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BUFKA
TRUCKING LLC

REPORTING IN FROM DALLAS, ORE.
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REPORTING IN FROM...

The city of Dallas is the county seat of Polk county and has a 
population of 14,500. Dallas was settled in the 1840s and the post
office was established in 1852. In order to be the county seat, the
towns people raised $17,000 to bring a narrow gauge railroad into
town. Originally called “Cynthiana” they changed it to Dallas after
then vice-president George Mifflin Dallas under president James
Polk of which the county was named after.

IN THIS ISSUE

ON THE FRONT: Eric Bufka poses in front
of his 2018 Kenworth W900B out on the
jobsite. Burka made the move hauling for a
construction company to hauling logs out in
the woods and hasn’t looked back. 
See “Diving into log trucking ”

starting on Page 4

2. REPORTING IN FROM...

4. DIVING INTO LOG TRUCKING
BUFKA TRUCKING - DALLAS, OREGON by Brandon Hansen
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BUFKA 
TRUCKING

Eric Bufka drives a 2018
Kenworth W900B with a
Whitlog trailer. He spent

years hauling for a 
construction company but

his friends got him 
interested in log trucking

and he’s now a year into be-
ing an owner operator based

out of Dallas, Oregon
where he works for Elkhorn

Timber.

DALLAS
OREGON

12. GRANDMA TRUCK
KANDI MILLER.  by Brandon Hansen
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Story by Brandon Hansen

Photos courtesy of Eric Bufka
For Loggers World 

When it comes to log truck-
ing, Eric Bufka dove in head
first.

The Dallas, Oregon native
has been around the logging

industry for a good chunk of
his life and hung out at the lo-
cal saw shop, but didn’t get in-
to the industry until riding
along with log trucker friends.

Bufka started out working
for Emery and Son Construc-
tion working on installing pipe,
then worked his way into the

maintenance shop
and got his CDL.

He began haul-
ing excavators and
small equipment
around around the
Salem area, hauling
to places like Port-
land and Bend. 

Flash forward
just a year later and
he’s an owner opera-
tor of his own 2018
Kenworth W900B

“A handful of my
friends were log

truckers and they told me I
had to try it,” Bufka said. “I
rode with a friend and was
hooked. Eventually I ended up
buying a 2009 Kenworth T800
with a Whit-Log trailer.”

Having been hauling for a
year, Bufka made the transi-
tion from construction to log-
ging and enjoys the atmo-
sphere around it. 

“I spend a lot of time hauling
around places like Newport
and Tillamook,” Bufka said.
“As far as atmosphere goes, ev-
erybody I met in construction
did a lot of their work for fi-
nancial reasons. In logging,
guys did it because they en-
joyed it.”

Bufka began hauling for
Hofenbredl Timber and then
found an opening with Elkhorn
Timber. While the learning
curve for log trucking was diffi-
cult at first, Bufka stuck with
it. 

“After a few months things
got more manageable,” Bufka
said. “I started around the
spring so things were just pick-
ing up. I’d say it took about a
year total for things to become
more comfortable and have
smooth sailing.” 

The Dallas log trucker got a

(Continued on Page 6)

See “Bufka”

ERIC BUFKA
Eric Bufka grew up 
in Dallas, Oregon
around the timber 
industry and got 
into it a year ago as a
log truck driver.

“A handful of my friends are log truckers

and they told me I had to try it. I rode with

a friend and was hooked.”
ERIC BUFKA ON GETTING STARTED

DIVING INTO LOG TRUCKING
Dallas log trucker Eric Bufka went from construction to owning his own truck in a hurry

MEAGAN AND ERIC BUFKA
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Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. All coverage subject to policy term
s.

 collect 
them all! collect 
them all!

Flexible 
payment plans

Downtime 
reimbursement

Online 
certificates

Flexible 
payment plans

Downtime 
reimbursement

Online 
certificates

hit the
road with:hit the
road with:

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

Protecting the rig 
that runs your business!

1-800-PROGRESSIVE PROGRESSIVE.com

WHIT-LOG TRAILER
Eric Bufka’s 2018 Kenworth W900B has a Whit-Log long
logger trailer to haul around the NW corner of Oregon.

“As far as atmosphere goes, everybody I met in construction did a lot of their work for financial reasons. In logging, guys did it because they enjoyed it.”

ERIC BUFKA ON MAKING THE MOVE TO LOG TRUCKING
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Sold & Serviced by
L&M Truck Sales, Inc.
4001 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
800-796-9813
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Several  Used Sercos Avai lable

• BUMPERS • STACKS • LED LIGHTS
• CHROME • FLAPS • FENDERSYour Home

for Chrome!

CHROME BUMPERS
!'��$4'������� ��������� �3,/'01��

�	8���8����:��	�8���		8
���
�	� 
�� ���� ������ ������

��&����� ��

I-5 Exit 263
��������
��	���	�
�	�������������

503-463-0500
WWW.TRUCKCHROME.COM�����	�������CATALOG!

LED WORKLIGHT

�#"&�"$���
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!%

����������
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SALE $13.85 ea

Window Screens
in Stock!

%���"��
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Meaner Power Cleaner

����������

��'��������'����
�'5%
7�����9���9����9������� ����7

������� ����
Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:30

big helping hand from Kandi
Miller, who showed him how
to log truck from day one. He
also got a lot of help from
friends Jerome Bittner and
Brandon Johnson. 

Now hauling from Elkhorn
Timber, Bufka has nothing
but nice things to say about
them. They always keep his
truck hauling and Greg  from
G&T Trucking does the dis-
patching. 

Since he used to work on
trucks before seeing his first
log, Bufka is a stickler for
maintenance and has his own
shop at home where he can do
his own work. 

“For big jobs that I can’t do,
I take my truck to Freeborn
Fabrication,” Bufka said.

Bufka learned a lot from
owner operator Mike Gore-
man. who told the young driv-
er about his experience with
his own truck and showed

him the ins and outs of keep-
ing one up. 

“I learned a lot from him
and he instilled a lot of work
ethic in me,” Bufka said. 

Now Bufka is on the road
hauling to Rainier or Lebanon
and Cottage Grove. Typically
he’s hauling to  Weyerhaeuser
or Hampton mills. 

He gets his tires from Les
Schwab in Dallas, Oregon and
his parts from FVMCO
Trucks Parts in Indepen-
dence. On his off time, Bufka
enjoys dirt biking and rock
crawling in an off-road vehicle
with his wife Meagan. Mea-
gan does all the books for the
company. 

In an industry that sees its
truck drivers getting older,
Bufka is one of the new young
guys hopping into the indus-
try head first with little fear.
With any luck, he’ll be the one
showing the ropes of the in-
dustry to another generation
of log truck drivers. 

Bufka

(Continued from Page 4)

FIRST TRUCK
Eric Bufka began driving on his own with a 2009 Kenworth
T800 with a Whit-Log trailer. Now Bufka is on the road
hauling to Rainier or Lebanon and Cottage Grove. 
Typically he’s hauling to a Weyerhaeuser or Hampton mill. 

TIMBER IN OREGON
2015 STATEWIDE TIMBER HARVEST
3.65 BILLION FEET

OREGON TOTAL LAND AREA
63 MILLION ACRES

GOVERNMENT FORESTLAND
12 MILLION ACRES

PRIVATE FORESTLAND
5.9 MILLION ACRES
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P.O. BOX 668 • WILBUR, OR 97494

�����	 (541) 673-1166
����	 � �""
$��"���" ���� !���� 1-800-452-1234

www.whitlogtrailers.com
���������

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!
Check out all the pictures and 

Like Our Page!

Henarie Trucking, ������� ��� �,�( � �!1� ���	� �#$.��)"
����������1)�
2&!��)("��)""!,�1$.#��!( $2�$-���,�%!-��( ���.�#$("
�,/�%��+/$*'!(.���/-.)'��.!!&��������%���/-.)'��.!!&��!( !,-��)/�&!
��*!,! ��.$("!,���( ��/�#��),!3Thanks Chris!!

Henarie Trucking, ������� ��� �,�( � �!1� ���	� �#$.��)"
����������1)�
2&!� �)("� �)""!,�1$.#� �!( $2�$-�� �,�%!-� �( ���.�#$("
�,/�%��+/$*'!(.�� �/-.)'��.!!&��������%���/-.)'��.!!&� �!( !,-��)/�&!
��*!,! ��.$("!,���( ��/�#��),!3Thanks Chris!!

DSU Peterbilt, �����
������ �,�( ��!1����	��#$.��)"�������
�#,!!�
2&!��#),.��)""!,�1$.#���.�#$("��/$�%��#�("!��#),.��)"��)("��)"
�,/�%��+/$*'!(.���/-.)'��.!!&��������%���/-.)'�&$"#.���,-���( ��/�#
�),!3Thanks Steve!!

Pape Kenworth, �������� ��� �,�( � �!1� ���	� �#$.��)"� �������
�)("� �)""!,� 1$.#� ��.�#$("� �,/�%� �+/$*'!(.�� ��(�-%$� �.�%!� �2.!(-$)(-�
�/-.)'� 
&/'$(/'� ���� ���%�� )/�&!� ��*!,! � �.$("!,�� �!')0��&!� �#�$(
��("!,-���( ��/�#��),!3Thanks Mitch & Jason!!
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TOWERING ABOVE
Eric Bufka’s 2018
Kenworth W900B
gets its Whit-Log
trailer loaded out on
the landing for
Elkhorn Timber in
NW Oregon. 
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Advanced Hydraulic Supply
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NEED PARTS?

#4

�����	�������������������
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800-786-6463 2�(360) 532 4600

���������
�	���������

���
�������������

�
��	���
����

����

������������
���

��������	������
����
��

� ������������������
�������
����
������������������

����������
����
��

� ���"�
�����#������
�����!���
�
��

���'!��%.!��*##%)#��,�++!,-�$�/!��!!)�"%!' �.!-.! ��) �+,*/!)�.*�+,*/% !��
'%#$.0!%#$.��!,#*)*(%��,!+'��!(!).�.*�.$!�-.�) �, �0%,!�,*+!�0,�++!,-���

�
���������	�
��������������� ����
�������
��
����
��������
������
��
��
�
����������
�!������������

#2

UNLOADING
Eric Bufka’s 2018 Kenworth W900B gets it Whit-Log 
trailer unloaded at the mill. Bufka is on the road hauling
to Rainier or Lebanon and Cottage Grove. Typically he’s
hauling to a Weyerhaeuser or Hampton mill. 
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1-800-547-1315 503-288-6333
�
�������-/1+!,$��)'(4!5���-/1+!,$�������
	�

��# !�����������������21*'9�5-36��3.*'9

WHOLESALE TRUCK PARTS & EQUIP.

	���������
NORTHWEST HEADQUARTERS
&-/��������+"�� ���%������ �"� ��

��"�� "������ �� ���!
!++�/!1)-0��!++��020.%,0)-,0��/%"2)+1�'%!/(%!$0

�6.!/10�!3!)+!"+%����CALL NOW!

REBUILT  TRANSMISSIONS
 "������
 �����������
����
 "�����
 �����������
�
��
 "�����
 �����������
����
 "������
 �����������
����
 "������� �����������	����

 "������� ���������	���
 "������� �������
�	��
 "�������� �������
����
 "��������� ���������
��
 "���	����� ���������	�

DETROIT SERIES “60”

�+*+)�������$��;$��1,.1+4��7'.0'(0+��
%.5-��'/+4���22*��21*.5.21

CAT
C-15
6NZ

!+7+3'0
!.1,0+
"63(24�
����	

�����
��
�28��.0+4� CALL!

Pickup 
in Oregon

NO SALES TAX!
We Do 

Limited Installs
Like for Like

We Buy
Running, Wrecked, 
End of Life Trucks, 
and Stand Alone 

Parts, Too!

SIDE BY SIDE
Eric Bufka’s 2018 
Kenworth W900B sits
alongside his 2009
Kenworth T800, both
have Whit-Log trailers. 

SPEC SHEET
Truck make and model: 
Kenworth W900B
Year: 2018
Engine (horsepower): 510 HP
Paccar
Transmission: 18-speed 
transmission
Trailer make: Whit-Log
Suspension: Kenworth 
8-bag air suspension
Special Equipment: Drop axle
Cool Mods: Heated seat
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MIKE LOBB

#3

 )3(�.5%1����8%!12�.&�+%-$)-'�3.�3(%�&.1%23�/1.$4#32�)-$42318�
�)*%�#!-�.&&%1�2.+43).-2�&.1�!++�.&�8.41�%04)/,%-3�-%%$2���)2
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�%6����2%$�����
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BUSINESS
EQUIPMENT

LOANS

�&�1�4,2�+##"�+,3�3'))��$$#!1�&,3�4,2/� 20'+#00�%/,30�
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���
��
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TRANSMISSIONS

0������������������������������������������������������
�
0������������������������������������������������������
�
0������
��� ������������������������������������������
0������	��
 ���������������������������������������
��
0������	��� ���������������������������������������
��
0������������ ��������������������������������������
0���������� ������������������������������������
�

ENGINES 
0 �	��� �	��,�3���153)'6)(������������������
����

�!1-153)'6)(�
0 ����-''%(+�0)',� ��
�� "/!$ (#"
0 
����-''%(+��4715�+22( �����������������������
�
0��-''%(+������	�+"*%"+ ������������������������
������������������������������������	
���"/!$ (#"
0��������"��%.)5��+22(�4711)4 ������	���
0 ��
 	���,3���/29�0-/)5 ��������������������
��
0 �	����
����	"��	���������"/!$ (#"
0 ����	 ���,3���4715�+22(�������������
���

���������� ����9�4)6%4()4����
53(������������Parting Out

ENGINES / TRANSMISSIONS
Check With Us Before You Buy!

�������� ����	��� � ��� ���	����� ����

 �� ����	�	� ��	��

MILLER TRUCK SALVAGE L.L.C.
DIESEL TRUCKS & PARTS

�
��
�����������������0��������������������
“Specializing in ’70’s thru 90’s”

(503) 283-1797

��������
����

�700-15�
�
�53(��

��	�	53(5�
� *,%(#��-,

���
�����

�������
53(�*7//)4�
�����
������

� *,%(#��-,

���
����
�)&.)�
���53(

�7//)4���.
�2'.9)//
(&/�/2'.

� *,%(#��-,
������)&.)�
/29�0-/)


�����%6�
�
�53(

�7//)4����	
�%6215�

� *,%(#��-,

����������� ��������53(��3-')4�
�3-')4�4)%45 Parting Out

GETTING LOADED
Eric Bufka’s 2018 Kenworth W900B gets its Whit-Log
trailer loaded out on the landing for Elkhorn Timber in
NW Oregon. Since he used to work on trucks before 
seeing his first log, Bufka is a stickler for maintenance and
has his own shop at home where he can do his own work.
“For big jobs that I can’t do, I take my truck to Freeborn 
Fabrication,” Bufka said.

FOR MORE
LOGGERS
WORLD 
CONTENT, 
GO TO

LOGGERS
WORLD
.COM
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HEADING OUT
With white stuff on
the ground, Eric 
Bufka’s 2018 
Kenworth W900B
takes its logs to the
mill.



LL
o

g
o

g
TT

r
u

C
k

e
r

r
u

C
k

e
r

M
a

y
2

0
1

8
12

����������������������������	�������������
��
���,�, ��,*  ,���.$,����(!!�������,���# #�&$+�����

(360) 748-8350������"�������� %�"�
�$#��+���& ��+

	��������������������������������

�� �����
�������

�������������
��������
����

�� ���
��
�� ��
�����

�����������
�����������

CUSTOM BUILD or EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE

#
1

GEAR BOX Inc.

Let us Lower Your Cost Per Mile 
with our 

High Quality Time & Material Rebuilds
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Contractor Billing Statement
Trucker/Driver Statement
Job Revenue Report
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Story by Brandon Hansen

Photos Courtesy of Kandi Miller

For Log Trucker

Kandi Miller is known by
her two grandsons as “Grand-
ma Truck” and why not? She
has been log trucking for 28
years, spending five days a
week hauling, one day doing
maintenance and cleaning and
might have time to rest on
Sunday. 

Of course, she enjoys it. 
“I love hauling logs,” Miller

said. “It’s always a challenge
and I think I am one of those
people that takes on chal-
lenges.” 

Miller lives in Indepen-
dence, Oregon. It’s a town of
just under 10,000 located near
the state capital of Salem. She
hauls in a brand new 2018
389 Peterbilt with a Whit-Log
long logger trailer for Bruers

Contract Cutting out of Dallas
Oregon. 

Kandi started out driving
dump trucks and helping
build log roads, after getting
introduced to the industry at a
young age. 

Millers dad owned a road
building operation, her grand-
pa owned a log truck and her
uncle owned several log
trucks. Her uncle would pick
her up several times a week
after school and take Kandi
for his last log load of the day. 

“I wasn’t allowed to be a
girl,” Miller said with a laugh.
“My dad would drive skidders,
and back then they were
called go-go girls. One day I
went to school and we were
asked what our parents did
for work. I said my dad rides

KANDI MILLER - INDEPENDENCE, OREGON

GRANDMA

TRUCK
Kandi Miller has been hauling

logs for 28 years

(Continued on Page 14)

See “Miller”

KANDI MILLER
Kandi Miller poses in front of her 2007 379 Peterbilt
wih her grandsons Xander and Brody during a truck
show. Miller lives in Independence, Oregon.



SOME LOADS ARE TOO HEAVY. SOME LOADS ARE TOO LIGHT. 
WITH LOADMAN MY LOADS ARE JUST RIGHT

KNOW YOUR WEIGHT AT THE TIME OF LOADING. IT’S THAT SIMPLE.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW ONBOARD SCALES CAN HELP YOUR OPERATION 
BECOME MORE EFFICIENT - CALL 888-562-3626 OR VISIT WWW.LOADMAN.COM
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HEADING OFF THE LANDING
Kandi Miller heads off the jobsite with her loaded
2018 389 Peterbilt with a Whit-Log trailer. Miller is
based out of Independence, Oregon.
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WE OFFER:
•General Truck
Repair

•Complete Diesel 
Engine Service
Cat - Cummins - Detroit 

•Hendrickson
Rebush Center
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$1575
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Ask for Tim  • 503-245-3345 or 888-821-4717 •  Tigard, Oregon
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��������������T.W. MORGAN INSUR

ANCE SERVICES
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• Log Trucks
• Dump Trucks
• Tow Trucks
• Truckers General Liability & Cargo Available
• Short & Long Haul Trucking ���������������������������������������

• DOT Fuel Bonds
• Chip Trucks
• Sand & Gravel Trucks

90% of Our Quotes Save Our Callers $$$WHAT ABOUT YOU?
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go-go girls for a living and
then found myself in the prin-
cipal's office. My mom had to
come into the office and ex-
plain things.”

Kandi drove dump truck
11 years for Holley Construc-
tion, learning all the tricks of
driving a truck. Mike Zanona
of Z&L Enterpise then con-
vinced her to get into log
trucks. When she transitioned
into driving log truck, she had
to learn in a male-dominated
industry. Lowell Schrock
showed he what it was like
being an owner operator and
how to take care of her truck.
Always a strong personality,
Kandi doesn’t take much guff
from people.  

“My uncle also taught me
that you never go to a job or
job interview with a dirty car
or truck,” Kandi said. “That’s
the first thing people see is
how you are going to take
care of your truck. I spend
lots of the weekends polish-
ing, I'm a very big believer on
maintenance.”

Miller helped Eric Bufka of
Dallas, Oregon get his start in
the industry by showing him
some of the ropes she had
learned in her 28 years. 

“I knew Eric’s mom and
dad and met him where I
park my truck, Freeborn Fab-
rication.” Miller said. 

Her two grandsons, eight-
year-old Xander and seven-
year-old Brody are big log
truckers in the making and
help her out all the time with
the polishing of her truck and
getting it ready for parades.   

“I do parades and truck
shows and they help out a
lot,” Miller said.  

They’re also big truck en-
thusiasts and read every log
truck magazine they can get
their hands on - including this
one! Also on board Miller’s
Peterbilt is her short-legged
jack russell dog named Truck-
er.

“He doesn’t know he’s a
dog,” Miller said. “The crew is
not allowed to walk by with-
out talking to him otherwise
he’ll bark at them and follow
them unless he gets atten-
tion.”

So keep an eye out for
Miller’s 2018 389 Peterbilt,
which she’s nicknamed
“Clyde” who was a good friend
and owner of Freeborn Fabri-
cation. With nearly 30 years
under her belt, Kandi has
earned the name of 
“Grandma Truck.” 

TIGHTENING WRAPPERS
Kandi Miller tightens the wrappers on the load of her truck.
Miller has been trucking for 28 years, getting her start on
dump trucks that helped build logging roads.

Miller

(Continued from Page 12)

SUBSCRIBE TO LOGGERS WORLD! 

GO TO LOGGERSWORLD.COM
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KANDIA HAS COMPANY
Kandi Miller has plenty of help when it comes to
working on her truck, as she is pictured here with
her grandsons Xander and Brody.

SPEC SHEET
Truck make and model: Peterbilt 389 
Year: 2018
Engine: Paccar MC 510 Horsepower
Transmission: Eaton FO18E318B-MXP
Trailer make: Whit-Log
Suspension: Peterbilt #46000 Air TracSuspension
Wheel base: 270”
Other info: 14,600 front axle,
46,000 rear axle with 3.91 ratio
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KENWORTH T800
4-AXLE CHASSIS
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walking beam susp.
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PARTNERS IN CRIME
Aboard Kandi

Miller’s 2018 389 
Peterbilt (right) is 
her dog Trucker -
who thinks he is 
part of the crew.

JUST CHILLIN’
Even as a puppy, Trucker was a natural trucker

HELPING GRANDMA
Xander and Brody help their grandma
Kandi Miller with the truck’s chains. 
Kandi drove dump truck 11 years for
Holley Costruction. Mike Zanona 
convinced her to become a log truck
driver. When she transitioned into 
driving log truck, she had to learn in a
male-dominated industry. Lowe Schutte
showed her what it was like being an
owner operator and how to take care of
her truck.
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#3

Thank you Brad & Amanda Beckner

INDUSTRIAL, LLC
LOG TRAILERS

CALL (208) 877-1714
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LOOKING GOOD
Before getting a new Peterbilt,
Kandi Miller drove this 2007
379 Peterbilt.
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183 STATE HWY. 508, NAPAVINE, WA.
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(800) 622-5170 • (360) 736-3344

KC TRUCK PARTS

Advanced Hydraulic and
Ind. Supply......................8

Alpine Industrial LLC ......17

Business Equipment
Loans.............................10

General Trailer ..................3

Harbor Saw & Supply........8

Ireland, Inc. ......................13

L&M Truck Sales, Inc. .......6

Lincoln Industrial
Supply ...........................11

LKQ K.C. Truck Parts......19

LKQ Wholesale Truck
Parts ................................9

Loadman ..........................13

Log Trucker
Subscription .................18

Miller Truck Salvage LLC10

Office Equipment Co.......12

Progressive Insurance
Co. ...................................5

Scheller Diesel Service...14

Schott Parts &
Accessories ....................6

The Gear Box Inc.............12

Tim Morgan Insurance....14

Western Peterbilt.............15

Whit-Log, Inc. ....................7
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FILTERS
Air • Fuel • Water • Oil • Hydraulic
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Williams Oil Filter Service Co.
WOFSCO, INC.
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