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FROM CUTTING TO DRIVING
Kurt Prater spent

decades cutting and

now he’s on the road
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REPORTING IN FROM...

Judith Gap is a town of 126 people in central Montana’s
Wheatland County. The town is located in the historic Judith
Gap which is a small gap between two mountain ranges that
seperate Central Montana from Southern Montana. The gap
was used by settlers and Native Americans for centuries.
Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce used it in 1877 during the
tribe’s flight to Canada.

IN THIS ISSUE

ON THE FRONT:Kurt Prater calls a 2016
T800 Kenworth for Miller Trucking his
home office these days. He spent two
decades cutting out in the Pacific North-
west.
See “CUTTING AND SHIFTING ”

starting on Page 4

2. REPORTING IN FROM...

4. CUTTING AND SHIFTING
KURT PRATER.  by Brandon Hansen
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KURT PRATER
Growing up in Washington State, Prater spent

two decades cutting big timber in the Pacific
Northwest, Wyoming and California. Prater

went to work in the natural gas fields for several
years before doing heavy haul trucking for

Robinson Construction. Eventually he found
his spot in the driver’s seat of a 2016 T800 
Kenworth for Miller Trucking. He’s been 

working for the company for the past five years. 

JUDITH GAP

MONTANA
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CUTTING AND SHIFTING

Story by Brandon Hansen

Photos by Kurt Prater
For Loggers World   

K
urt Prater is a cutter at

heart and a truck driver

by trade.

The timber industry vet

currently hauls for Miller

Trucking out of Judith Gap,

Montana but knows a thing or

two about getting a log on his

trailer. Prater began cutting in

the 1970s when a friend  began

a timber faller business.

Growing up in Washington

State, Prater spent two

decades cutting big timber in

the Pacific Northwest,

Wyoming and California. Back

before the spotted owl tied up a

lot of timber in the area,

Prater said he remembers the

big trees that made logging an

impressive sight to see while

logging in Washington and

Oregon. 

Along with that, he said that

doing some cutting for a Utah

ski resort resulted in him see-

ing some of the limbiest timber

he’d ever seen. 

Prater started in the 1970s,

back when guys had to do the

cutting with a chainsaw in-

stead of a machine. There was

no processors to speak of, so a

guy with a Stihl and a bar was

the way to get a log ready for

hauling.  

“You’d have to have some-

body fall it and then another

person buck it,” Prater said.

“That kind of work keeps you

in pretty good physical condi-

tion” 

While a tree that doesn’t al-

ways behave like it should pro-

vides some danger for the fall-

er, Prater said cutting crews

he was part of always had a lot

of pride working on the steep

ground they seemed to tackle.

The was an old joke that said if

a cutter isn’t running for his

life, he isn’t working hard

enough - but safety was never

a laughing matter for Kurt. 

“There’s a danger factor and

you’ve got to be very aware,”

he said. “Getting a little more

(Continued on Page 8)

See “Prater”

THE BIG RED ONE
Kurt Prater drives a 2016 T800 Kenworth
with a self loader for Miller Trucking out
of Judith Gap, Montana.        

KURT PRATER - JUDITH GAP, MONTANA

- Kurt Prater began cutting in the 1970s when a friend 

began a timber faller business.

- Prater grew up in Washington State and spent two

decades cutting in the Pacific Northwest, Wyoming and

California.

- Prater spent years in the natural gas fields and doing

heavy haul trucking.

Kurt Prater has spent years as a cutter and now drives a self loader for Miller Trucking
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IN THE LOADER SEAT
Kurt Prater loads up poles
with his truck’s self loader.
When it came to learning
how to drive truck, Prater
learned from Pace Biorn and
said a lot of things were com-
mon sense things and there
was a bit of self-teaching go-
ing on as well. 
“The biggest adjustment was
the amount of travel and not
getting sleepy,” Prater said.
He would go back to haul for
natural gas companies for al-
most a decade in Montana
before eventually finding his
spot in the driver’s seat of a
2016 T800 Kenworth for
Miller Trucking. He’s been
working for the company for
the past five years.  
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Sold & Serviced by
L&M Truck Sales, Inc.
4001 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
800-796-9813
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Several  Used Sercos Avai lable
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Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:30503-463-0500
WWW.TRUCKCHROME.COM���
�������CATALOG!

$89.95CHROME SPRING
LOGGER HANGERS

PAIR

Your Home
for Chrome! • BUMPERS • STACKS • LED LIGHTS• CHROME • FLAPS • FENDERS

CHROME BUMPERS
�!���/!������� ��������� �.'*!+,��

�	2���2����3��	�2���		2
��	��� ��� ���� ��� ��" �����
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Sale!

(���$�������(�����#�%�"���$'��(�����"��#�����
• 15 oz.
• Quarts 
• 1/2Gallons

������	
�����

��#���"�������&�������

Diesel Treat

#2
�$-#�,*+$("�#�("!+,

�.-�()��#+)'!�&$"#-�#)& !+

IN STOCK!

Tire 
Chains

���
�	������Now Stocking 

Batteries

LIFE AS A CUTTER
Prater started in the 1970s, back when guys

had to do the cutting with a chainsaw instead
of a machine. There were no processors to

speak of, so a guy with a Stihl and a bar was
the way to get a log ready for hauling. “You’d

have to have somebody fall it and then another
person buck it,” Prater said. “That kind of work

keeps you in pretty good physical condition” 
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P.O. BOX 668 • WILBUR, OR 97494

		
��� (541) 673-1166
���
�� ������ ������������������ 1-800-452-1234

www.whitlogtrailers.com

���������

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Check out all the pictures and 

Like Our Page!

Miller’s Trucking Inc., �$��#� �� �� �#� �7(3+� �,<� 	���
"�%������43-��4--,7�8,9�:5�94�5:11�5:5�.45�43�(3+��(9*./3-�#7:*0/3-
�6:/52,39���Thanks Tony & Susan!!

Timberline Logging Inc., "%��# �������!� �7(3+��,<�	����%./9�
�4-� "�%����� �43-� �4--,7� </9.� �(9*./3-� #7:*0� �6:/52,39�� �:8942
�1:2/3:2��()�!(*0�(3+��:*.��47,>Thanks Ted!!

David Kehr, #���������� �!� �7(3+� �,<� 	���� %./9��4-� "�%����� �43-
�4--,7�</9.��(9*./3-�#7:*0��6:/52,39���:8942�"9,,1��()�!(*0���4:)1,�#(5,7,+
"9/3-,7���:8942�1/-.9�)(78��(3+��:*.��47,>Thanks David!!

Fall Creek Logging Inc., �����"���!� �7(3+��,<�	����%./9��4-�"�%����
�43-� �4--,7� </9.� �(9*./3-� #7:*0� �6:/52,39�� �:8942� "9,,1� �()� !(*0�� �4:)1,
#(5,7,+�"9/3-,7��!,24;()1,��.(/3��(3-,78��(3+��:*.��47,>Thanks John!!

��������������	
�������
�������

Happy New Year!
�����!������������
������������

LINED UP
Prater spent many years
hauling for natural gas com-
panies for almost a decade
in Montana before eventual-
ly finding his spot in the
driver’s seat of a 2016 T800
Kenworth for Miller Truck-
ing. He’s been working for
the company for the past
five years. Log truck compa-
ny owner Tony Miller keeps
his fleet of trucks running
from Montana, and Prater
said there’s no better boss. 
“He’s really good and he
runs good equipment and
everybody keeps it clean”
Prater said. “They’re all
good people and they
spoiled me with this new
truck.” 
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FOR LOGGING OR DUMP TRUCKS

FENDER KITS
�.),$+%��-2,1%$�&-/��%+&��1%%/),'
�25)+)!/6��5+%0���3!)+!"+%�4)1(
�),01/2#1)-,0�1-�),01!++�)1�6-2/0%+&

-/�4%�#!,�$-�)1�&-/�6-2�

WE SELL and
INSTALL THEM!

CALL US!

P.O. Box 5701 503-363-0892
Salem, OR 97304 fax 503-362-5435

���������

With Rebuilt Axle or your Axle.
Call for your Application

IInn SSttoocckk NNooww !!
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�%�#!//6�.!/10�!,$�./-3)$%�0%/3)#%
&-/�!++�6-2/����������8,%%$0

NEW Silent Drive 
Ultra Flex Series UF-1013-1B

Advanced Hydraulic Supply
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1-877-887-1730 • (503) 289-0354
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NEED PARTS?

#4

production isn’t forward los-

ing your life.”

Prater cut in western

Washington and down in

Oregon in areas like Rosen-

berg. He also cut around Mt.

St. Helens before and after

the volcano decided to erupt

in the middle of prime tim-

berland.  

Prater learned about cut-

ting alongside Dean Robin-

son, Wayne Burkey, Leon

Evans and Bob Thayer pick-

ing up on things like work-

ing on steep ground and not

crossing up timber.

When work couldn’t keep

him going in Wyoming,

Prater went to work in the

natural gas fields for several

years before doing heavy

haul trucking for Robinson

Construction.

When it came to learning

how to drive truck, Prater

learned from Pace Biorn and

said a lot of things were

common sense things and

there was a bit of self-teach-

ing going on as well. 

“The biggest adjustment

was the amount of travel

and not getting sleepy,”

Prater said.

He would go back to haul

for natural gas companies

for almost a decade in Mon-

tana before eventually find-

ing his spot in the driver’s

seat of a 2016 T800 Ken-

worth for Miller Trucking.

He’s been working for the

company for the past five

years. 

A good chunk of his haul-

ing are poles, which can go

up to 110 feet. They become

really in demand when ex-

treme weather damages

power poles in other state.

Because of this he has

hauled poles to North Dako-

ta, South Dakota, Nebraska,

Prater

(Continued from Page 4)

(Continued on Page 13)

See “Prater”

DEAN ROBINSON
Dean Robinson helped show Prater the ropes of cutting in the
1970s. Prater and Robinson spent many years cutting. He was
killed but is still remembered fondly. 
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��&������
�	���

���:���������
����������
�!1)-,4)$%����!,!$!

1-800-547-1315 503-288-6333
�
�������-/1+!,$��)'(4!5���-/1+!,$�������
	�

��# !�����������������21*'9�5-36��3.*'9

WHOLESALE TRUCK PARTS & EQUIP.

	���������
NORTHWEST HEADQUARTERS
&-/��������+"�� ���%������ �"� ��

��"�� "������ �� ���!
!++�/!1)-0��!++��020.%,0)-,0��/%"2)+1�'%!/(%!$0

�6.!/10�!3!)+!"+%����CALL NOW!

REBUILT  TRANSMISSIONS
 "������
 �����������
����
 "�����
 �����������
�
��
 "�����
 �����������
����
 "������
 �����������
����
 "������� �����������	����

 "������� ���������	���
 "������� �������
�	��
 "�������� �������
����
 "��������� ���������
��
 "���	����� ���������	�

DETROIT SERIES “60”

�+*+)�������$��;$��1,.1+4��7'.0'(0+��
%.5-��'/+4���22*��21*.5.21

CAT
C-15
6NZ

!+7+3'0
!.1,0+
"63(24�
����	

�����
��
�28��.0+4� CALL!

Pickup 
in Oregon

NO SALES TAX!
We Do 

Limited Installs
Like for Like

We Buy
Running, Wrecked, 
End of Life Trucks, 
and Stand Alone 

Parts, Too!

PARKED FOR NOW...
Prater’s truck sits for now... “We do a
lot driving and can end up going 700
miles or 10 hours driving and then head
back for another load,” Prater said. 
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MIKE LOBB

#3

 )3(�.5%1����8%!12�.&�+%-$)-'�3.�3(%�&.1%23�/1.$4#32�)-$42318�
�)*%�#!-�.&&%1�2.+43).-2�&.1�!++�.&�8.41�%04)/,%-3�-%%$2���)2
%7/%1)%-#%�,!*%2�3(%�/1.#%22�2),/+%�!-$�3),%�2!5)-'�

�%6����2%$�����
�%!+%1�.1��1)5!3%��!138
�%!2.-!+�!-$��--4!+
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�3!13�4/2
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BUSINESS
EQUIPMENT

LOANS

�&�1�4,2�+##"�+,3�3'))��$$#!1�&,3�4,2/� 20'+#00�%/,30�
����	�����������������
���
��
������
������

TRANSMISSIONS

0������������������������������������������������������
�
0������������������������������������������������������
�
0������
��� ������������������������������������������
0������	��
 ���������������������������������������
��
0������	��� ���������������������������������������
��
0������������ ��������������������������������������
0���������� ������������������������������������
�

ENGINES 
0 �	��� �	��,�3���153)'6)(������������������
����

�!1-153)'6)(�
0 ����-''%(+�0)',� ��
�� "/!$ (#"
0 
����-''%(+��4715�+22( �����������������������
�
0��-''%(+������	�+"*%"+ ������������������������
������������������������������������	
���"/!$ (#"
0��������"��%.)5��+22(�4711)4 ������	���
0 ��
 	���,3���/29�0-/)5 ��������������������
��
0 �	����
����	"��	���������"/!$ (#"
0 ����	 ���,3���4715�+22(�������������
���

���������� ����9�4)6%4()4����
53(������������Parting Out

ENGINES / TRANSMISSIONS
Check With Us Before You Buy!

�������� ����	��� � ��� ���	����� ����

 �� ����	�	� ��	��

MILLER TRUCK SALVAGE L.L.C.
DIESEL TRUCKS & PARTS

�
��
�����������������0��������������������
“Specializing in ’70’s thru 90’s”

(503) 283-1797

��������
����

�700-15�
�
�53(��

��	�	53(5�
� *,%(#��-,

���
�����

�������
53(�*7//)4�
�����
������

� *,%(#��-,

���
����
�)&.)�
���53(

�7//)4���.
�2'.9)//
(&/�/2'.

� *,%(#��-,
������)&.)�
/29�0-/)


�����%6�
�
�53(

�7//)4����	
�%6215�

� *,%(#��-,

����������� ��������53(��3-')4�
�3-')4�4)%45 Parting Out

DIFFERENT TYPES OF BIG LOGS
From the big timber Prater used to deal with when he was
cutting to the long 110-foot poles Prater hauls around the
states - it seems no matter where you go in the timber 
industry you end up dealing with some big logs!
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ALL STACKED UP
Some handy work by Prater
having all these logs laid out
for someone to come along
and log. Prater learned about
cutting alongside Dean Robin-
son, Wayne Burkey, Leon
Evans and Bob Thayer picking
up on things like working on
steep ground and not crossing
up timber.

�"��$�(.-�(.+������
%#'��( ��.&)��(0�,

��%%� (+���*.(-��-(��1�

���&�'. ��-.+���2,�+/#���
�#'�(%'��(!��+�#%�+,
��+-,��2��+/#����"()�

�/�#%��%�� (+�&(,-��+�'�,

�.�.+'�
�  #��

��1'���#'��+!
��������
�	
������	������


�%�-����,��
�#%-����,��
�(($%# -,��
�+.,,��'��
�#%-��+�#%�+,

���%���'�,�"� $��(�'+ ��(��$��
��$�'�"�,�"� $��(*&&" �(��

&"�(#���*)) $���
()%�!�()��"���$��&'%&�$�
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����������������������������	�������������
��
���,�, ��,*  ,���.$,����(!!�������,���# #�&$+�����

(360) 748-8350������"�������� %�"�
�$#��+���& ��+
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CUSTOM BUILD or EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE

#
1

GEAR BOX Inc.

Let us Lower Your Cost Per Mile 
with our 

High Quality Time & Material Rebuilds


$"%!�(��� "���
��(�& �!����) !�

�# (�
$"�'�* (����
��
�����������
������	�������

LOADING THINGS UP
Prater spends a good chunk of his time hauling poles,
which can go up to 110 feet. They become really in de-
mand when extreme weather damages power poles in
other state. Because of this he has hauled poles to North
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, Oregon,
Nebraska and Wyoming. 

��
���������� ����
�����������
��	


541-928-3483
541-223-1665

Call 
Cleta Gannon

�

�������	��� ��	���2++(,0��	��0.#�
4(1'�
�0.#��/$ /�$,#0�-,�. #�020.$,0(-,

REDUCED TO
$31,000 

�$3(0$#� #�%-/
�$"$+!$/�
�	�

(002$
��"-*2+,�(,"'$0

�	�




CONFIDENT YOU ARE HAULING A FULL LOAD THAT IS SAFE
AND LEGAL EVERYTIME ALLOWS YOU TO BE IN CONTROL OF 
YOUR TIME AND EXPENSES.

DON’T LEAVE YOUR PROFIT IN THE WOODS.

LOADMAN ONBOARD SCALES HELP YOU HAUL SMARTER
BY MAXIMIZING EACH LOAD AT THE SITE, PREVENTING
INEFFICIENT TRIPS CAUSED BY UNDERLOADING.

LEARN MORE: CALL 1.888.562.3626 OR VISIT WWW.LOADMAN.COM
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Colorado, Oregon, Nebraska

and Wyoming. 

Montana, itself, isn’t a

small state by any stretch of

the imagination. 

“We do a lot driving and

can end up going 700 miles or

10 hours driving and then

head back for another load,”

Prater said. 

One difficult part is the

midwest weather which can

sometimes throw heavy snow

on the roads, requiring

changes. 

“It was a bit spooky at first

with the sliding,” Prater said.

“We’ll get down to 30-40 below

around here but we haven’t

had much of that for the last

several years.” 

Montana’s a bit more flat,

at least on the east side, pro-

viding a bit different scenery

than the mountainous Tim-

berlands that his hometown of

Enumclaw usually provided. 

“I miss all the timber in

Washington but there is a lot

of overpopulation,” Prater

said. “We miss the scenery

and my wife and I miss seeing

Mt. Rainier.” 

Still Prater gets to see

scenery in the midwest and

he’ll haul poles about 90 per-

cent of the time and logs the

other 10 percent. 

“I’ve gone to Texas after

tornadoes with poles as well,”

Prater said. “There seems to

be a big demand after a big

weather event happens.” 

Log truck company owner

Tony Miller keeps his fleet of

trucks running from Montana,

and Prater said there’s no bet-

ter boss. 

“He’s really good and he

runs good equipment and ev-

erybody keeps it clean” Prater

said. “They’re all good people

and they spoiled me with this

new truck.” 

Along with hauling, Prater

has been married to wife

Theresa for 24 years, and the

two have two kids and four

grandchildren. Prater said he

enjoys hunting and fishing

when he has some spare time.

“I like being back in a log

truck to go up in the woods

where you kind of do you own

thing,” Prater said. “It’s a bit

like cutting in that way. It’s

good work and hard work.” 

Prater said he liked work-

ing with Bob Thayer out of

Washington State, rigger Jeff

Capone for Greenwater and

fellow driver Todd Lapp. Leon

Evans was also a heck of a

cutter that Prater worked

alongside that has since

passed. 

While he’s not tracking

down trees in the bush, Prater

continues to be a part of a tim-

ber industry, hauling around

Montana and as a longtime

cutter, he appreciates the op-

portunity “to do his own

thing.”

Prater

(Continued from Page 8)

www.LOG

TRUCKER.COM

Check Us 
Out ONLINE!
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WE OFFER:
•General Truck
Repair

•Complete Diesel 
Engine Service
Cat - Cummins - Detroit 

•Hendrickson
Rebush Center

�+")���$+#/'"(0,+�
����$/'$0
�.2!)'6$/��$!*0

�"��"!*)$��'#��( %&"()
�������� ��
���

�������� ����������
�������

�!/��'+0��41/!

$1575

������&� ���'����%�# �� #�����!# �������"�!�

�� $����� ��������!����"����(������ ���
Ask for Tim  • 503-245-3345 or 888-821-4717 •  Tigard, Oregon


����������	�����������������
��������������T.W. MORGAN INSUR

ANCE SERVICES

���������

• Log Trucks
• Dump Trucks
• Tow Trucks
• Truckers General Liability & Cargo Available
• Short & Long Haul Trucking ���������������������������������������

• DOT Fuel Bonds
• Chip Trucks
• Sand & Gravel Trucks

90% of Our Quotes Save Our Callers $$$WHAT ABOUT YOU?

&���	����
������������������	'

READY TO HEAD OUT 
Along with hauling, Prater has been married to wife
Theresa for 24 years, and the two have two kids and four
grandchildren. Prater said he enjoys hunting and fishing
when he has some spare time. “I like being back in a log
truck to go up in the woods where you kind of do your
own thing,” Prater said. “It’s a bit like cutting in that way.
It’s good work and hard work.” 
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800-786-6463 2�(360) 532 4600
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#2

CHIPS FLYING!
Prater cut in western Washington and down in Oregon
in areas like Rosenberg. Prater also cut around Mt. St.
Helens before and after the volcano decided to erupt
in the middle of prime timberland. Since beginning
work for Miller Trucking, he has hauled poles to North
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, Oregon,
Nebraska and Wyoming. 
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LEARNING 
HOW TO
HAUL
When it came to
learning how to drive
truck, Prater learned
from Pace Biorn and
said a lot of things
were common sense
things and there was
a bit of self-teaching
going on as well. 
“The biggest adjust-
ment was the amount
of travel and not get-
ting sleepy,” Prater
said.

www.LOG

TRUCKER.COM

Check Us Out ONLINE!
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CALL (208) 877-1714
	�����$#��!�*��$ #!��(� �0�������(.�
�����!�*/������
�	


������������������������� 	����������	�����
���
��

INDUSTRIAL, LLC
LOG TRAILERS

����	���������

�������������������	����

UP HIGH
While he’s not tracking
down trees in the
brush, Prater continues
to be a part of a timber
industry, hauling
around Montana and as
a longtime cutter, he
appreciates the oppor-
tunity “to do his own
thing.”
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KENWORTH T800
4-AXLE CHASSIS
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Hendrickson Haul-max 
walking beam susp.

7 Trucks
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$55,000
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����
�1

FOCUS ON
SAFETY

While a tree that doesn’t
always behave like it

should provides some dan-
ger for the faller, Prater

said cutting crews he was
part of always had a lot of
pride working on the steep

ground they seemed to
tackle. The was an old joke

that said if a cutter isn’t
running for his life, he isn’t
working hard enough - but
safety was never a laughing

matter for Kurt. 
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(800) 622-5170 • (360) 736-3344
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2012 Peterbilt 388, ���

� &-��	�� /-#����(� #!)�� ),"($./��  '.
.'#$�
�����$+$. )�0.).��), #$#� +#�.$ #3
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1995 Peerless Log
Trailer, ���2���++�%%��-'$+����+,�!�
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907-329-2003 
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FILTERS
Air • Fuel • Water • Oil • Hydraulic
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Williams Oil Filter Service Co.
WOFSCO, INC.
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