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RAY WARNER 
TRUCKING

FROM
FRENCHTOWN,

MONTANA
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FEATURED IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE

IN THIS ISSUE

ON THE FRONT: Ray Warner loads his
own truck - a 1995 Kenworth W900L with
a Peerless trai ler. Warner loads for
Salmon River Wood while owning two
trucks driven by Shane and Mike Guthrie.
See “Loading and Log Hauling” starting
on Page 4
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Ray Warner has been driving truck
since 1965 and currently has two 1995

Kenworth W900Ls with Peerless 
Trailers based out of Frenchtown, 

Montana. Warner loads these trucks
working for Salmon River Wood,

owned by Joe Fraser.  

RAY WARNER
TRUCKING

FRENCHTOWN

MONTANA

Frenchtown is a small town in Montana with a population of 1,825. A post office
called Frenchtown was first established in 1868 and a large share of the early 
settlers in the area were French Canadians. Located in Missoula County, it’s part
of the Missoula Metropolitian Area. Missoula was originally part of Washington
Territory when the county was incorporated in 1860. Missoula became part of 
Montana Territory in 1864 after being signed into law by Abraham Lincoln. 
According to the 2010 census, there were 109,200 people in the county and the
area’s economy is diverse as a regional trade center, the University of Montana,
regional hospitals. The U.S. Forest Service is also a major employer. 
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Photos by Shane Guthrie

Story by Brandon Hansen
For Loggers World

The big spaces of Montana
mean that log truckers there
might have to drive a little
longer, but many will tell you it’s
well worth the view. 

For long-time Frenchtown log
truck driver Ray Warner, it has
been a way of life in Big Sky
country. The owner of Ray Warn-
er Trucking near Missoula has
been driving truck since 1965
and is still out in the woods, al-
though he’s running loader now
while his drivers Mike and
Shane Guthrie drive his two
1995 Kenworth W900L trucks
with Peerless trailers. 

“I really appreciate all the
people that have helped me out
throughout the years,” Warner
said. “I’ve been really lucky to
have two good drivers that help
things run smoothly.” 

Warner started out like
many, with father Buster Warn-
er in the log trucking business so
he saw the ropes of the industry

up close and personal. 
“My dad had trucks all the

time when I was growing up,”
Warner said. “It was just fun be-
ing on the mountain when we
were kids and we’d help him on
the weekends and pack around
wrenches.” 

He learned to drive a log
truck at an early age around
Bozeman, and his dad eventually
moved over to Missoula and after
a few years Ray began hauling
full-time for people around the
Missoula area in 1970 and got
his first truck in 1975. 

His first truck was a 1969 Pe-
terbilt with a 92 Detroit Diesel
engine and a 13-speed transmis-
sion. 

Warner cut his log trucking
teeth with George Thomas, who
is now a retired log trucker. The
two grew up in the same neigh-
borhood in Missoula and would
help each other with their
trucks. 

His brother Sonny Warner
also got into the log truck busi-
ness as well. 

Through the years, Ray also

got into the loader seat quite a
bit. Many times he would be
asked to pick up a load where
he’d show up to the landing, load
himself and head off. While he
always had one truck, a fellow
log truck driver was retiring
around 2006 and Warner bought

his truck, expanding his opera-
tion to two. 

“I replaced the trucks over the
years, I would find good buys
with older trucks and kept them
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CUSTOM BUILD or EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE

GEAR BOX Inc.

Let us Lower Your Cost Per Mile 
with our 

High Quality Time & Material Rebuilds
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(Continued on page 7)

See “Warner”

LOADING
and log 
hauling

RAY WARNER TRUCKING - FRENCHTOWN, MONTANA

Ray Warner loads his own trucks as a 50+ year veteran of the Montana timber industry

GETTING UNLOADED
Shane Guthrie gets his 1995 Ken-
worth 900L unloaded at the mill,
Guthrie is a driver for Frenchtown’s
Ray Warner.
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P.O. BOX 668 • WILBUR, OR 97494

������� (541) 673-1166
�
��	� ������������������������ 1-800-452-1234

www.whitlogtrailers.com

���������

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Check out all the pictures and 

Like Our Page!

Chuck L Transportation, ���"��#��� ��� �7(3+� �,;� 	���� !�%����� �43-
�4--,7� ;/9.� �(9*./3-� "7:*0� �6:/52,39�� �:8942��1:2/3:2� �()�  (*0�� !/3-1,� "(5,7�
�.(/3��(3-,78��!5(7,�"/7,��(77/,7��(3+�2:*.�247,���Thanks Tristan!!

Scott McDonald, ������#����� � �7(3+��,;�	����%./9��4-�!������";4��<1,
!.479��4--,7�(3+��(9*./3-�"7:*0��6:/52,39���:8942��1:2/3:2��()� (*0���:8942
"7(/1,7�!9(3+���4:)1,�"(5,7,+�!9/3-,7��(3+��:*.��47,>Thanks Scott!!

B&M Logging, �������!��%�� �7(3+��,;�	����%./9��4-�"%!�
���".7,,
�<1,� �43-� �4--,7� ;/9.��(9*./3-� "7:*0� �6:/52,39�� �:8942� !9,,1� �()�  (*0�
�:8942�1/-.9�)(78��(3+��:*.��47,>Thanks Jeff!!

Mike Pihl Logging, $� �������� � �7(3+��,;�	����%./9��4-�!�%����
�43-� �4--,7� ;/9.� �(9*./3-� "7:*0� �6:/52,39�� �:8942� �1:2/3:2� �()�  (*0�
!/3-1,�"(5,7���.(/3��(3-,78��(3+��:*.��47,>Thanks Mike!!
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MIKE GUTHRIE
Mike Guthrie, brother of Shane, stands in front of Ray
Warner’s 1995 Kenworth 900L with Peerless Trailer. Both
of Warner’s trucks are the same setup as they haul all
around Montana and the Pacific Northwest.
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Advanced Hydraulic Supply
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NEED PARTS?

#4

• BUMPERS • STACKS • LED LIGHTS
• CHROME • FLAPS • FENDERSYour Home

for Chrome!
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I-5 Exit 263
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Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:30503-463-0500
WWW.TRUCKCHROME.COM��

�	�����CATALOG!

SPRING HANGERS

$89.95PAIR

LED WORKLIGHT
�#"&�"$���""����$%�"!%
��������������' �!
SALE $13.85 ea

Come in 
for all your clean and

polish needs!

CHROME BUMPERS
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READY TO ROLL
Ray Warner’s 1995 Kenworth 900L sits at the ready 
after getting its Peerless trailer loaded. Shane Guthrie drives the
truck and Warner loads both trucks for White Salmon Wood.



on the road,” Warner said. 
Warner has a shop in French-

town and can do a lot of the
maintenance work himself. He
also uses Brett Collins of C&C
Contracting in Townsend, Mon-
tana. 

“I’ve rebuilt motors, done
rear-ends and transmissions,
those trucks take quite a bit of
money to keep running but it’s a
lot better than worrying about a
payment every month,” Warner
said. 

In 2000, Warner got out of
the logging truck and began op-

erating a loader full-time. He
was a bit leary of doing loader
work as sometimes that left him
empty-handed, but Missoula log-
ger Joe Fraser of Salmon River
Wood asked him to do the job
and after some deliberation (us-
ing the age-old logger term “I’ll
think about it.”), Ray agreed. 

The joke between Fraser and
Warner now is that Ray had to
think about it for a while. 

“He has treated me really
well and he’s one of them most
honest loggers I know,” Warner
said. 

Warner now operates a 2015
Doosan and loads his own trucks
along with others. His trucks

primarily haul for Salmon River
Wood and there is no shortage of
work. 

“He keeps me pretty busy
and going full-time,” Warner
said. “We haven’t had much of a
spring breakup as of late and he
seems to be able to keep us
working and we usually don’t
slow down for more than a few
weeks.”

Weather can be an issue in
Montana, particularly the win-
ter variety.

“We can have some terrible
winters up here,” Warner said.
“We’re hauling up by White Sul-
fur Springs and they were clos-
ing the highway this winter be-

cause of severe conditions. The
drives are longer too, going 130-
140 miles to get to a job is a
pretty normal distance now with
all the mills spread out.” 

Warner said he used to have
spring breakup to break down
the trucks and build them back
up as sort of a refurbishment for
the year. Salmon River has been
so busy he hasn’t been able to do
that lately.

“One time I broke down my
truck and Joe called me the next
day and said he had work,” Ray
said. “So I don’t do that any-
more.” 
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(Continued from page 4)

(Continued on page 8

See “Warner”



With the big distances of Mon-
tana, they sometimes just spend
five-six days near the jobsite and
go home for the weekend. With
the Guthries driving Ray’s 1995
Kenworth W900Ls with Peerless
log trailers, they haul right
alongside Fraser’s trucks and
other independent drivers - al-
though those are becoming
tougher to come by.

“Everybody does a good job
around here helping one anoth-
er. If you need a load they’ll
come to you or help you out,”
Warner said. “It’s a good bunch
of people and a lot of loggers and
drivers around here know each
other.” 

Working for Salmon River
has taken them into Washing-
ton, Idaho and all over Montana. 

“We have been doing a lot of
forest service and state sales,”
Warner said. “Joe seems to bid
quite a few forest service jobs.” 

He also stays busy running
his own business, always run-
ning parts and helping keep his
trucks on the road. For his parts,

he goes to Kenworth Inland
Parts and for tires he goes to
Townsend Tires and Les Schwab
in Missoula. His daughter Jen-
nier Warner-Loterbauer also
does all the bookwork for the log
truck company. 

Warner used to have two
Harley Davidson, and also en-
joyed hunting, usually trekking
out into the woods with a mule
while doing it. Running your
own company while also working
for a logging operation can eat
up your time, and Ray has found
himself pretty busy now. He’s
pretty busy in his scarce free
time keeping up with all his
grandkids. One is a college
wrestler while another one of his
grandkids is a mechanic and
Ray said hopefully that will
translate into his grandkid
working on his trucks. 

Since starting out with his
1969 Peterbilt, the industry has
no doubt changed throughout
the years but Warner is still a
part of the Montana logging
scene, and he still knows how to
keep log trucks rolling on the
long roads in Big Sky country. 
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A Great Gift!

Warner

(Continued from page 7)

CHECK US 
OUT ONLINE!
Look through back copies of Loggers

World and Log Trucker Magazine. 

Get advertising and subscription 

information and drop us a line 

about story ideas! We’re always looking

for loggers and truckers to do feature

stories on.

www.LOGGERSWORLD.com
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WHOLESALE TRUCK PARTS & EQUIP.

	���������
NORTHWEST HEADQUARTERS
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REBUILT  TRANSMISSIONS
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DETROIT SERIES “60”

�+*+)�������$��;$��1,.1+4��7'.0'(0+��
%.5-��'/+4���22*��21*.5.21

CAT
C-15
6NZ

!+7+3'0
!.1,0+
"63(24�
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�����
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�28��.0+4� CALL!

Pickup 
in Oregon

NO SALES TAX!
We Do 

Limited Installs
Like for Like

We Buy
Running, Wrecked, 
End of Life Trucks, 
and Stand Alone 

Parts, Too!

MONTANA SKY
The sun setting (or rising) is quite a sight in Big Sky
Montana. Not a bad view from the office! 
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800-439-9073 208-267-6215

Highway traction & front wheel 
steering application.
* Scan Trac is the lightest 
chain of its kind on the market. 
It’s made exclusively of the 
best alloys.
* Wear bars maintain exellent 
grip and increase durability.
* Cam tighteners in side rails 
ensure quick installation and 
snug fi t.
* Verticle crossers enhance
smooth ride and improved
stability around curves.
* Scan Trac is cost effective
choice for highway truckers.
* Use 6mm hooks 479008
with replacement sections.

Scan Trac
5mm - 3/16"

Super 2000
7mm-9/32"

Super 2000
Nickel & oversized square studs 
increase grip, lightness & strength. 
Steel made w/Chrome, Nickle & 
Manganese alloyed with Boron 
then hardened in high tech furnaces 
makes it possible to produce a 
“super tough” light weight” chain.
Good news for drivers weary of 
struggling with heavy chains!

9mm - 11/32''

7mm - 9/32""

Hybrid
8mm-5/16"

Truck chains with HUGE SQUARE 
Studs! Super 2000 6mm side 
chain and 8mm hooks provide 
strength without weight. The 
next generation, aggressive in 
appearance and performance.

10mm - 3/8''

8mm - 5/16""

Super 2000 Grizzly
7mm-9/32"

Grizzly, the “Sledgehammer” in 
the light & strong ‘S2000 family! 
Same dimensions and high quality 
materials - plus crosschains on 
every second side chain link!

Super Duty
9.5mm-3/8" SUPER DUTY. The ultimate in traction & durability.

* cross chain hooks & side chains made of hardened 
Grade 80 steel.
* cross chains are case hardened and through 
hardened creating a level of strength and toughness 
that is unmatched.
* hardened boomers vouch for a chain of superior 
quality.

Square Ice
7mm - 9/32", 8mm - 5/16"

Square Ice cross chains are made with Nickle 
Manganese and Boron to provide excellent resistance to 
wear. The square wire links bite into ice and hard pack 
on highways and secondary roads. A reliable and cost 
effective choice for highway truckers and delivery 
vehicles, or anyone driving where chains may be 
required.

TRANSMISSIONS
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ENGINES 
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ENGINES / TRANSMISSIONS
Check With Us Before You Buy!
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MILLER TRUCK SALVAGE L.L.C.
DIESEL TRUCKS & PARTS

�
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“Specializing in ’70’s thru 90’s”

(503) 283-1797
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MONTANA SNOW
Snow is a common sight when logging in Montana.
Can’t afford to take a snow day! 



Thank you Tiger Trucking for the
purchase of a new ALPINE Mule Train

CALL (208) 877-1714
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LOG TRAILERS
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FULLY LOADED
Ray Warner’s 1995 Kenworth 900L with Peerless trailer heads
down the road  Shane Guthrie drives the truck and Warner
loads both trucks for White Salmon Wood. “I really appreciate
all the people that have helped me out throughout the years,”
Warner said. “I’ve been really lucky to have two good drivers
that help things run smoothly.” 



LL
o

g
o

g
TT

r
u

C
k

e
r

r
u

C
k

e
r

A
p

r
il

2
0

1
8

12

Sold & Serviced by
L&M Truck Sales, Inc.
4001 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
800-796-9813
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Several  Used Sercos Avai lable
DEWEY FISCHER
This purple Kenworth T800 is driven by Dewey
Fischer and is owned by CCC - Collins Custom
Contracting out of Townsend, Montana.



LL
o

g
o

g
TT

r
u

C
k

e
r

r
u

C
k

e
r

A
p

r
il

2
0

1
8

13

SOME LOADS ARE TOO HEAVY. SOME LOADS ARE TOO LIGHT. 
WITH LOADMAN MY LOADS ARE JUST RIGHT

KNOW YOUR WEIGHT AT THE TIME OF LOADING. IT’S THAT SIMPLE.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW ONBOARD SCALES CAN HELP YOUR OPERATION 
BECOME MORE EFFICIENT - CALL 888-562-3626 OR VISIT WWW.LOADMAN.COM

O N B O A R D  S C A L E S
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COLLINS CUSTOM CONTRACTING
A CCC Western Star heads down the road 
after getting loaded by Ray Warner. 
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800-786-6463 2�(360) 532 4600
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Ask for Tim  • 503-245-3345 or 888-821-4717 •  Tigard, Oregon
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• Log Trucks
• Dump Trucks
• Tow Trucks
• Truckers General Liability & Cargo Available
• Short & Long Haul Trucking ���������������������������������������

• DOT Fuel Bonds
• Chip Trucks
• Sand & Gravel Trucks

90% of Our Quotes Save Our Callers $$$WHAT ABOUT YOU?
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LOOKING GOOD
Ray Warner’s 1995 Kenworth 900L with Peerless trailer
heads down the road  “I replaced the trucks over the years,
I would find good buys with older trucks and kept them on
the road,” Warner said. 

Warner has a shop in Townsend, Montana and can do a lot
of the maintenance work himself. 

“I’ve rebuilt motors, done rear-ends and transmissions,
those trucks take quite a bit of money to keep running but
it’s a lot better than worrying about a payment every
month,” Warner said. 
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BUDDY ON BOARD
Ray Warner’s 1995 Kenworth 900L with Peerless trailer has a special passenger
while Shane Guthrie drives it. Ray can be seen on the right loading the vehicle in
a 2015 Doosan for Salmon River Wood, owned by Joe “He keeps me pretty busy
and going full-time,” Warner said. “We haven’t had much of a spring breakup as
of late and he seems to be able to keep us working and we usually don’t slow
down for more than a few weeks.” 
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SCOTT NORQUIST
The self loader is an owner-operator Scott Norquist out of Livingston, Montana and is also the truck
that Shane Guthrie modeled his wooden self loader model after. 

  
 

 
   

    

  
      

       

  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 

 
Computerized Accounting/Reporting Systems for

TRUCKERS - LOGGERS - MILLS
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Ticket Tracker
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Of�ce Equipment Company
PH (541) 342-3325 • FX (541) 343-8210

2300 OAKMONT WAY  SUITE 100  EUGENE OR  97401

TICKET TRACKER WILL...
Job/Destination Report
Trucker/Contractor Report
Contractor Billing Statement
Trucker/Driver Statement
Job Revenue Report
Mileage/Fuel Consumption
Cutter Statement
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Convert your s-cam brake to

disc in as little as 4 hrs. 
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By Brandon Hansen

For Loggers World

Hauling for Ray Warner out of French-
town, Shane Guthrie spends a lot of time out
on the road and in the woods. When he gets
the time, however, Guthrie sneaks out to his
workshop in his garage for his hobby, which
also happens to include trucks - wooden
model trucks that is. 

Guthrie, who has been hauling since he
got his license at age 19 and began hauling
for Warner in 2017, had always enjoyed
woodworking. 

“I really do enjoy it and have been doing
it for a long time,” he said. 

Guthrie was raised in the logging indus-
try and learned everything he knows from
his dad who owned and started L&G Log-
ging for 30+ years. Guthrie started out in a
1989 Freightliner that was a lowboy truck
that he took the sleeper off of and built a

ATTENTION TO DETAIL
Shane Guthrie imitates
work with wooden models

Intermountain

(Continued from page 18)

TO SCALE
There are plenty of details when it
comes to Shane Guthrie’s work. 



logging truck out of it. 
He’s assembled a collection

of equipment out in his shop.
It began after he had returned
from the North Dakota oil
fields to haul logs again. The
idea of making wooden trucks
was something that interested
him and he wanted to see if
people were interested.

“I asked a few people and I
got some orders and I’m doing
these log trucks,” Guthrie
said. 

Born and raised in
Townsend, Guthrie’s dad
owned log trucks for 30+ years
so it's not a subject he was un-
familiar with. Typically it's
seven-10 days to build one but
that’s usually spread out over
a month or so because of work. 

With the Guthrie’s driving
Ray’s 1995 Kenworth W900L’s
with Peerless log trailers and
the big distances of Montana,
they sometimes just spend 5-6
days near the jobsite and go
home for the weekend, along
with a few other independent
drivers hauling for Fraiser.

He cuts the truck parts
from one-inch board on his
bandsaw and hand sands the
pieces down. He’s gotten very
detailed and tries to add all
the little touches you’d see
from a craftsman. 

“I usually work on the
weekends and pick one day to
really work on them,” Guthrie
said. 

Along with log trucks, he’ll
also do other logging equip-
ment and he’ll do woodwork-
ing pieces upon request.

For more info go to his
Facebook Page, search for “SG
Custom Woodworks.” 
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WE OFFER:
•General Truck
Repair

•Complete Diesel 
Engine Service
Cat - Cummins - Detroit 

•Hendrickson
Rebush Center
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KENWORTH T800
4-AXLE CHASSIS
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Hendrickson Haul-max 

walking beam susp.

4 Trucks
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$55,000
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(Continued from page 17)

SELF LOADER
This self loader is modeled after a truck owned by
Scott Norquist out of Livingston, Montana.
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A-1 Truck Repair LLC..........17

Advanced Hydraulic and Ind.

Supply.................................6

Alpine Industrial LLC ..........11

General Trailer ......................3

H.D. Transaxle Inc. ..............17

Harbor Saw & Supply..........14

Ireland, Inc. ..........................18

L&M Truck Sales, Inc. .........12

Lincoln Industrial Supply .....7

LKQ K.C. Truck Parts ..........19  

LKQ Wholesale Truck

Parts....................................9

Loadman ..............................13

Lower Columbia Log

Truckers............................16

Miller Truck Salvage LLC....10

Office Equipment Co...........16

Scheller Diesel Service.......18

Schott Parts & Accessories .6

The Gear Box Inc...................4

Tim Morgan Insurance ........14

Washington Contract Log-

gers Assoc. ......................12

Whit-Log, Inc..........................5

White Mountain Chain.........10
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183 STATE HWY. 508, NAPAVINE, WA.
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(800) 622-5170 • (360) 736-3344

KC TRUCK PARTS

April 2018

AdVerTiSerS iNdex
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FILTERS
Air • Fuel • Water • Oil • Hydraulic
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Williams Oil Filter Service Co.
WOFSCO, INC.
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