
work for Dean Rowan as both a log hauler and a flat bed 

driver. Being tired of missing out on watching his boys grow
up, he took a job at the sawmill for a few years. Not one to
stay in one spot for a long period of time, he got back into

trucking by hauling for Tom Marek in Grangeville. In 2013 he
set out on his own with Scott Eldridge Trucking LLC.  



CONFIDENT YOU ARE HAULING A FULL LOAD THAT IS SAFE
AND LEGAL EVERYTIME ALLOWS YOU TO BE IN CONTROL OF 
YOUR TIME AND EXPENSES.

DON’T LEAVE YOUR PROFIT IN THE WOODS.

LOADMAN ONBOARD SCALES HELP YOU HAUL SMARTER
BY MAXIMIZING EACH LOAD AT THE SITE, PREVENTING
INEFFICIENT TRIPS CAUSED BY UNDERLOADING.

LEARN MORE: CALL 1.888.562.3626 OR VISIT WWW.LOADMAN.COM
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WHERE DOES SCOTT AND DAVIES GO?
Scott and Davies haul around Idaho to mills in Grangeville, Lewiston,
Weippe, Tamarack and Clarkston Washington and have spent some
time in Oregon as well. They have picked up loads from several 
different contractors when work is light with their regular hauls.    



An opportunity to move back
to his home town brought him
to work for Dean Rowan as both
a log hauler and a flat bed driv-
er. Being tired of missing out on
watching his boys grow up, he
took a job at the sawmill for a
few years. Not one to stay in one
spot for a long period of time, he
got back into trucking by haul-
ing for Tom Marek in
Grangeville. In 2013 he set out
on his own with Scott Eldridge
Trucking LLC. Now thirty years
later, he and fellow driver Dave
Davies keep their long loggers
on the road while Scott’s wife
Lisa keeps the company run-
ning at the office.

Scott bought his first truck
in 2013, a 1996 Kenworth T800
from a friend in New Meadows
and two years ago put Dave
Davies in this truck and pur-
chased a 2005 379 Pete out of
California for himself to drive.
Then in May of this year, he de-
cided to upgrade the Pete to a
brand new 2018 Kenworth
W900L because the Pete re-
quired way to much mainte-
nance. He hauls logs for Al
Pineda Logging, a high-lead out-
fit, while Dave hauls for Pineda
Bros Logging, all out of Kamiah,
Idaho.

“Al is a great guy to work for
and a very hard worker,” Scott
said. I’ve been with him since I
bought my truck.”

Scott and Davies haul

around Idaho to mills in
Grangeville, Lewiston, Weippe,
Tamarack and Clarkston Wash-
ington and have spent some
time in Oregon as well. They
have picked up loads from sev-
eral different contractors when
work is light with their regular
hauls, working for Jeff Adams,
Deep Creek Logging, Jesse Geis,
the Defords and Luke Zacharias
out of Oregon as well as several
others.

While hauling out of the
Pierce-Weippe area, Scott is
able to haul two loads a day and
may get three loads a day on
jobs closer to Grangeville.         

“The Idaho Logging Associa-
tion is trying to keep the trucks
to a 12 hour day and we’re try-
ing to stick to that,” Eldridge
said. “Most of the trucks here
are long loggers. You don’t see
an abundance of pup trailers
around here.” 

Mills in the area have
dropped in numbers, meaning
Scott can be, on average hauling
150 to 200 miles a round to the
mill.

“Generally we take care of all
the maintenance ourselves, but
if we have something big motor-
wise, we take it to Bell Equip-
ment here in Grangeville,” Scott
said. Chad Beibow has been a
life saver for us, keeping the
trucks on the road with as little
down time as possible.”

Eldridge’s youngest son
Jared, who worked in a truck
shop in North Dakota for a
short time, also enjoys working

on the trucks and has been an
integral part of keeping the
trucks healthy. 

Jared is very knowledgable
and keeps the wheels turning
for the company.

In the office, Lisa handles
the books, doing payroll and
permits and paying the bills,
while their accountant takes
care of the tax side of things.
Lisa has been doing this since
Scott set out on his own in 2013.

Both Scott and Lisa said
they’ve seen how the industry
has seen ups and downs, noting
that this next generation seems
somewhat light in terms of
numbers.

“There are few mills left and
a lot of logging to do out there,”
Lisa said. Some of the logs we
are hauling are from burns from
two years ago and that is push-
ing it on their value. It seems
like there’s lots of work to do
but it’s getting tougher to find
people to do it.

Lisa’s dad was a timber faller
and he used that to supplement
the family ranch. Lisa said she
fears that this way of life is be-
coming more rare.

“We need people in these jobs
that keep the country turning
and it seems these days that
schools don’t really teach kids to
go into fields like this,” Lisa
said. 

Davies joined the company
two years ago. Eldridge first
met him 20 years ago, when he
was doing transfer loads to Ore-
gon. Davies was in Burns, Ore-
gon but has since relocated to
Grangeville.

“He’s a great driver, a hard
worker and he doesn’t beat up
the equipment at all. He treats
it like he owns it,” Scott said. 

Along with owning a truck-
ing company, Scott helps with
the Grangeville Border Days,
which is Idaho’s oldest rodeo.

He has been a part of this for
about 13 years.

Along with that, Scott and
Lisa enjoy the outdoors, they
enjoy hunting, fishing and
camping. That’s also why he
keeps log trucking.

“I just enjoy being in the
woods and it’s just something
I’ve always done.” Scott said. “I
do a lot of camping and other
things out there, it’s just where
I want to be.”

Lisa said it’s always nice be-
ing self employed as well. 

“We put the business first and
then ourselves,” Lisa said. “We
make sure the business is run-
ning first before we do some-
thing for ourselves.”

They do a lot of business with
Idaho Truck and Kenworth out
of Lewiston as well as Partsway,
Bell Equipment and Lauers
Welding in Grangeville. Both
Ken and Elroy Lauer are great
fabricators for local truckers
and loggers.

“That’s who we depend on
and they do a great job,” Lisa
said. “they also happen to be our
neighbors. Ken does a lot of
work on most of the trucks
around here and he’s one of the
important parts of this commu-
nity.”

The community which relies
on farming and logging, allows
for a place Scott can still haul
logs down the road. His oldest
son Derek has plans of learning
the tree trucking business this
spring and driving for Scott. “It
is nice to see our son show inter-
est in what we are doing,” Lisa
says.

While some mills might fade,
it seems logging is still a way of
life for Scott and Lisa and they
might eventually pass it down
to their sons and continue the
timber tradition in Grangeville.
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WE OFFER:
•General Truck

Repair
•Complete Diesel 

Engine Service
Cat - Cummins - Detroit 

•Hendrickson
Rebush Center
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$1575
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Ask for Tim  • 503-245-3345 or 888-821-4717 •  Tigard, Oregon
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�T.W. MORGAN INSURANCE SERVICES
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• Log Trucks
• Dump Trucks
• Tow Trucks
• Truckers General Liability & Cargo Available
• Short & Long Haul Trucking ���������������������������������������

• DOT Fuel Bonds
• Chip Trucks
• Sand & Gravel Trucks

90% of Our Quotes Save Our Callers $$$WHAT ABOUT YOU?
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Eldridge

(Continued from Page 4)
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Advanced Hydraulic Supply
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1-877-887-1730 • (503) 289-0354
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800-786-6463 *�(360) 532 4600

Stop by and ask for the
"LOGGER'S SPECIAL"
for thisDD

TRAEGERTRAEGER
JUNIOR JUNIOR 

PROPRO
pellet grillDD

We have Stihl & Husqvarna chainsaws,
a full wire rope & rigging shop,  

work clothes, calk boots, and much more.

#1

ALL SMILES
Scott (right) and Al Pineda’s loader operator
Julio converse during one of Scott’s hauls out
in the woods.   
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16 TONY STACY

SHAKING THE TONGS
Before the evolution of log grapples, the first being cable, then hydraulic, the job of shaking the tongs was a
necessary step in loading logs.  The term “second loader” was often given to that position.  The head loader
worked the log deck, and the second loader was on the truck or railcar.  This is a fine example of “shaking
the tongs” or unhooking them from the log.

BLAST FROM THE PAST
BY QUINN J. MURK FOR LOGGERS WORLD
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CALL (208) 877-1714
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INDUSTRIAL, LLC

LOG TRAILERS

Let Us 
BBuild You 

a BRAND NEW
ALPINE Trailer
����
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����������
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�

�������������
����
��Alpine!
Happy Thanksgiving

THE LOG BRIDGE
We don’t see many of these around anymore, but log bridges were once common.  This style was
probably the one most used on the West Coast. In my collection of photos, this type of log bridge
ranges from California north to Alaska.  I’m not aware of too many in the pine country out West,
but properly built of fir, redwood or spruce these structures could withstand a heck of a load.
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THE HORIZONTAL CAPSTAN YARDER
This is a nice view of a rather rare horizontal Capstan Yarder working in Redwood country.  You will notice that the log being yard-
ed is peeled, making it easier to move.  You will also note that the fell and bucked logs on the left hand side of the picture are al-
ready peeled, and that the bark peelers haven’t gotten to the logs to the right yet.  This old style of ground lead logging was hard
work, especially if the crew had to drag the line back out to the next log. Not many of these types of machines were built, as their
working range was quite limited.  They always had to be in line with their pull.  The vertical spool was far more common and a lot
easier to use..

BLAST FROM
THE PAST
CONTACT 
QUINN:  

VIA EMAIL
ktmurk

@centurylink.net

Or by Mail at:  

P.O. Box 319, 

Siletz, OR 97380
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KC TRUCK PARTS

Advanced Hydraulic and
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Alpine Industrial LLC ......17

Business Equipment
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Log Trucker
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Miller Truck Salvage LLC..8
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Scheller Diesel Service...14

Schott Parts &
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AdverTISerS INdex

2917 Kenworth 900B
Model, ��!��5..+/3���������($23
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Air • Fuel • Water • Oil • Hydraulic
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Williams Oil Filter Service Co.
WOFSCO, INC.
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